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SWEETWATER Volume 2, Issue 7 Friday, October 9, 2009
BRANCH .
ACADEMY Principal’s Corner

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Dear Students & Parents,

IMPORTANT DATES: SWBA Elementary School Petition submitted to School Board of Alachua County,

October 15:  Spring Break Turkey \\/e have submitted SWBA Elementary School proposal to Alachua County Board of Educa-
Trip & Summer Turkish Camp tion on Wednesday, September 30, 2009. | would like to again thank all of you for the sup-
Presentation

port you have shown. | will continue to update you regarding the process, both in this

October 16: - Holiday-UF newsletter, and thru direct e-mails to you. The Board must, by a majority vote, approve or

Homecoming deny all applications no later than sixty (60) days after the application is received. However,

October17: Field Tripto Atlanta , g5 and the applicant may mutually agree to postpone the vote to a specific date.

October 19: Retake Picture Day

Progress Report Cards Went Home
Students received the first progress report card of this year on Tuesday, September

29. Please go over the report card together with your child. You can always check the up-

www.swbacademy.or

dated grades and other information on SWBA Connect.

New Projectors
All of our classrooms now have a projector. We are planning to have smart boards in each

class with the help of PVO fundraisings.

Gifted Program
Inside this issue: Dear parents and students, we have good news for you! Our school will have a gifted con-
Principal’s Corner 1-2  sultant for this school year. Eligible students will receive services under the supervision of

PVO C the gifted consultant. Thanks to all the parents who trusted us and enrolled their children to
orner 3

our school. We will continue to do our best to deserve your trust and strive to do better in
Assistant Principal’s Corner 4.5
the future. If you have any questions regarding the program feel free to contact our Gifted

Upcoming Competitive 6

Events Consulting Teacher Ms Jennifer Johnson atjjohnson@swbacademy.org
Journalism Club 7
Retake Picture Day
Student Council 7 . .
All students had their pictures taken for student ID purposes. The retake picture day for the
Energy Whiz 9 absentees will be on Monday, October 19", Please contact Mrs. Schutt at

vschutt@swbacademy.orgor Ext. 110 should you have any questions.
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Principal’s Corner (Continued)

Academic Teams Lock Ins & Parents Supports

Our academic teams started working hard for the competitions. Science, Math, Lego
League and Turkish Olympiad team’s lock-ins were held the last two Fridays. Students en-
joyed much and studied hard. Thanks to all teachers, parents, and students who were able
to attend. Science, Math and Turkish Olympiad team students started their morning and
weekend studies from 10:30am-1:30 pm under the supervision of their science and math
teachers, Mr. Tunc, Mr. Uncu and Ms. Gokkurt. We need more support from the parents as
volunteer coaches .Please contact Mr. Baslanti if you would like to volunteer as an aca-

demic coach for any of our academic teams or offer any donations.

Home Visits

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the interaction with the
student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to students' academic
and behavioral progress. SWBA Teachers visited 10 homes so far. Our target is to visit all

of our students this year. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at ubaslanti@swbacademy.orgif you

wish to make home visit arrangements with your student's teachers. Depending on our
teacher's availability, at least two teachers will visit our students and parents at their
homes. You may reach the home visit photos from the following link http://
www.swbacademy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home-

visits&catid=55:home-visits&ltemid=97.

No School-October16- UF Home Coming Holiday

The Spring Break Turkey Trip Presentation (for students &parents)

The Spring Break Turkey Trip presentation will be on Thursday, October 15, 2009 at 4:00
PM in Turkish Room. Parents and students are welcome to join the presentation if they
are interested in this week long trip to Turkey. For more information, contact our Turkish
teacher Ms. Gokkurt .

Have a wonderful weekend,

Fethi Goktepe, Principal
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PVO Corner

To all parents,
Please note our next PVO meeting is Friday, October 9th at 5pm. We need every-
one's attendance to exchange ideas about fund raising.

