
Dear Parents and Students, 

SWBA Career Day -Friday, December 18, 2009  

We had a very successful career day today. We had very special guest speakers in our 

school for this day.  Nona C. Jones (GRU Community Relations Director) and Tony R. 

Jones (Gainesville Police Chief) were in our school to be with our students @ 1:30-3 pm. 

Yagnesh Patel (Businessman), Khalil Abboud (Scientist-director), Enrique Vargas (DMD) - 

Lyle Canida (Pharmacist)-Byers L. Hickmon (Executive Director Richard House Youth Acad-

emy) also visited the students today. Much thanks to all who participated and to our PVO 

president, Dr. Abboud, for his great efforts.  

 

SWBA Elementary School Proposal Approved  

 

I am very happy to inform you that Alachua County  School Board approved the petition of 

SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its 

doors to studentôs fall 2010. I will continue to inform you of the future updates regarding 

the elementary school. 

Thank you very much for all your support.   

 

Winter Break Potluck for Parents, Students &Staff  

Thursday, December 17 @5 -6:30 pm   

 

The winter break potluck for parents, students and staff was held this past Thursday. We 

enjoyed a great turn out for this event and enjoyed spending time with families and friends. 

What a great way to start the holiday break off! Thanks to all who participated.  

Home Visits  

  

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the interaction with the 

student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to students' academic 

and behavioral progress. SWBA Teachers visited 30 homes so far. Our target is to visit all of 

our students this year.  

Please contact Dr. Baslanti at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make home visit 

arrangements with your student's teachers. Depending on our teacher's availability, at least 

two teachers will visit our students and parents at their homes. You may reach the home 

visit photos from the following link http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home -visits&catid=55:home-visits&Itemid=97 .    

I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and a happy new year. See you on Tuesday, 

January 5, 2010! 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal  
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Interim Progress report cards were given out!  

Dear Parents,  

Cycle 2 Interim Progress report cards were given to students during 6 th period on Wed, 

Dec 9th to be hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, please contact 

your childôs teachers via email or phone. Please encourage your children to do their best 

and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. Please continue 

to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and discipline records.  This 

is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have access to the 

Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the web.   If you 

have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email me at  

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org  

 

Jaguars of Character  

We now have a bulletin board for students who deserve to be called ñJaguars of Char-

acterò based on number of commendations they receive every month as well as their 

discipline records. The pictures of students from each grade level will be posted on the 

bulletin board to show our appreciation of their terrific performance. Come and check it 

out!  

 

Library Hours  

Students can check out books from the library. Library hours are from 3:40 pm to 4:15 

pm every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. We are in need of parent volunteers for 

the library so that we can extend the library hours. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at uba-

slanti@swbacademy.org if you are interested in volunteering in the library.  

 

Reminder About ISS Rules  

I would like to remind an important policy from our handbook about ISS rules. Students 

who are violating ISS rules and procedures will be sent home for the rest of the day 

and will be assigned out-of-school suspension (violation code 3.25).  
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Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part 

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

  

 

Saturday FCAT Studies  

Dear Parent, 

This year the FCAT will be held from March 9th through March 19th. We believe that 

you know how important FCAT is for your childôs education, and we would like to 

inform you about an opportunity we are offering at SWBA to increase your studentôs 

success in the FCAT tests. Our science and math departments have designed a nine 

week FCAT practice and review program that will meet Saturdays beginning Decem-

ber 5, 2009. Students are encouraged to attend as many sessions as possible. Each 

week will focus on a different strand of review.  

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE  

9:00- 9:55 am   FCAT Science Study (8th graders)            

9:55- 10:05 am              Light snack provided by SWBA 

10:05- 11:00 am FCAT Math Study                      

11:00 am                        Parent pick -up 
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Please check the appropriate box for the days and sessions you wish to join 

and return this form to Dr. Baslanti by Friday, December 4, 2009.  

 
 

    I, ___________________________ parent of 

_______________________________________, ______th grade give my full consent 

for my child to participate in SWBA weekend FCAT studies.  I hereby acknowledge that 

Sweetwater Branch Academy does not accept liability for any incident that may occur 

during FCAT practice sessions on the above dates. 

    

Signature of Parent/Guardian_____________ 

Date ____________ 

Emergency Number parent can be reached during weekend FCAT study sessions: 

_______________ 

 

Names of your math and science teacher: 

 ______________________ and  ______________________ 

Dates  Science  Math  

Saturday, December 5th
     

Saturday, December 12th
     

Saturday, January 9th
     

Saturday,  January 23rd
     

Saturday, February 6th
     

Saturday, February 13th
     

Saturday, February 20th
     

Saturday, March 6th
     

Saturday, March 13th
     

Assistant Principalõs Corner  
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Lego League Qualifying Tournament  

WHEN: The FLL Cornerstone School Robotics Tournament will be held January 9, 

2010. Team arrival and check in will begin at 8:00am. There will be a coaches meet-

ing at 8:30am, followed by the Opening Ceremony at 9am. The event will conclude 

later that afternoon at the end of the Competition and Judging Awards Ceremony.  

