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Principal’s Corner

Sweetwater Branch Academy 1st Annual Math Starts Contest Was a Huge Suc-
cess!

Our 1st Annual Math Stars Contest was held on Saturday, February 6, 2010 with great
success. We had over 250 people in attendance, including parents and 80 contestants.
Fourth and fifth grade student from public, charter, and private schools in the Alachua
County sweated for 45 minutes to solve challenging math problems in order to win a lap-
top. All participants were recognized and presented with certificates for participation.
First place prize for the math contest was a Laptop computer, second place prize was an
BPod Nano, and the third place prize was an Mp3 Player. The teachers of the winners will
also be awarded with gift certificates, valued at $100, $75, and $50 for the first, second,
and third places respectively.

Yuangi Cai was the first place winner in the contest. Three students, Timothy Fogleman,
Om Sakhalkar, and Trevor Storey tied for second place. After a lottery among the three
students, Timothy Fogleman came in second, and Trevor Storey became the third place
winner.

Congratulations to all winning students and all the others who answered quite a few

questions right. We would also like to thank everyone for making this a very successful
event.

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K-9 in the School Year 2010-

Principal &s 1C2)rner2011.

Assistant Pringipal sAlachua €eunty School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday,

Ms. Ratledge 4
Ms. Cairns 5-6
PVO Corner 7

November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to student’s fall 2010. SWBA
schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Enroll-

ment | began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org,

for more information about the future school, any update available, and enroliment proc-
ess. We will have open houses for the prospective parents on the below days;
We had 5 open houses and those were huge success, with more than two hundred peo-

ple attended. We received more than 230 applications for the next school year.


http://www.swbacademy.org
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Principal’s Corner (Continued)

FCAT Weekend Studies: We started the second semester as you know, and there are

only less than 15 school days left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATSs. Students!
You should continue working toward your goals every day, and not miss a moment of in-
structional time. FCAT weekend studies started on December 5, 2009 and will continue in 9

weeks for those students who need help. Please make sure to send your child to our

' school (Saturdays which is written on the permission sleeps given to the students).

Science Olympiad Team received $ 1000 Donation from GRU:

Our school science Olympiad team received $1000 check from the Gainesville Regional
. Utilities Office of Community Relations for supporting our team for their Regional tourna-
;_ gQ;! ment. Thanks much to the Community Relations Director Mrs. Nona C. Jones and GRU for
o their support and help to our school. I wish good luck to our science Olympiad team in re-

gional and state wide tournaments.

No School: Friday, February 12,2010(Flex Day) & Monday, February 15,2010(Presidents’
Day)

Have a wonderful long weekend.

Fethi Goktepe, Principal

NO FCAT SATURDAY STUDY THIS WEEKEND. IT IS CANCELLED.
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Assistant Principal’s Corner

Re-enroliment Forms

We handed out the reenrollment forms to all students last week. Make sure your
child turns it in to his or her homeroom teacher no later than Tuesday, February 16,
2010 to secure his or her spot. There is also a section on the form to pre-enroll sib-
lings. All students are required to turn this form in even if they are not considering

returning next year.

Sport Teams/Clubs Waiver of Responsibility Form

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time
for the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/
teams (basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or
her homeroom teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they won't be allowed into the

practices.

FCAT Writing Assessment for 8" Grade Students
We administered the 8" grade FCAT Writing Test on Tuesday, February 9, 2010. Our

8" grade students have been preparing for this test and I am sure they all did a

great job. We are looking forward to seeing the results.

Student IDs
All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.

FCAT Study Camp in Jacksonville

We are going to have an FCAT study camp in Jacksonville from Friday, February 12

to Sunday, February 14, 2010. Regular Saturday FCAT sessions will continue at the
school. Make sure your child bring in the Saturday Study permission slips otherwise

they won't be allowed to participate.
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge

New club for Ms. Ratledge!

What: Tennis Club (replacing Spelling Club)

When: Monday

Where: Howard Bishop tennis courts

Description: Students who wish to participate will need to have a tennis racquet
(school will not provide these) and have tennis shoes (any running or athletic
shoe will work) in order to participate. A parent permission form will also be re-
quired for this club. Students will be expected to dress out (wear PE/athletic

clothing) for this club. Please see Ms. Ratledge for more details.

Calling All Library Assistants, Calling All Library Assistants!!

Do you like books? Does going to the library excite you? Do you like to organize
things? Then maybe becoming a library assistant is for you! Our SWBA library
needs some willing helpers to volunteer. If you are interested in this position, see

Ms. Ratledge for an application. All applicants must fill out an application. Stu-

dents who are selected will be notified by Ms. Ratledge. Good luck!!

Ready, Set, Learn!! The Language Arts department hosted an evening of study
for reading and Language Arts students on Friday, January 29", 2010 and it was
a great success. Those who attended worked on reading and writing skills to
help prepare them for the upcoming FCAT tests. 8" graders joined Ms. Ratledge
in the computer lab to brush up their writing skills, while 6™ and 7*" graders

worked with Mrs. Smith and Ms. White on various reading skills. After some in-

tense skill building and writing activities, the students watched the movie “Night
at the Museum: At the Smithsonian”. It was a great evening and we look forward
to having another in the future! Thanks to all those who helped out and who

participated.
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Around the world and back with Ms. Cairns...

