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SWBA Students in the National Middle School Science Bowl:
IMPORTANT DATES:

February 27 Sweetwater Branch Academy added another story of success with their recent participa-
Science Olympiad Regional  tion in the National Middle School Science Bowl. Our students Quennon Ewing, Zachary
in Lake City Vance, Isaac O’'Hern, and Sahil Patel competed at the Regional Middle School Science

Bowl and did a great job as being one of the top 5 teams among 14 teams from
all around Florida. SWBA's team passed through the first and second round elimina-
tion. Unfortunately, we are eliminated at round 3, which is just before the final

round. On the other hand, the feedbacks about our team were all positive. As a first
year team in this competition, our team did really well. With the experience we are now
looking forward to be at the top 3 or even the top team next year. Thanks to our suc-

cessful students, we are proud of you.

The National Middle School Science Bowl is an activity of the U.S. Department of Energy-
Office of Science and is designed to encourage middle school students to excel in mathe-
matics, science, and engineering. Each year, the Office of Science selects the sites for

regional competitions throughout the U.S. The top team from each of the regional bowls

is then eligible to participate in the National Middle School Science Bowl.
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Principal’s Corner (Continued)

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K-9 in the School Year 2010-
2011:

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday,
November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to student’s fall 2010. SWBA
schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Enroll-

ment | began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for

more information about the future school, any update available, and enrollment process.

We had 5 open houses and those were huge success, with more than two hundred people

attended. We received more than 250 applications for the next school year.

FCAT Weekend Studies:

We started the second semester as you know, and there are only less than 6 school days
left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATs. Students! You should continue working
toward your goals every day, and not miss a moment of instructional time. FCAT weekend
studies started on December 5, 2009 and will continue in 9 weeks for those students who
need help. Please make sure to send your child to our school (Saturdays which is written

on the permission sleeps given to the students).

Out of Field Teachers:

I wanted to inform you about the out of field teachers and the courses they teach. Ms.
Ratledge has been working as a Language Arts teacher for 2 years in Florida. She is one of
our experienced teachers and is certified to teach LA (6-12), and she is also taking the
reading endorsed classes as well. She is teaching the Reading as out of field teacher in this

year. Mrs. White (certified LA and MA) teaches only one period of Science as an out of field

teacher. Our school governing board was informed and approved the above at the begin-

ning of the school year. If you have any questions about it, please contact me.

Have a wonderful weekend,

Fethi Goktepe, Principal

—



http://www.swbacademy.org
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Assistant Principal’s Corner

Science Olympiad Regional Competition

Both of our science teams, which consist of 30 students, will go to Lake City this Sat-
urday to compete in the regional science competition in 11 different fields. The event

is sponsored by the Lake City Community College. I would like to wish good luck to

all of the science team members and their coaches and hope both teams will move

up to the state level.

Re-enroliment Forms

We handed out the reenrollment forms to all students last week. Make sure your
child turns it in to his or her homeroom teacher as soon as possible to secure his or
her spot. There is also a section on the form to pre-enroll siblings. All students are

required to turn this form in even if they are not considering returning next year.

Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time
for the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/
teams (basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or
her homeroom teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they won't be allowed into the

practices.

Student IDs

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part

L e

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.

Ugur Baslanti

Assistant Principal
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge

FCAT is on its way and we all want it to be successful! Ms. Ratledge’s classes
have been going through FCAT Boot Camp to sharpen their skills before FCAT.
These activities will continue until the week of FCAT. Don't forget to log onto

Acuity for extra practice with Language Arts, Math and Science. You can do it!

Calling All Library Assistants, Calling All Library Assistants!!

Do you like books? Does going to the library excite you? Do you like to organize
things? Then maybe becoming a library assistant is for you! Our SWBA library
needs some willing helpers to volunteer. If you are interested in this position, see
Ms. Ratledge for an application. All applicants must fill out an application. Stu-

dents who are selected will be notified by Ms. Ratledge.

Good luck!!

Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairns...

This week in history: February 24, 1582 The Gregorian calendar was introduced.
The Gregorian calendar was introduced on this day in 1582. It is the most widely
used calendar in the world, first proposed by the Italian doctor Aloysius Lilius and
decreed by Pope Gregory XIII, after whom it is named. The Gregorian calendar
dropped ten days from the Julian calendar and adopted a new leap year rule to

better sync the calendar with the seasons.
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Yearbook Sales

Yearbook Business ads and Message ads to students are now available for sale.
Please fill out the attached order form and return it to Mrs. Medlock with your appro-
priate payment no later than March 26". Thank you!

Mrs. Medlock

Order form for Yearbook Ad sales

Contact

Name

Business name

Contact Number _( )

Ad size (circle one) [whole page, /2 page, /4 page, business card size]
Whole page $150

1> page $75

/4 page $40

Business card size $20

Yearbook club student responsible for sale

* Payment due at the time of order *
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PVO CORNER

International Night is planned for Friday, March 26, and we could use your

help. This is a school wide activity for family and friends of SWBA students. There
will be a program showing the talents of people of different nationalities, booths to
visit to learn all about different countries, and some cultural food for tasting. The
students will be given passports at the door and will be able to get them stamped
at the various booths to show their participation.

For only $5 parents can have a one line special message to their student printed in

the passports. We are also soliciting business sponsorships for $15 to have their
business cards printed in the passports. If you would like to participate in either of
these promotions please send your message and/or ad, along with a check (made
out to SWBA PVO) to school in an envelope addressed to Cheryl Smith, PVO Treas-
urer. If you have a questions please call Trudy Baumgartner at

375-1440, or Kahlil Abboud at 378-9151. All proceeds from the International Night
will go towards the purchase of a sound system.

We will start to put up the flags of different nations and other displays on Saturday,
March 20thand we welcome the help of any volunteers. There are still a few booth

spaces left, if you would like to help educate our students about your heritage
SRV e
TPV

PVWT P
VY ST X Our school needs a sound system. The PVO would like to raise funds to help pur-

please let us know.

A e ;‘99 chase this. The International Night is one way to raise funds but we could also use
help from local businesses in the form of sponsorships. If you know of a local busi-
ness owner who might want to help us financially, please contact one of the board
members listed below.

President Kahlil Abboud abboudka@gmail.com

Vice. Pres. Yagnesh Patel yagneshPatel@gmail.com

Treasurer Cheryl Smith smithca@gm.sbac.edu

Secretary Trudy Baumgartner trudy@devinecorp.com
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SWEETWATER

LI TN (CE LS 102 b € Grace Institute Student Awards
SWBA is a member of Grace Institute for Educational Research and Resources.

1000 NE 16TH AVE. Grace Institute provides support to member schools in a wide array of areas

BUILDING C such as professional development, program evaluation, business know-how, data
GAINESVILLE, FL o _ _

32601 | driven instruction technology, and human resources. Grace Institute recently
PHONE: (352) 375-8838 | announced a new initiative to award excellence in student achievement in a

FAX: (888) 241-5125

range of categories.

Dear Colleagues:
I am happy to announce Grace Institute Student Awards for the following cate-

gories:

1. State level winners in Academic Competitions such as Science Olym-
piads.

2. State level winners in Sports and Arts.

3. Students making learning gains or achieving 3,4, or 5 in FCAT Math
or Reading tests
4, Other students per recommendations of the school principal based

on academics, leadership, and community service qualities.

Awards for these categories are as follows:

1. State level winners are awarded $50-$150 gift card or cash per per-

son.

2. Learning gains in any subject are awarded with $25 per student.
Achievements of level 3 and above are awarded with 25%
4. Principal’s recommended students will be awarded based on a case

by case.

Please announce this small token of appreciation for a job very well done to your
students. Students who qualify shall receive their gifts once the principals submit

the Awardees list to the Institute at the end of the year.

Ali Ozer, President

Grace Institute
|