WHERE: The FLL Cornerstone School Robotics Tournament will be held at Forest 

High School. The address is 5000 SE Maricamp Rd, Ocala, FL 34480. 

 

 

 

 

 Future City Competition  

Phase 3: Model and Presentation Judging  

January 23, 2010 Thurgood Marshall Middle School 

We submitted our narrative and research essay on Friday, December 18th    

You can read our city narrative on the last page of the newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

Lego League and Future City Teams Weekend Study  

There will be a weekend study for students in Future City and Lego League. It will 

begin at 10:00 am and finish at 1:00pm. Students are expected to participate in this 

weekend study on Saturday, November 28th, 2009.  
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Dickensõ Day in Ms. Whiteõs Class 

On Wednesday, December 16th, 2009, we celebrated Dickensô Day in our classes.  

This was a much anticipated day for my students, as we have been preparing for 

weeks. About a month ago, the 6 th grade Language Arts classes began reading 

Charles Dickensô ñA Christmas Carolò.  They enjoyed this book very much. This 

was where the original idea of ñDickensô Dayò came from. The 7th graders began 

reading Louisa May Alcottôs novel ñLittle Womenò. This novel was set in the same 

time period. All classes have enjoyed learning about our history through books.  

ñExternal heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge. No warmth could warm, 

no wintry weather chill him. No wind that blew was bitterer than he, no falling 

snow was more intent upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open to entreaty.ò ï 

Charles Dickens ñA Christmas Carol 

We began the week with 6 th grade Dickens Day Project presentations. The stu-

dents were required to research about the Victorian Period (the setting of ñA 

Christmas Carol) of time and write a research paper.  On Tuesday, they pre-

sented their findings and gave us interesting facts about the history, entertain-

ment, etiquette, and fashion of this era. 7 th graders were required to research on 

the setting/time period of ñLittle Womenò, as well as, the Civil War and Victorian 

Period of time. 

On Wednesday in all classes, we celebrated the time period by dressing in Victo-

rian aged costumes, eating lots of yummy foods, and watching ñA Christmas 

Carol.ò It was a wonderful end-note for our celebration.  

"Wouldn't it be fun if all the castles in the air which we make could come true and 

we could live in them?"- Jo from ñLittle Women, by Louisa May Alcott. 

I have endeavoured in this Ghostly little book, to raise the Ghost of an 

Idea, which shall not put my readers out of humour with themselves, 

with each other, with the season, or with me.   May it haunt their houses 

pleasantly, and no one wish to lay it.  

Their faithful Friend and Servant,  

C. D. 

December, 1843.  



The day began, the halls were clear, 

The sun was rising, students were near. 

Hustling and bustling, they quickly filed in,  

Everyone was ready for this day to begin. 

With a Bah Humbug here and a Bah Humbug there, 

The projects had taken them all night to prepare.  

But the day had arrived, a celebration for all.  

Their hard work was repaid when the food they saw.  

With a smile on their faces, they sighed for relief;  

For they knew that their work was now complete.  

If asked what they thought, all would say,  

By golly we had the best Dickens Day! 

 

Amidst all the hustle and bustle of SWBA, 

Language Arts students celebrated the 

Victorian/Romantic period with the best 

holiday spirits on our annual Dickens Day. 

It was a day of enjoyment and fun. The 

students have worked hard on their novel 

projects for over a month, as seen with 

many looks of relief as they handed in 

their finished products. It was an enjoy-

able day for all and we look forward to 

next yearôs celebration!  Happy Holidays! 

Ms. Ratledge 

Dickenõs Day: Ms. Ratledgeõs Language Arts Classes 
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SWBA Spelling Bee  

The winners of the SWBA Spelling Bee, held on December 8th, were:  

Winner: Brandon Matthews 

1st runner up: Zack Vance 

Congratulations to both of these gentlemen, and to all who participated!  

 

 

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UNï See Ms. White for more information or visit 

http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html  

Geo Bee ï See Ms. Cairns for more information 

Turkish Olympiad ï See Ms. Gokkurt for more information 

 

Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts, Social 

Studies and Foreign Language (Please see Ms. Ratledge for 

more information):  

http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html
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Career Week at Sweetwater Branch Academy from 

December 14-18, 2009 was a success in Ms. Cairns Social 

Studies Class!  

We started the week learning how to create a resume.    