Last week's meeting was attended by the PVO officers and six parents. We are

contact me at " abboudka@gmail.coni' with your suggestion and/or comments

| g hoping to have much more parents attending this time around. Please feel free to
El about the best times to meet. We want everybody's participation.

Thanks you in advance,
Kahlil Abboud

Webé& Graphic Design

We are learning to create a web site using HTML tags. There are lots of students who
want to be in this club, so it is expected from the students in this club to practice what

they have learnt in this club.

Mr. Gurcan

Lego League

We got our robot on Thursday, October 8. Next step will be building and programming
our robot. We are hopeful about this competition because we observe enthusiasm of our
students.
Fll 5 students turned in their money for Lego League. It is expected from all students in this
FIRST LEGO" League team turn in their money. We would like our families to support us with their ideas. You
can always come see students and their product.

Mr. Gurcan
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Assistant Principal’s Corner

SWBA Connect

Our online progress monitoring system, SWBA Connect, is up and running. Apart from

what we had in the system last year, we added new components for teachers to report

minor violations (refer to the Conduct of Code) through a computerized system.

Teachers have already started using the system to share information about their class-

N rooms. Using this tracking system, parents can view their child’s grades, daily home-

C‘ONNE‘Q__L work, and discipline records. Although the system enables parents to send messages to
‘Kﬂk_**?{ teachers, | still recommend sending direct emails to teachers using their school email

accounts instead of using the system’s messaging tool. Direct email is faster and more

convenient for teachers to respond to parents’ requests.

We have already sent the access information (the link, your login ID and password) to

your attention. Please check back with me if you haven't received your access informa-

tion from your child.

If you want me to email you your access information, please email me at

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org .

ACUITY Math Benchmark Test
All math classes participated in a school wide benchmark test this week. Our school is a
member of McGraw Hill's ACUITY assessment system which enables us to administer
diagnostic and predictive benchmark tests to increase student achievement in math and
= reading. We first administer the test and upload the results to the system. The system
. helps us analyze the results and gives us detailed feedback on each student’'s weak-

nesses and strengths. Our teachers, then, use this information and assign new assign-

r r ments and online tutorials to address each area of weakness. You will be notified when
-/ ‘) we get the results from the first diagnostic math test. The exact date of the language
art benchmark test will be announced later. We are also working on adding the science
component this year as our 8" grade students will be taking FCAT Science test in April.
Students will get their access information from their teachers soon. Please check back

with me if you don'’t receive it by the end of October.
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Assistant Principal’s Corner (Continued)

Basketball Team (New)

Good news! We are planning to have an official basketball team which will have prac-
tices under the leadership of a coach and participate in tournaments. As we are still
searching for a volunteer coach, we would like to ask for help and support from par-
ents. If you know someone who can coach our team or sponsor the team’s uniforms

and activities, please contact Dr. Baslanti at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org

SWBA Sports Team/Club Release and Waiver of Responsibility Form

Dear Parents,

Teachers who are coaching the basketball and soccer teams handed out the SWBA
Sports Team/Club Release and Waiver of Responsibility Form to your child(ren) over the
week, if they are enrolled in one of these sports clubs. By signing this form, you will
acknowledge that participation of your child(ren) in the club’s activities/exercises in-
volves a risk of physical injury; and that participation of your child(ren) in these activi-

ties is a privilege, not a right.

If you would like your child to be able to continue participating in our sports clubs,
please fill out the mentioned form and submit to Dr. Baslanti or the coach of the sports

club.

Student IDs

Student ID’s are in. We are currently working on placing barcodes on the back of each
student ID so that they can check out books from the library. All students are required
to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of the dress code. If lost,

students are supposed to pay to get a new ID.
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Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts,

Social Studies and Foreign Language

There are many national competitions that allow students to show their
talents in, and SWBA wants our students to be a part of them. Some of
|_[.|“|.[H5 llT[“H"‘“[@ the upcoming events you may be interested in entering include:
Letters About Literature: A national competition sponsored by the Li-
brary of Congress that allows young writers to write letters about books
they are reading or have read. These letters are judged with letters
from students all over the country.
The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, in cooperation with
affiliate state centers for the book and in partnership with Target Stores,

invites readers in grades 4 through 12 to enter Letters About Literature,

a national reading-writing contest.

