
SWBA  Schools Accepts Applications for the Grades K -9 in the School Year 2010

-2011:  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, 

November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 2010. SWBA 

schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Enroll-

ment l began in Jan-2010. Please follow up on our schools website www.swbacademy.org 

for more information about the future school, any update available, and enrollment proc-

ess. We will have open houses for the prospective parents on the below days:                       

Saturday, 01/30, 2010 1-3 pm; Thursday, 02/04/2010 5:30 -7 pm                                                

We received more than 130 applications for the next school year in one week.  

SWBA Regional Math Stars Competition for the 4th and 5th grade Students -

Saturday, February 6 th , 2010:   

The primary goal of this contest is to stimulate interest and achievement in mathematics 

among 4th & 5th grade students throughout Alachua County. Additionally, we would like 

to provide recognition of outstanding young mathematicians, their dedicated teachers, 

and the schools. The contest will be held on Saturday, February 6, 2010 between 2:00 pm 

and 5:00 pm at Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School campus. There is no fee to 

participate in the contest.  Registration is required since space is limited. Online registra-

tion is available at http://www.swbacademy.org/mathstars/mathstars.php . 

 

 

SWBA Future City Team received Engineering Excellence Award:    

Our school's Future City Team received Engineering Excellence award in the Future City 

Tampa Bay Regional Finals on Saturday, January 23, 2010 at Thurgood Marshall Middle 

School, St. Petersburg. Congratulations to our students Nate Selznick, Joel Cray, Quennon 

Ewing and their teacher Mr. Gurcan and coaches Mr.DiPietro, and Ms. Johnson, for their 

great effort and success.  

Principalõs Corner 

SWEETWATER 

BRANCH 

ACADEMY  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Friday, January 29, 2010  Volume 2, Issue 20  

Sweetwater News 

IMPORTANT DATES:  

February 1  

Send Report Cards Home 

February 6  

SWBA 

 Math Stars Competition  

for 4th and 5th Graders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this issue:  

Principalõs Corner 1-2 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 3-6 

Ms. Ratledge 7 

Science Fair 8 

Basketball Team 8 

Future City 9 

Math Stars 10 

www.swbacademy.org 

http://www.swbacademy.org/mathstars/mathstars.php


FCAT Weekend Studies:  We started the second semester as you know, and there are 

only less than 25 school days left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATs and only 

6 for the Writing. Students! You should continue working toward your goals every day, 

and not miss a moment of instructional time. FCAT weekend studies started on Decem-

ber 5, 2009 and will continue the next 8 weeks for those students who need help.  Please 

make sure to send your child to our school (Saturdays, which is written on the permis-

sion slips given to the students).  

1st Semester Award Ceremony:  

We will have the 1st Semester Award Ceremony on Monday, February 1, 2010 in cafete-

ria @2:30 pm. All parents are invited.  

 

Home Visits : Experience and research from all over the United States show that the 

interaction with the student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to 

students' academic and behavioral progress. SWBA Teachers visited 34 homes so far. 

Our target is to visit all of our students this year.  Please contact Dr. Baslanti at                   

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make home visit arrangements with your stu-

dent's teachers. Depending on our teacher's availability, at least two teachers will visit 

our students and parents at their homes. You may reach the home visit photos from the 

following link  

http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home -visits&catid=55:home-

visits&Itemid=97 .  

Have a wonderful weekend 

Fethi Goktepe 

Principal 
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First Semester Report Cards  

 

Dear Parents, 

First semester report cards will be handed out to students during 6 th period on Mon-

day, February 1, 2010. Please check with your child to make sure that you receive 

your childôs report card. Each student will get two report cards: One printed off of 

schoolôs SWBA Connect system  and one from the Districtôs system.  You can contact 

me if you havenôt received it. 

Second Semester Student Clubs  

Sign Language Club, Teacher: Nuriya Thomas  

Interested students can contact Dr. Baslanti to sign up. The club will be held on 

Wednesdays.  