Here is partsof Jose A. M. Cuevas resume to be a famous actor- 

                                                                                                                    

             

                                                                                                                    

              Jose A. M. Cuevas 

                                                                                                                    

             Address, Email, Phone number 

                                                                                                                    

             

Education 

                   No degree from any University (still in school)  

                  Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School 

                   6th Grade student 

                   I want to concentrate on acting  

                  Spanish and Turkish 

Awards 

                 Perfect Attendance Award 

                 Black belt in Karate 

                 ñAò Honor roll 

Teaching Experience 

               Home 

               I taught my sister how to divide  

Experience 

             Teachers Helper 

              I helped Ms. Cairns pass out papers 

Papers 

            What I Want To Be  

            Career Day paper for Ms. Cairns 6th grade Social Studies  



Languages 

        English-native language 

        Spanish- still learning 

        Turkish- still learning 

Hobbies 

        Playing the drums 

        Eating pie 

        Doing math problems 

        Acting 

 

Jose Akil Cuevas also brought a brief class to class the day he was interviewed and 

made sure to bring his resume in it. Needless to say, he was hired!  

As a class, we then learned how to interview and be interviewed for a potential job. It 

was essential that the students brought their resumes with them for the interview. We 

discussed common interview methods and what the employer was looking for. Here is a 

list of some of the interview questions:  

 What is your greatest strength? 

What motivates you? 

How do you handle stress and pressure? 

What are your salary expectations? 

Tell me about yourself. 

Do you prefer to work independently or on a team?  

What is your greatest weakness? 

Why do you want to work here?  

Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 

Do you have any questions about this job? 

Tyler Williamson informed me that his greatest weakness was chocolate and when I 

asked Natalie if she had any questions about the job she said, ñYes, when do I start?ò 

 During the week the students presented Career Research Essays to become more fa-

miliar with their chosen profession which ranged to FBI agent, makeup artist and aero-

space engineer.  

Career Week at Sweetwater Branch Academy from 

December 14-18, 2009 was a success in Ms. Cairns Social 

Studies Class!  
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Career Week 

Career Day Essay by Jenise Hall  

When I grow up I would like to be Veterinarian, because I would like to 

heal animals in need of help, treatment and or care. Veterinarians are kind of 

like doctors except they work with animals and not humans. Veterinarians provide 

healthcare for pets, livestock, zoos and laboratory animals. The main reason why 

I would like to be a veterinarian is, I have many years experience with all kinds of 

different animals and enjoy caring for them. Veterinarians play an important role 

in society because they play a part in controlling the population. As mentioned 

before Veterinarians save lives of many animals so they are also increasing the 

population of animals by healing them if they get injured or protecting them from 

extinction.  

In order to be a vet you will need to do four years of college and then 

another four years in veterinary school and then pass a medical board examina-

tion before you qualify. Once you become a vet you can practice on all kind of 

animals because most of what you study in the veterinary course covers domestic 

species like dogs, cats, pocket pets, cows, sheep, horses, birds/poultry, if your 

heart is set on more exotic animals like dolphins, seals and lions, then generally 

what happens is that you would go further to take a diploma course in zoo medi-

cine or marine biology. These places are few and far between as they often re-

quire you to be attached to a particular zoo or ocean park to qualify. In order to 

be a vet you also need a license for diagnosing medical conditions of animals; 

prescribe medication, dispensing or administrating drugs, medicine, appliances, 

applications or treatment of whatever nature for the prevention, cure or relief of a 

wound, fracture, bodily injury, or disease thereof; performing any manual proce-

dure for the diagnosis of or treatment for pregnancy or fertility or infertility of 

animals; or determining the health, fitness or soundness of an animal and sur-

gery, acupuncture, obstetricsééé. 

There are many benefits of being a veterinarian, is that it has good pay. In order 

for someone to be a Veterinarian you have to be over the age of 20 and it doesnôt 

matter if you are female or male. Being a veterinarian helps clienteles to be able 

to have the knowledge to help their animals if they are sick and help them. My 

inspiration for being a veterinarian would have to be success. There are many 

reasons why I would enjoy all the fun of being a Veterinarian and in the future I 

will try to exceed the expectations required and eventually pursue my dream of 

being a Veterinarian.    



On Friday December 18, 2009 the entire school recognized Career Day with special 

guest speakers such as Dr. Abboud (Scientist), Byers L. Hickmon (Gainesville Police De-

partment), Lyle Canida (Pharmacist), Yagnesh Patel (Private Business Owner) and Enri-

que Vargas (Orthodontist). 

 

Now that we are more prepared for our futures, itôs time to open our presents! Happy 

Holidays!  

Enjoy the Winter Break and we will see you next year!  

 

Ms. Cairns 

Social Studies Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Week 
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