
Congratulations to our Science Olympiad Team!  

The Science Olympiad Team received 3rd place in the Regional Tournament at Lake City 

Community College last Saturday, February 27, 2010. This was an outstanding feat, espe-

cially considering we were third overall among 10 participating teams. The top 3 teams in 

each event were given a medal in the tournament and SWBA got 3 third places and 

1second place.  Thank you and congratulations to all of our students and coaches.  Weôd 

also like to thank all of our parents for their support and encouragement. Good luck in the 

State competition! 

SWBA Students in the National Middle School Science Bowl:   

Sweetwater Branch Academy added another story of success with their recent participation 

in the National Middle School Science Bowl.  Our students Quennon Ewing, Zachary Vance, 

Isaac OôHern, and Sahil Patel competed at the Regional Middle School Science Bowl and did 

a great job as being one of the top 5 teams among 14 teams from all around Flor-

ida.  SWBAôs team passed through the first and second round elimination.  Unfortunately, 

we are eliminated at round 3, which is just before the final round.   On the other hand, the 

feedbacks about our team were all positive.  As a first year team in this competition, our 

team did really well.   With the experience we are now looking forward to be at the top 3 or 

even the top team next year.   Thanks to our successful students, we are proud of you.  

The National Middle School Science Bowl is an activity of the U.S. Department of Energy-

Office of Science and is designed to encourage middle school students to excel in mathe-

matics, science, and engineering.  Each year, the Office of Science selects the sites for re-

gional competitions throughout the U.S.   The top team from each of the regional bowls is 

then eligible to participate in the National Middle School Science Bowl. 

 

Principalõs Corner 

SWEETWATER 

BRANCH ACADEMY  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Friday, March 5, 2010  Volume 2, Issue 25  

Sweetwater News 

IMPORTANT DATES:  

March 9  

FCAT Reading Test  

March 10  

FCAT Math Test  

March 11  

FCAT Science Test  

 

 

 

Inside this issue:  

Principalõs Corner 1-2 

Assistant Principalõs Corner 3 

International Night 4 

Around the World and 

Back 
5 

Piecing it Together 6 

Science Olympiad Team 8-9 

Social Studies Fair 10 

www.swbacademy.org 



SWBA  Schools Accept Applications  for the Grades  K-9 in the School Year 

2010 -2011:  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 

2010. SWBA schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 

2010-2011. Enrollment l began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website: 

www.swbacademy.org, for more information about the future school, any update 

available, and enrollment process. We had 5 open houses and those were huge suc-

cesses, with more than two hundred people attended. We received more than 270 

applications for the next school year. 

FCAT Weekend Studies :  We started the second semester as you know, and there 

are only less than 2 school days left before the Math, Reading and Science FCATs. 

Students! You should continue working toward your goals every day, and not miss a 

moment of instructional time. FCAT weekend studies started on December 5, 2009 

and will continue in 9 weeks for those students who need help.  Please make sure to 

send your child to our school (Saturdays which is written on the permission sleeps 

given to the students).  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Interim Progress report cards were given out!  

Dear Parents,  

Cycle 3 Interim Progress report cards were given to students during 6 th period on 

Thursday, March 4th to be hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, 

please contact your childôs teachers via email or phone. Please encourage your children 

to do their best and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. 

Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and discipline 

records.  This is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have ac-

cess to the Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the 

web.  If you have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email 

me at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org  

FCAT Reading, Mathematics, and Science Testing Next Week  

FCAT Reading, Math, and Science (8th grade only) tests will be administered next week: 

Reading on March 9th; Math on March 10th, and Science on March 11th. Make sure you 

child attends school on these regular testing days. Tests will be administered between 9 

am and 1 pm on each of these days. No parents are allowed in the school between 

these hours. We wish good luck to all of our students.  

 

Re-enrollment Forms  

We handed out the reenrollment forms to all students last week. Make sure your child 

turns it in to his or her homeroom teacher as soon as possible to secure his or her spot. 

There is also a section on the form to pre -enroll siblings.  All students are required to 

turn this form in even if they are not considering returning next year.  

Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form  

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for 

the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams 

(basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her home-

room teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they wonôt be allowed into the practices.  

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of 

the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

 

Assistant Principalõs Corner  

Page 3 Sweetwater News  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ubaslanti@swbacademy.org


Due to time constraints, the International Night at SWBA is postponed until Friday April 

16, 6-8PM.   

 

The International Night is a school wide activity for family and friends of SWBA stu-

dents.  There will be a program showing the talents of people of different nationalities, 

booths to visit to learn all about different countries, and some cultural food for tasting.  