  

Tennis Club (replacing Spelling Club), Coach: Ms. Ratledge  
When: Mondays 

Students who wish to participate will need to have a tennis racquet (school will not 

provide these) and have tennis shoes (any running or athletic shoe will work) in or-

der to participate.   A parent permission form will also be required for this club. Stu-
dents will be expected to dress out (wear PE/athletic clothing) for this club.   Please 

see Ms. Ratledge for more details. 
 

 

World Cultures Club, Teacher: Mrs. Medlock  
When: Thursdays 

Hola! Bonjour! Jambo! Gutentag! Bonswa! Do you enjoy learning about cultures from 

around the World? This is the club for you! We will enjoy foods, music, and dance 
from many of the places from around the globe. We will watch videos exhibiting dis-

plays of many cultures. The students will decide which cultures/ countries we visit. 

Group participation will be required.  
 

 

Dance/Step class, Teacher: Ms. Cairns  
When: Mondays 

Dance/Step club will now be held every, Monday in Ms. Cairns Social Studies class-

room #105.  We will be learning new dance moves and listening to music. Many stu-
dents have exhibited excellent athletic ability and here is the opportunity to utilize 

the SWBA dancing talent! 
 

 

Art Club, Teacher: Ms. Cairns  

Calling all Artist! Every, Tuesday in Ms. Cairns Social Studies Class room 105 is Art 
Club. So far we have learned how to draw with charcoal, built three dimensional 

houses, drew portraits and created a collage that represented who we are. If you 

are interested in learning how to paint with acrylics, water colors and more - please, 
come see us on Tuesday after school! 
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Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part 

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

  

Saturday FCAT Studies  

Dear Parent, 

This year the FCAT will be held from March 9th through March 19th. We believe that 

you know how important FCAT is for your childôs education, and we would like to 

inform you about an opportunity we are offering at SWBA to increase your studentôs 

success in the FCAT tests. Our science and math departments have designed a nine 

week FCAT practice and review program that will meet Saturdays beginning Decem-

ber 5, 2009. Students are encouraged to attend as many sessions as possible. Each 

week will focus on a different strand of review.  

 

SCHEDULE  

9:00- 9:55 am   FCAT Science Study (8th graders)            

9:55- 10:05 am              Light snack provided by SWBA 

10:05- 11:00 am FCAT Math Study                      

11:00 am                        Parent pick -up 

 

 

News from the Basketball Team  

Our basketball team continues to play practice games with Howard Bishop. Another 

scrimmage game has been arranged with Bishop team on Thursday, January 29, 

2010 in their gym between 5:00 -7:00 pm. We would like to thank to our coaches 

and students for their continuing effort and enthusiasm for the team.  
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Please check the appropriate box for the days and sessions you wish to 

join and return this form to Dr. Baslanti as soon as possible.  

 

 

 
 

    I, ___________________________ parent of 

_______________________________________, ______th grade give my full con-

sent for my child to participate in SWBA weekend FCAT studies.  I hereby acknowl-

edge that Sweetwater Branch Academy does not accept liability for any incident 

that may occur during FCAT practice sessions on the above dates. 

    

Signature of Parent/Guardian_____________ 

Date ____________ 

Emergency Number parent can be reached during weekend FCAT study sessions: 

_______________ 

 

Names of your math and science teacher: 

 ______________________ and  ______________________ 

Dates  Science  Math  

     

     

     

Saturday,  January 23rd
     

Saturday, February 6th
     

Saturday, February 13th
     

Saturday, February 20th
     

Saturday, March 6th
     

Saturday, March 13th
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Jaguars of Character  

 

We now have a bulletin board for students who deserve to be called ñJaguars of Char-

acterò based on number of commendations they receive every month as well as their 

discipline records. The pictures of students from each grade level will be posted on 

the bulletin board to show our appreciation of their terrific performance. Come and 

check out the winners of December!  

 

Library Hours  

 

Students can check out books from the library. Library hours are from 3:40 pm to 

4:15 pm every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. We are in need of parent volun-

teers for the library so that we can extend the library hours. Please contact Dr. Ba-

slanti at      ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you are interested in volunteering in the 

library.  

 

Reminder About ISS Rules  

 

I would like to remind an important policy from our handbook about ISS rules. Stu-
dents who are violating ISS rules and procedures will be sent home for the rest of the 

day and will be assigned out-of-school suspension (violation code 3.25).  

