
SWBA  Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K -9 in the School Year 2010 -

2011  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, 

November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 2010. SWBA 

schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Enrollment 

l began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for more 

information about the future school, any update available, and enrollment process. We will 

have open houses for the prospective parents on the below days: 

Thursday, 01/21/2010 from 5:30 -7 pm; Saturday, 01/23/2010 from 1 -3 pm; Thursday, 

01/28/2010 from 5:30 -7 pm; Saturday, 01/302010 from 1 -3 pm; and Thursday, 02/04/2010 

from 5:30 -7 pm 

SWBA Regional Math Stars Competition for the 4th and 5th grade Students -

Saturday, February 6 th , 2010:   

The primary goal of this contest is to stimulate interest and achievement in mathematics 

among 4th & 5th grade students throughout Alachua County. Additionally, we would like to 

provide recognition of outstanding young mathematicians, their dedicated teachers, and the 

schools. The contest will be held on Saturday, February 6, 2010 between 2:00 pm and 5:00 

pm at Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School campus. There is no fee to participate in 

the contest. Registration is required since space is limited. Online registration is available at 

http://www.swbacademy.org/mathstars/mathstars.php . 

 

Academic Teams: Science Olympiad team will compete in Orlando for the  2nd invitational 

Orlando Science Academy Science Olympiad on Saturday, January 16,2010. We are expect-

ing more help from the parents for being a coach or chaperoning .And also our school fu-

ture city team will compete for the State Wide l tournament in Tampa, Saturday, January 

23rd, 2010. Good luck to our Science Olympiad and Future City teams. Please contact Mr. 

Baslanti if you want to join our academic teams as a coach or volunteer  
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

January 15 

Flex Day 

January 16 

Science Olympiad Invitational 

January 18 

Holiday-MLK Birthday 

January 20  

School Wide Science Fair 

January 22 

End of First Semester 

January 23 

Future City Competition 
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FCAT Weekend Studies:  The holiday season has ended, and there are only less than 40 

school days left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATs and only 16 for the Writing. 

Students! You should continue working toward your goals every day, and not miss a mo-

ment of instructional time. FCAT weekend studies started on December 5, 2009 and will 

continue in 8 weeks for those students who need help.  Please make sure to send your child 

to our school (Saturdays which is written on the permission sleeps given to the students).  

 

 

 

 

 

Home Visits : Experience and research from all over the United States show that the inter-

action with the student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to stu-

dents' academic and behavioral progress. SWBA teachers have visited 33 homes so far. Our 

target is to visit all of our students this year.  Please contact Dr. Baslanti at  

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make home visit arrangements with your stu-

dent's teachers. Depending on our teacher's availability, at least two teachers will visit our 

students and parents at their homes. You may reach the home visit photos from the follow-

ing link  

  http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home -

visits&catid=55:home -visits&Itemid=97 .  

No School: Friday, January 15, 2010(Flex Day) & Monday, January 18, 2010 (Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day) 

Have a wonderful 4 day holiday, 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 

mailto:ubaslanti@swbacademy.org
http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home-visits&catid=55:home-visits&Itemid=97
http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home-visits&catid=55:home-visits&Itemid=97


New Student Club: Sign Language Club  

Sign language club started this week. Nuriya Thomas who is an expert in sign lan-

guage is teaching interested students learn sign language. Interested students can 

contact Dr. Baslanti to sign up. The club will be held on Wednesdays.  

 

 

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part 

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

  

 

Saturday FCAT Studies  

Dear Parent, 

This year the FCAT will be held from March 9th through March 19th. We believe that 

you know how important FCAT is for your childôs education, and we would like to 

inform you about an opportunity we are offering at SWBA to increase your studentôs 

success in the FCAT tests. Our science and math departments have designed a nine 

week FCAT practice and review program that will meet Saturdays beginning Decem-

ber 5, 2009. Students are encouraged to attend as many sessions as possible. Each 

week will focus on a different strand of review.  

 

SCHEDULE  

9:00- 9:55 am   FCAT Science Study (8th graders)            

9:55- 10:05 am             Light snack provided by SWBA 

10:05- 11:00 am FCAT Math Study                      

11:00 am                     Parent pick -up 
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Please check the appropriate box for the days and sessions you wish to join 

and return this form to Dr. Baslanti by Friday, December 4, 2009.  

 
 

    I, ___________________________ parent of 

_______________________________________, ______th grade give my full consent 

for my child to participate in SWBA weekend FCAT studies.  I hereby acknowledge that 

Sweetwater Branch Academy does not accept liability for any incident that may occur 

during FCAT practice sessions on the above dates. 

    

Signature of Parent/Guardian_____________ 

Date ____________ 

Emergency Number parent can be reached during weekend FCAT study sessions: 

_______________ 

 

Names of your math and science teacher: 

 ______________________ and  ______________________ 

Dates  Science  Math  

Saturday, December 5th
     

Saturday, December 12th
     

Saturday, January 9th
     

Saturday,  January 23rd
     

Saturday, February 6th
     

Saturday, February 13th
     

Saturday, February 20th
     

Saturday, March 6th
     

Saturday, March 13th
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Jaguars of Character  

 

We now have a bulletin board for students who deserve to be called ñJaguars of Char-

acterò based on number of commendations they receive every month as well as their 

discipline records. The pictures of designated students from each grade level are posted 

on the bulletin board to show our appreciation of their terrific performance. Come and 

check out the winners of December!  