Black History Month

February is Black History Month. This week at Sweetwater Branch Academy we are
watching Black Achievement in America. This original, eight-part series documents
Black Achievement in American history, its defining role in the growth of the country,
and its influence on current events. Presented by James Averthe series highlights
the many contributions of Black Americans that have influenced our culture, enriched
our society with their achievements and shaped the history of the United States.

It's one of the least known stories in American history. It is the story of black
achievement and accomplishment. Against all odds, American blacks have built their
own institutions: families, schools, churches and businesses. Against all odds, Ameri-

can blacks have created great art and science.... Fought heroically in every American

war. Against all odds, black men and women have worked endlessly to secure their

own freedom and equality. The untold Story of blacks in America is a 350-year saga

series that brings mu@eded balance, highlighting the exemplary contribution of African Americans
U.S. society and culture...with excellent narration by actor James Avery (the FregkirRrixitmgfimel
portant historical gaps, the programs...are organized in independent segments, making them ideal
r o o m Thedest niew series for African American History studies and an ideal educa-

tional series for Black History Month.

On February 10, 2010 we wrote an essay in class about an African American that we
know personally, who has done something the betterment of society, became suc-
cessful or has impacted our lives in some way. The faculty will read the articles and

pick the best to be entered into a SWBA contest and will be awarded a prize.

Living Biography Day

Reminder- February 17, 2010 is Living Biography Day. All students will be dressed as
the person in history and will present their essay to the class. The essay needs to be
written as if they are the famous person is history. Essentially, it will be as if all ex-
hibits of a museum have come alive. We are looking forward to seeing all of the cos-

tumes and seeing all of the students hard work pay off!

of incredible achievements. "A History of Black Achievement in America is an outstanqiax eightI
o the

for class-
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This week in History

February 12, 2010

Abraham Lincolndéds Birthday

Abraham Lincoln (February 12, 1809 — April 15, 1865) served as the 16th President
of the United States. He successfully led his country through its greatest internal
crisis, the American Civil War, preserving the Union and ending slavery. Before his
election in 1860 as the first Republican president, Lincoln had been a country law-
yer, an Illinois state legislator, a member of the United States House of Representa-
tives. As an outspoken opponent of the expansion of slavery in the United States,
Lincoln won the Republican Party nomination in 1860 and was elected president
later that year. His tenure in office was occupied primarily with the defeat of the
secessionist Confederate States of America in the American Civil War. Abraham Lin-
coln introduced measures that resulted in the abolition of slavery, issuing his Eman-
cipation Proclamation in 1863 and promoting the passage of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment to the Constitution.

Upcoming Competitive Events for Language Arts, Social
Studies and Foreign Language (Please see Ms. Ratledge for
more information):

Odyssey of the Mind and Model UN— See Ms. White for more information or visit

http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html

Model UN News: Model UN students will be studying the country Yemen for their
competition! Good luck to the Model UN students.

Geo Bee — See Ms. Cairns for more information
Turkish Olympiad — See Ms. Gokkurt for more information

Nile Foundation Essay and Art Contest — Deadline February 5, 2010



http://www.floridaodysseyofthemind.org/Calendar.html
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SWEETWATER
The PVO is the Parent Volunteer Organization of Sweetwater Branch Acad-
1000 NE 16TH AVE. emy. Our main goal is to seek donations and raise money to help furnish our
BUILDING C school with some "extras". We would like to fulfill the wish list of our teachers,
GAINESVILLE, FL )
32601 | be able to purchase more smart boards for the classrooms, and in general help
PHONE: (352) 375-8838 | make a great learning atmosphere for our students. Our current goal is to raise

FAX: (888) 241-5125

funds to purchase some basic sound equipment, such as a microphone and

speakers for school programs.

If you have access to a business that might be interested in donating or dis-
counting the price of any of these items, or if you have an idea for a great fund

raiser please let the PVO Board know. The officers are as follows:

President Kahlil Abboud abboudka@gmail.com
Vice. Pres. Yagnesh Patel yagneshPatel@gmail.com
Treasurer Cheryl Smith smithca@gm.sbac.edu
Secretary Trudy Baumgartner trudy@devinecorp.com

Attention all Parents!! We need your help!! The Parent Volunteer Organization
is planning some activities for the next few months and we could use YOUR
help.

February is Black History Month and Cheryl Smith is working with our teachers
on some special programs. If you are interested in helping Cheryl please con-
tact her at 682-4714.

On Friday, March 26 we will be hosting an International Night. We invite all our

students and their families to participate, learn something about a country you
didn't know, and have some fun! If you would like to showcase your heritage

by hosting a booth, help with ethnic foods, or design a passport, please contact

Kahlil Abboud at abboudka@gmail.com. Our "passports" will have space for you
to place a personal ad for your student, or a business card, at reasonable rates.
The PVO is also going to have a fund raiser to earn funds to buy a portable
sound system to be used at our special events at school. If you have a sugges-
tion on how to raise funds or know of a business that would like to sponsor us,

please contact Trudy Baumgartner at trudy@devinecorp.com.
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