 

Dr. Baslanti 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UNï See Ms. White for more information or visit 

http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html  
 

Model UN News: Model UN students will be studying the country Yemen for their 

competition!  Good luck to   the Model UN students.  

Geo Bee ï See Ms. Cairns for more information 

 

Turkish Olympiad ï See Ms. Gokkurt for more information 
 

Nile Foundation Essay and Art Contest ï Deadline February 5th, 2010 
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Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts, Social 

Studies and Foreign Language (Please see Ms. Ratledge for 

more information):  
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge  

Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge  

The Alachua County Spelling Bee was January 28th, 2010.  We are so proud of our 

representative, Brandon Matthews, our school winner, who competed at the Kirby

-Smith Center.   

 

 

New club for Ms.  Ratledge!  

What: Tennis Club (replacing Spelling Club) 

When: Monday 

Where: Howard Bishop tennis courts 

Description: Students who wish to participate will need to have a tennis racquet 

(school will not provide these) and have tennis shoes (any running or athletic 

shoe will work) in order to participate.   A parent permission form will also be re-

quired for this club. Students will be expected to dress out (wear PE/athletic 

clothing) for this club.   Please see Ms. Ratledge for more details. 

 

Calling All Library Assistants, Calling All Library Assistants!!  

Do you like books?  Does going to the library excite you?  Do you like to organize 

things?  Then maybe becoming a library assistant is for you!  Our SWBA library 

needs some willing helpers to volunteer. If you are interested in this position, see 

Ms. Ratledge for an application. All applicants must fill out an application.  Stu-

dents who are selected will be notified by Ms. Ratledge.  Good luck!! 

 

SWBA Spotlight Student  

SWBA would like to recognize one of our students who competed in the Youth 

Talent Extravaganza at the King Center this past weekend!  This is the first year 

this competition took place and was sponsored by members of the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Commission of Florida Inc., which sponsors the King Celebration each 

year.  Out of fifteen contestants in elementary, middle and high school, 6 th grader 

Keiyesa Parker won 3rd place in the middle school category.  We are very proud of 

Keiyesa!  Great job!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th grade   

QuennonEwing 1st 

Raoul Huisden 2nd 

Mickey Levy 3rd 

7th grade   

Cullan Hennessy-Zach Vance 1st 

Daniel EL Basha 2nd 

Rhea Thomas 3rd 

Natanya Cruz 3rd 

6th grade   

Emily  Kirkpatrick 1st 

Jose Akil Quevas 2nd 

Brandon  Matthews 3rd 

Student's Choice   

Wyatt Hurst 6th 

Weston Clark 7th 

Honorable Mention   

Alexander Baglier   

Chistopher Teriot -Jose Berry   

Leeanna Baumgartner   

Wesley Lawrance-Jalen Nattiel   

Young Scientist   

Jennise Hall   

Kaitlyn Wilson   

NatalieLiu   

Raquel Washington   

Rhea Thomas   
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Winners of the SWBA School Wide Science Fair 
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Future City Competition                                                                                                                                                                                               

Congratulations to Sweetwater Future City Team, 

Our school's Future City Team received the Engineering Excellence award in the 

Future City Tampa Bay Regional Finals on Saturday, January 23rd, at Thurgood 

Marshall Middle School, St. Petersburg, FL. 

Our students Nate Selznick, Joel Cray, Quennon Ewing represented our school in 

this competition. Also, Mr. DiPietro, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Cevik and Mr. Gurcan were 

there. We showed our physical model of our future city and made a presentation. 

In addition, the judges looked at our computer design, research essay, and narra-

tive. This competition was a good experience for our students and we are very 

happy to bring this wonderful award to our school and Gainesville.  

 

 



Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School / Friday, January 22, 2010  

www.swbacademy.org 

 

 

SWEETWATER 

BRANCH ACADEMY  Math Stars Competition  

1000 NE 16TH AVE. 

BUILDING C  

GAINESVILLE, FL 

32601|  

PHONE: (352) 375-8838 |  

FAX: (888) 241-5125 


