
Dear Parents and Students, 

Welcome back to SWBA. I hope everybody had a great holiday, well rested and ready for 

the rest of the 1st semester. 

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K-9 in the School Year 2010-

2011. 

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, 

November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to student’s fall 2010. SWBA 

schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Enroll-

ment l began in Jan-2010. Please follow up on our school website, www.swbacademy.org, 

for more information about the future school, any available updates, and enrollment proc-

ess.  

School Wide Champions got their gifts from the Honorable guests on SWBA Ca-

reer Day-Friday, December 18, 2009                                                                         

We had a very successful career day. We had very special guest speakers in our school for 

this day.  Nona C. Jones (GRU Community Relations Director) and Tony R. 

Jones (Gainesville Police Chief) will be in our school to be with our students @ 1:30-3 pm. 

Cheryl Smith (Educator), Yagnesh Patel (Businessman), Khalil Abboud (Scientist-director), 

Enrique Vargas (DMD) - Lyle Canida (Pharmacist) - Byers L. Hickmon (Executive Director 

Richard House Youth Academy) also visited the students today. Much thanks to all who par-

ticipated and to our PVO president, Dr. Abboud, for his great efforts. School-wide chess 

competitors, Spelling Bee, and AMC8 (math) winners received gifts from the honorable 

guests on that day.                                                                                                   

Academic Teams                                                                                                          

Our first Lego League team will compete in Ocala this Saturday, January 9th .Good luck to 

Mr. Gurcan and the team members in their first competition.  Also, the Science Olympiad 

team will compete in Orlando for the 2nd invitational Orlando Science Academy Science 

Olympiad on Saturday, January 16, 2010. We are expecting more help from the parents for 

being coaches or chaperoning. Please contact Mr. Baslanti if you would like to join our aca-

demic teams as a coach or volunteer. 
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FCAT Weekend Studies                                                                                               

The holiday season has ended, and there are less than 47 school days left before the Math, 

Reading and Science FCATs and only 23 days for the Writing. Students! You should con-

tinue working toward your goals every day, and not miss a moment of instructional time. 

FCAT weekend studies started on December 5, 2009 and will continue the next 8 weeks for 

those students who need help. Please make sure to send your child to our school 

(Saturdays which is written on the permission sleeps given to the students).  

Home Visits  

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the interaction with the 

student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to students' academic 

and behavioral progress. SWBA Teachers visited 32 homes so far. Our target is to visit all of 

our students this year. 

Please contact Dr. Baslanti at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make home visit 

arrangements with your student's teachers. Depending on our teacher's availability, at least 

two teachers will visit our students and parents at their homes. You may reach the home 

visit photos from the following link http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home-visits&catid=55:home-visits&Itemid=97.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful weekend.  

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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New Student Club: Sign Language Club 
Good news! We are going to have a new club starting next week. Nuriya Bechtel 

who is an expert in sign language will be helping interested students learn sign lan-

guage. We are so excited about this club we could not even wait for the second se-

mester. We have already announced the club to our students. Interested students 

can contact Dr. Baslanti to sign up. The club will be held on Wednesdays.  

 

 

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part 

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID. 

 

  

 

Saturday FCAT Studies 

Dear Parent, 

This year the FCAT will be held from March 9th through March 19th. We believe that 

you know how important FCAT is for your child’s education, and we would like to 

inform you about an opportunity we are offering at SWBA to increase your student’s 

success in the FCAT tests. Our science and math departments have designed a nine 

week FCAT practice and review program that will meet Saturdays beginning Decem-

ber 5, 2009. Students are encouraged to attend as many sessions as possible. Each 

week will focus on a different strand of review.  

 

SCHEDULE  

9:00- 9:55 am   FCAT Science Study (8th graders)            

9:55- 10:05 am              Light snack provided by SWBA 

10:05- 11:00 am FCAT Math Study                      

11:00 am                        Parent pick-up 
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Please check the appropriate box for the days and sessions you wish to join 

and return this form to Dr. Baslanti by Friday, December 4, 2009. 

 
 

    I, ___________________________ parent of 

_______________________________________, ______th grade give my full consent 

for my child to participate in SWBA weekend FCAT studies.  I hereby acknowledge that 

Sweetwater Branch Academy does not accept liability for any incident that may occur 

during FCAT practice sessions on the above dates. 

    

Signature of Parent/Guardian_____________ 

Date ____________ 

Emergency Number parent can be reached during weekend FCAT study sessions: 

_______________ 

 

Names of your math and science teacher: 

 ______________________ and  ______________________ 

Dates Science Math 

Saturday, December 5th
     

Saturday, December 12th
     

Saturday, January 9th
     

Saturday,  January 23rd
     

Saturday, February 6th
     

Saturday, February 13th
     

Saturday, February 20th
     

Saturday, March 6th
     

Saturday, March 13th
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Jaguars of Character  
 
We now have a bulletin board for students who deserve to be called “Jaguars of Char-

acter” based on number of commendations they receive every month as well as their 

discipline records. The pictures of students from each grade level will be posted on the 

bulletin board to show our appreciation of their terrific performance. Come and check 

out the winners of December!  

 

Library Hours 
 
Students can check out books from the library. Library hours are from 3:40 pm to 4:15 

pm every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. We are in need of parent volunteers for 

the library so that we can extend the library hours. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at      

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you are interested in volunteering in the library.  

 

Reminder About ISS Rules 

 
I would like to remind an important policy from our handbook about ISS rules. Students 
who are violating ISS rules and procedures will be sent home for the rest of the day and 
will be assigned out-of-school suspension (violation code 3.25).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lego League Qualifying Tournament 

WHEN: The FLL Cornerstone School Robotics Tournament will be held January 9, 2010. 