To enter, readers write a personal letter to an author, living or dead,
from any genre--fiction, nonfiction, or poetry, contemporary or classic--
explaining how that author's work changed the student's way of thinking
about the world or themselves.
There are three competition levels:

x Level | for children in grades 4 through 6;

x Level ll for grades 7 and 8,

OWHBY _ x Levellll, grades 9 - 12.

OF THEIND

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UN— See Ms. White for more information
Geo Bee — See Ms. Cairns for more information

Turkish Olympiad — See Ms. Gokkurt for more information
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Journalism Club

ATTN: Journalism club will begin meeting on Thursday afternoons, in-

stead of Monday . If you are a member of the journalism staff, please bring
paper and writing utensils to club to help you with research and writing assign-
ments.

Congrats to the new Jaguar Digest journalism staff!

Editor-in-chief: Diamund Green

Editorial Assistant: Susi Abboud
Publisher: Sahil Patel

Writers/Reporters: Maicel Leonard, Kaelyn Kroger-Dankner, Jose Berry, Hosanah

I —— Bryan, Aubriana Strawder, Lauren Wooley, Lakiah McBride
v,

- LPN'S_

O | £3

Ms. Ratledge

| am Ms. Ratledge, the Language Arts/Reading teacher at SWBA. | would love to
be able to communicate easily and as frequently as time allows and email will
certainly help that! | recently sent out an email to the parents who filled out the

email form and returned it to our school. For those of you, who wish to commu-

nicate via email, please email me at this address: aratledge@swbacademy.org. |
will get back to you as quickly as | can. | look forward to hearing from all of you,

as well as helping make your child’s school year at SWBA be a successful one.
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Their Life Stories Tell us too Many Things

ODULH 6NARGRZVND &XULH - duy¥HBIEHWES a physi-
cist and chemist. Her achievements include the creation of a theory of
radioactivity (a term coined by her!), techniques for isolating radioactive
isotopes, and the discovery of two new elements, polonium and radium.
It was also under her personal direction that the world's first studies
were conducted into the treatment of neoplasms (cancers), using radio-
active isotopes. Since they were unaware of the deleterious effects of
radiation exposure attendant on their chronic unprotected work with
UDGLRDFWLYH VXEVWIZTQiE BHrid hes NuslbagdmZdni dea

what price they were paying for their research. She was a genius

but kept_studying hard , and she never had a play station or chance to

use Google to search something from _internet.

Nikola Tesla (10 July 1856 — 7 January 1943) was an inventor and a me-
chanical and electrical engineer. He is frequently cited as one of the

most important contributors to the birth of commercial electricity and is
best known for his many revolutionary develop-
ments in the field of electromagnetism in the late

19th and early 20th centuries. Tesla's patents and theo-

retical work formed the basis of modern alternating current (AC) electric

power systems, including the polyphase system of electrical distribution

and the AC motor, with which he helped usher in the Second Industrial

Revolution.
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SWEETWATER _ ) _
BRANCH ACADEMY Energy Whiz Olympiad Academic Team
This week we had an awesome time . we nearly finished sample calculations for
1000 NE 16TH AVE. our model. Next week we will start building small model for our solar concentra-
BUILDING C tor .But besides this | want to thank Mrs. Anyegbuna for her contributions to our
GAINESVILLE, FL ) .
32601 academic team. Last week she donated a $500 .00 check for our team. That will

PHONE: (352) 375-8838 |
FAX: (888) 241-5125

give us a chance to increase the scale of our model and | believe that it will in-

crease our chance to get a good position at Energy Whiz. Thank you Mrs. Anyeg-

buna , your contribution to science for me is more than that Einstein did .

P USWRBAY




