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BRANCH ACADEMY . . ~
MIDDLE SCHOOL Principal s Corner

SWBA Students in Model United Nations Competition

o IMPORTANT DATES:

February 19 . .
y On February 12th, Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School took part in the 14th annual

L2 ey Tallahassee Southern Model United Nations Conference. Teams from all over the state
Olympiad Teams Study  gathered at the Florida Capitol Building to demonstrate their ability to be the ambassador of
February 21 a country. The Model United Nations Conference provides middle and high school students
Math League with the chance to debate, prepare resolutions, negotiate with allies, and resolve conflicts of
Competition current issues in the United Nations. Each group of students and schools that participated
was able to choose a country to research and represent at the Conference. They were then
separated into topic-specific committees: General Assembly, UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, UN Development Program, Economic and Social Council, and the Security Coun-

cil.

The SWBA Team chose to represent the Republic of Yemen. They were placed in the Gen-
eral Assembly with the topics concerning the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). More
specifically, the MDG 7: Ensuring Environmental Sustainability and MDG 8: Developing a

Global Partnership for Development. At the conference, the students were able to use their

research to discuss current topics and relate the issues from Yemen to other countries in

the United Nations. The partici pants in this event were

Pelham, and Elizabeth Wyatt. The advisor and coach of the team was Ms. White. It was a
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wonderful experience for our students and they are already looking forward to next year!
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http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=131%3Amodel-united-nations-competition&catid=47%3Aacademics&Itemid=121
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Pennies for Haiti Contest:

I would like to congratulate SWBA students, parents and staff for their great effort

for helping to Haiti. Our school raised 5 ¥z gallons of pennies for the Pennies for

Haiti contest sponsored by Magic 101.3. As a reward the students will have a chance
to meet recording artist Trina. Way to go Sweetwater Branch Academy! We knew

you could do it!

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades _ K-9 in the School Year
2010 -2011:

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School
Tuesday, November 17, 20009. SWBA ES i s
2010. SWBA schools will accept applications for the grades K9 in the school year
2010-2011. Enrollment | began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website

www.swbacademy.org, for more information about the future school, any update

available, and enrollment process. We had 5 open houses and those were huge suc-
cess, with more than two hundred people attended. We received more than 230 ap-

plications for the next school year.

FCAT Weekend Studies

We started the second semester, as you know, and there are only less than 12
school days left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATSs. Students! You should
continue working toward your goals every day, and not miss a moment of instruc-
tional time. FCAT weekend studies started on December 5, 2009 and will continue in
9 weeks for those students who need help. Please make sure to send your child to
our school (Saturdays which is written on the permission sleeps given to the stu-

dents).

Have a wonderful weekend

Fethi Goktepe, Principal
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Re-enrollment Forms

We handed out the reenroliment forms to all students last week. Make sure your child
turns it in to his or her homeroom teacher no later than Tuesday, February 23, 2010 to
secure his or her spot. There is also a section on the form to pre -enroll siblings. All stu-
dents are required to turn this form in even if they are not considering returning next

year.

Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for
the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams
(basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her home-

room teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they

Student IDs

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of

the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.

STUDENT 4
—_— :
—— - :

Ugur Baslanti, Assistant Principal
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SWBA Model United Nations Team 2009-10

On February 12", Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School took part in the 14™ an-
nual Tallahassee Southern Model United Nations Conference. Teams from all over the
state gathered at the Florida Capitol Building to demonstrate their ability to be the am-
bassador of a country. The Model United Nations Conference provides middle and high
school students with the chance to debate, prepare resolutions, negotiate with allies,

and resolve conflicts of current issues in the United Nations. Each group of students

and schools that participated was able to choose a country to research and represent at
the Conference. They were then separated into topic-specific committees: General As-
sembly, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UN Development Program, Economic and
Social Council, and the Security Council.

The SWBA Team chose to represent the Republic of Yemen. They were placed in the
General Assembly with the topics concerning the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). More specifically, the MDG 7: Ensuring Environmental Sustainability and MDG
8: Developing a Global Partnership for Development. At the conference, the students
were able to use their research to discuss current topics and relate the issues from
Yemen to other countries in the United Nations. The participants in this event were

| saac Od6bHern, Charlotte Smith, Maia Pel ham,

coach of the team was Ms. White. It was a wonderful experience for our students and

they are already looking forward to next year!
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Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairns

Living Biography Day

Living Biography Day was a huge success on February 17, 2010. The students dressed
as famous people in history and acted as if they were that person. The museum came
alive at Sweetwater Branch Academy! Albert Einstein, Fidel Castro, Cleopatra, Hatshep-
sut, Pocahontas and Alexander the Great walked the halls and presented their life story
to their Social Studies Class. Fidel Castro jumped at the sound of the phone ringing as
John F. Kennedy watched him suspiciously. Abraham Lincoln looked behind his back at
John Wilkes Booth!

Brooklyn Carney wrote an excellent essay about Rosa Parks
AiHe pointed at me and said, O6That one wonbot

me and only one spoke to me. He asked me if the driver had asked me to stand up. |

said, O6yes.d He asked me why | didnét stand
stand up. So | asked him, O6Why do you push
but the | aw is the | aw and you are under ar
not giving up my seat. I fought for what |
white man or a woman. So | didndt move unti

coming a strong powerful black woman. | was born on February 4, 1919. | died on Oc-
tober 4, 2004.

My mot herés name is Leon McCauley and fathe

a brother named Sylvester. My father left us to find a job when | was two years old. In

1919, white kids and blacks like me went to different schools. My other black friends
couldno6t ride buses we had to walk. Sometim
throw trash at us and pick on us. In 1924, | started a class at Montgomery Industrial

School for Girls in nearby Montgomery, Alabama. The teachers there were all white and

they had taught us self-respect.

I won many awards for my civil rights work; | won the Martin Luther King Nonviolent

Peace Prize in 1980. | was given a Congressional Gold Medal of Honor. In 1999, | am

now remembered as the fAMother of the Modern
on the same bust at the front, where | refused togiveupmyseat. fiFr ee at | ast

God! |l o6m free at |l ast! o
—




Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairns

Around five years later | had left school go care for my grandmother.
When | met my beloved Raymond Parks, he was working at a barber shop at the
time. We got married in December, 1932 we lived in Montgomery, Alabama. | had
volunteered with the NAACP in 1943; | had become the groups secretary in Mont-
gomery. On December 1, 1955 when the
then he said, AYoung | ady, I have to
was arrested more than one time. In February 1956, | was arrested for helping out
the Montgomery boycotts and the court

notice since.
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