 

Library Hours  

 

Students can check out books from the library. Library hours are from 3:40 pm to 4:15 

pm every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. We are in need of parent volunteers for 

the library so that we can extend the library hours. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at      

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you are interested in volunteering in the library.  

 

Reminder About ISS Rules  

 

I would like to remind an important policy from our handbook about ISS rules. Students 

who are violating ISS rules and procedures will be sent home for the rest of the day and 
will be assigned out-of-school suspension (violation code 3.25).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UNï See Ms. White for more information or visit http://
www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html  

 

Geo Bee ï See Ms. Cairns for more information 
 

Turkish Olympiad ï See Ms. Gokkurt for more information 
 

Nile Foundation Essay and Art Contest ï Deadline February 5th, 2010 
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Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts, Social 

Studies and Foreign Language (Please see Ms. Ratledge for 

more information):  

mailto:ubaslanti@swbacademy.org
http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html
http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html
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Around the world and back with Ms. Cairnsé 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  was an American activist, clergyman and prominent 

leader in the African-American Rights. His main legacy was to secure progress on 

civil rights in the United States, and he has become a human rights icon. He led 

the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and helped found the Southern Christian Lead-

ership Conference in 1957, serving as its first president. King's efforts led to the 

1963 March on Washington, where King delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech. 

There, he raised public consciousness of the civil rights movement and estab-

lished himself as one of the greatest orators in U.S. history.  

In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for 

his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedi-

ence and other non-violent means. He was posthumously awarded the Presiden-

tial Medal of Freedom in 1977 and Congressional Gold Medal in 2004; Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. Day was established as a U.S. national holiday in 1986. There will 

be no school at Sweetwater Branch Academy, January 18, 2010 to celebrate this 

great man. Next week in Social Studies we will be watching Martin Luther Kingôs, 

ñI Have a Dreamò speech and then each student will write their own, ñI Have a 

Dreamò speech. 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

Ms. Cairns 
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Geography Bee Competition 

The final results are in from the Sweetwater Branch Academy Geography Bee. We 

are proud to announce that Isaac Oôhern won! The questions ranged from, ñAfter a 

long legal battle, the Maori were granted legal rights to a traditional war chant in 

which country?ò The answer, New Zealand! To, ñThe Caspian Sea, the worldôs larg-

est lake by area, borders which country?ò The answer, Azerbaijan!  

April 9, 2010 is the state level competition and the national final round will be held 

on May 26, 2010. Check local listings for dates and times of the televised program, 

or visit the Bee website at www.nationalgeographic .com/geographicbee for broad-

cast information. We are very proud of you, Isaac!  

Alachua County Spelling Bee is coming up on January 28th, 2010.  Our support goes 

to Brandon Matthews, our school winner, who will be competing at the Kirby -Smith 

Center on that day!  Good Luck Brandon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL LANGUAGE ARTS STUDENTS!!  

There will be a Friday Evening-In (not a Lock -In) for 8 th grade writing practice and 

all grade FCAT reading practice.  It will last from 6 to 9pm on January 29 th, 2010.  

The night will include dinner, FCAT study, a movie, snacks and oh so much fun!!  

Please come and join us for this!  A signup sheet and permission form will be 

handed out for students interested in attending.  

Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge  

http://www.nationalgeographic
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Congratulations to our FIRST Lego League Team! 

Our school would like to congratulate those who participated in SWBAôs first Lego 

League competition.  Not only was this an exciting experience for our students, 

but it is the first competing team in Alachua County!  Our students are proudly 

participating in something that is a first for Alachua County students and we hope 

that it is the beginning of a great tradition.  

 

On January 9th, our participants went to Ocala as Sweetwaterôs FIRST Lego 

League Team. Our team consisted of Sahil Patel, Quennon Ewing, Jose Cuevas, 

Nate Selznick and Zephrin Green.   Mr. Cinar and I coached the team. Our ac-

countant, Mr. Cevik, and our parents, Mr. Cuevas, Mr. DiPietro and Ms. Johnson, 

were there to support us.  

 

There were four separate areas of judging: Robot Design, Robot Performance, 

and Project Presentation and Teamwork.  

 

 Technical score was the 5th highest of the 19 teams. 

Teamwork score was the 8th highest of the 19 teams.  

Project presentation was the 12th highest of the 19 teams.  

 

In the robot performance we got the third highest scores two times.  I think we 

had a good experience and our team did a good job. I am sure we will do better 

next year. I would like to thank our administration, families, students and 

coaches. 

 

PS: The topic of the project for the next year is food and water safety.  
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Congratulations to our FIRST Lego League Team! 

 