Team arrival and check in will begin at 8:00am. There will be a coaches meeting at 

8:30am, followed by the Opening Ceremony at 9am. The event will conclude later that 

afternoon at the end of the Competition and Judging Awards Ceremony. 

WHERE: The FLL Cornerstone School Robotics Tournament will be held at Forest High 

School. The address is 5000 SE Maricamp Rd, Ocala, FL 34480. 
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Ms. Medlock  

Student Council: 
Student Council will be meeting on Monday mornings at 8:30 in Mrs. Medlock’s 
room, if you would like to help out with our fundraising and other activities you 
are welcome to show up! We would love to have you there! 

 
Hats on Day: 
On Thursday, January 14 we will have a Hats on Day. Students can pay $1 to 
wear a hat of their choice. The money will go towards The Foundation for Chil-
dren with Cancer.  Students will need to pay Mrs. Medlock in the morning to be 
allowed to wear a hat. If their name is not on the list of students that paid to 
wear a hat, then those students will receive a conduct point. Please see the flyers 
in the hallway or Mrs. Medlock for more information. 
 
Candygrams: 
We didn’t sell as many candygrams as we had hoped to sell. The lollipops will be 

on sale before/after school for $0.50. Students can see Mrs. Medlock. 

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UN– See Ms. White for more information or visit 
http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html 
 
Geo Bee – See Ms. Cairns for more information 
 
Turkish Olympiad – See Ms. Gokkurt for more information 
 
Nile Foundation Essay and Art Contest – Deadline February 5th, 2010 

Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts, Social 

Studies and Foreign Language (Please see Ms. Ratledge for 

more information):  

http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html
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Around the world and back with Ms. Cairnsé 

ART CLUB 
 
We have started an Art Club at Sweet Water Branch Academy! There seems to be 
a lot of talented artist attending our school and the opportunity to utilize that tal-
ent has been taking place every Tuesday, after school in Ms. Cairns Social Studies 
Class! So far we have designed three dimensional homes and decorated them 

using cardboard, construction paper, glitter, feathers and fake flowers. The artist 
will take their colorful homes to you, next week. January 11, 2010 we will begin 
learning how to draw using charcoal. Please, let me know if you are interested in 
donating art supplies! It would be greatly appreciated! 
 

Career Day 

 
On Friday December 18, 2009 the entire school recognized Career Day with spe-

cial guest speakers such as Dr. Abboud (Scientist), Sherry Smith (Educator), 

Byers L. Hickmon (Gainesville Police Department), Lyle Canida (Pharmacist), Yag-

nesh Patel (Private Business Owner) and Enrique Vargas (Orthodontist). The stu-

dents also got an opportunity to get to know their teachers Ms. Ratledge, Mr. 

Sintjago and Ms. Cairns a little bit more during an impromptu presentation about 

how they ended up as teachers. Some students took Myers-Briggs Type Indi-

cator (MBTI) assessment. The exams is a questionnaire designed to measure 

psychological preferences in how people perceive the world and make decisions 

based on Carl Jung. This is a well known test to help aid a person in understand-

ing themselves. Career Day gave SWBA students the chance to consider a myriad 

of professions that they could pursue in the future. The faculty is appreciative for 

the professionals who took time out of their busy schedules to talk about what 

they do for a living, to help inspire and motivate our students. 

This Week in American History 
 
On January 6, 1883, Samuel Morse demonstrated the first telegraph.  The tele-

graph revolutionized long-distance communication.  Messages could be transmit-

ted across long distances using a series of dots and dashes that represented let-

ters.  This precursor to the telephone and e-mail was able to relay information in 

minutes instead of the days it would take to send a letter.  Telegraph companies 

typically charged by the word, resulting in short messages (similar to how text 

messages can only contain a limited number of characters in each mes-

sage).  Western Union, a company still used today, was originally founded as a 

telegraph company. 
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Around the world and back with Ms. Cairnsé 

2010 Geography Bee 

Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School 

 

Each year thousands of schools in the United States participate in the National 
Geography Bee using materials prepared by the National Geographic Society. The 
contest is designed to encourage teachers to include geography in their class-
rooms, spark student’s interest in the subject and increase public awareness 
about geography. 
Schools with students in grades four through eight are eligible for this entertain-
ing and challenging test of geographic knowledge. Sweetwater Branch Middle 
School will be participating in this year’s event and students who wish to partici-
pate will be prepared for the school-level Geography Bee. The winner of our 
school-level bee will have the opportunity to participate at the state level and 
possibly at a national level in Washington, D.C. It is highly encouraged that they 
set time aside at home to prepare.  

The Geography Bee Competition is going to be held during school hours on Janu-

ary 13, 2010. The winner will then take a Geography Bee Test to qualify for the 

state competition. The Geography Bee competitors are Nate Selznick, Diamund 

Green, Maia Pelham, Isaac O’hern, Tyandra Mosley, Chanise Pelham, Emily 

Kirkpatrick, Wesley Lawrence, Liz Wyatt, Mickey Levy, Quennon Ewing, Zach 

Vance, Cullan Henessey, Katie Paulmino, Allegre Dickinson and Lakiah Bride. 

These are the students that scored the highest on the Geography Test or they are 

in Geography Bee Club. The Geography Bee is a great learning experience and a 

fun way to learn about the world. Students who participate will better understand 

how world systems function and about people and places. If you have any ques-

tions, please email me at kcairns@swbacademy.org 

Ms. Cairns 

mailto:kcairns@swbacademy.org
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