The students will be given passports at the door and will be able to get them stamped 

at the various booths to show their participation.   

  

For only $5 parents can have a one line special message to their student printed in the 

passports.  We are also soliciting business sponsorships for 

$15 to have their business cards printed in the passports.  If you would like to partici-

pate in either of these promotions please send your message and/or ad, along with a 

check (made out to SWBA PVO) to school in an envelope addressed to Cheryl Smith, 

PVO Treasurer.   If you have a questions please call Trudy Baumgartner at 375-1440, or 

Khalil Abboud at 378-9151. 

All proceeds from the International Night will go towards the purchase of a sound sys-

tem 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

                                               

Khalil A. Abboud, Ph.D.                         Director & Scientist  

Center for Xray Crystallography                  abboud@chem.ufl.edu 

 

Co-Editor, Acta Crystallographica Section E      abboudE@chem.ufl.edu 

                        Http://xray.chem.ufl.edu   

Off.  352.392.1003        Lab. 532.293.5948         Fax 352.846.2040  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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This week in history -  

March 5, 1770: Boston Massacre takes place 

With snow flying and icy temperatures gripping the city, a mob of people opposed 

to the British armyôs occupation of Boston began throwing snowballs and rocks at 

the lone British sentinel guarding the Customs House. Fearing for his life, the sol-

dier called for help and a corporal and seven British soldiers came to  his aid. The 

soldiers drew their muskets and fixed their bayonets. The angry mob dared the 

soldiers to fire. Thatôs when Private Hugh Montgomery slipped and fell, discharg-

ing his musket into the taunting crowd. Moments later, other British soldiers be-

gan firing. When the smoke had cleared, five colonists were dead or dying. The 

British soldiers were put on trial. John Adams and Josiah Quincy Jr. defended the 

colonists. A jury later found two of the British soldiers guilty of manslaughter; 

they were branded on the thumb and released.  

International Night  

International Night will be held April 16 th, 2010. The event will take place here at 

Sweetwater Branch Academy. We are looking for volunteers to help decorate, 

performers and all interested parties. Please contact me at 

kcairns@swbacademy.org or Khalil Abboud at abboudka@gmail.com. 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

Ms. Kathryn Cairns 
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FCAT is on its way and we all want it to be successful!  Ms. Ratledgeôs classes have 

been going through FCAT Boot Camp to sharpen their skills before FCAT. These activi-

ties will continue until the week of FCAT.  Donôt forget to log onto Acuity for extra prac-

tice with Language Arts, Math and Science.  You can do it!   

 

Calling All Library Assistants, Calling All Library Assistants!! 

Do you like books?  Does going to the library excite you?  Do you like to organize 

things?  Then maybe becoming a library assistant is for you!  Our SWBA library needs 

some willing helpers to volunteer. If you are interested in this position, see Ms. Rat-

ledge for an application. All applicants must fill out an application.  Students who are 

selected will be notified by Ms. Ratledge.  Good luck!! 

 

 

Student(s) name (s) __________________________________________ 

The cost of one yearbook is $25.00 

I would like to purchase _______ yearbook(s).  

I have included  $____________ in the form of cash/ check.  

Due no later than April 2, 2010 by the end of the school day!!!  

Please make checks payable to SWBA Charter School 

Yearbooks will be delivered on June 7, 2010 the Monday of the last week of school, so 

that students will have plenty of time to have their friends sign them.  

If you have any additional questions you can ask Mrs. Medlock. 

Thank you, 

Yearbook staff 
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2009-2010 Yearbook Order Form 



I will remember to:  

 

plenty of time.  

 

 

 

 

 

alty for guessing.)  

 

 

 

 

sheet. (Getting off by one number can be disastrous!)  

         

alert.  
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Dear Parents, 

Sweetwater Branch Academy Science Olympiad Team competed in the Regional Tour-

nament at Lake City Community College last Saturday, February 27th and received the 

3rd place  overall among 10 participating teams. The top 3 teams in each event was 

given a medal in the tournament and SWBA got 3 third places and 1second 

place.  Thank you and congratulations to all of our students and coaches.  Weôd also 

like to thank all of our parents for their support and encouragement.  

Good luck in the State competition! 

2nd Place 

Solar System: Anya Fairchild, Calley Cooper 

Coach: Mr. Cinar 

 

3rd Places 

Science Crime Busters: Zachary Vance, Jessica 

Lipori 

Coach: Mr. Tunc 

 

Junkyard Challenge: Sahil Patel, Anya Fairchild 

Coach: Mr. Tunc 

 

 

 

 

Write It Do It: Elizabeth Wyatt, Anya Fairchild 

Coach: Dr. Baslanti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


