
Dear Parents, 
 
Congratulations to our Science Olympiad Team!  
Science Olympiad Team received 3rd place in the Regional Tournament at Lake City Com-

munity College last Saturday, February 27, 2010. Sweetwater Branch Academy Science 

Olympiad Team competed in the Regional Tournament at Lake City Community College and 

received the 3rd place overall among 10 participating teams. The top 3 teams in each event 

were given a medal in the tournament. SWBA got 3 third places and 1 second place.  Thank 

you and congratulations to all of our students and coaches.  Weôd also like to thank all of 

our parents for their support and encouragement. Good luck in the State competition on 

April 10th!  

 
SWBA hosted  Famous  Rap and Hip Hop Star Trina on Monday, March 8, 2010  

The students sat in anticipation, watching and waiting for the moment she would ar-

rive.  They had been anticipating this day for weeks and it was finally here; the day rap and 

hip hop star Trina would come.  Besides the obvious excitement for the native Floridian hip 

hop star, the students were also aware of what they had done to deserve this visit.   A few 

weeks prior to this happening, a local radio station sponsored a county wide competition for 

the schools in Alachua County to raise pennies for the victims who had been involved in the 

tragic natural disaster in Haiti.   Despite the smallness of our school and student population, 

these caring students came together and emptied their pockets, scoured their parentôs 

houses, cleaned out their couches and cars, and collected pennies with little hope of win-

ning the contest. They knew they were competing with much bigger schools, but that didnôt 

matter.   They knew they were helping others, and that was all that did matter.   But, despite 

the odds, SWBAôs heart won out in the end and it was our students who tallied together and 

earned the opportunity to be recognized by one of Americaôs music artists, Trina.  

 

Her visit was short, but will be remembered for a long time by our students. She was intro-

duced by the 101.3 DJôs, as the students were showing their excitement for her visit.  She 

was presented with flowers by our student council, and also enjoyed a performance by our 

own SWBAôs step team, better known as the Sweet Jôs. There were many hugs, pictures 

and just sheer enjoyment to be had by all by this exciting visit. Great job SWBA!    
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SWBA  Schools Accept Applications  for the Grades  K-9  in the School Year 

2010 -2011:  

 

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tues-

day, November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 

2010. SWBA schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 

2010-2011. Enrollment l began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website 

www.swbacademy.org, for more information about the future school, any update 

available, and enrollment process. We had 5 open houses and they were each a huge 

success, with more than two hundred people attended. We received more than 270 

applications for the next school year. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.swbacademy.org


Science Olympiad Team Meets Tomorrow   

Science Olympiad team will resume its Saturday studies tomorrow between 10:00 am 

and 2:00 pm. We will continue our Saturday studies till the State final on April 10 th. 

 

 

Interim Progress report cards were given out!  

Dear Parents, 

Cycle 3 Interim Progress report cards were given to students during 6th period on 

Thursday, March 4th to be hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, 

please contact your childôs teachers via email or phone. Please encourage your children 

to do their best and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. 

Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and discipline 

records.  This is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have ac-

cess to the Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the 

web.  If you have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email 

me at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org 

 

 

FCAT Reading, Mathematics, and Science Tests Administered  

 

FCAT Reading, Math, and Science (8th grade only) tests were administered over the 

week: Reading on March 9th; Math on March 10th, and Science on March 11th. I would  

like to thank all teachers for their great effort and all students for being very coopera-

tive. I hope that all of our students get a very high score on each subject area test.  

 

 

Re-enrollment Forms  
 
We handed out the reenrollment forms to all students. Make sure your child turns it in 

to his or her homeroom teacher as soon as possible to secure his or her spot. There is 

also a section on the form to pre -enroll siblings.  All students are required to turn this 

form in even if they are not considering returning next year.  
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Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form  

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time 

for the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/

teams (basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or 

her homeroom teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they wonôt be allowed into the 

practices. 

 

 

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part 

of the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

Ugur Baslanti, Ph. D 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Night has been moved to April, but we still need your help.   This is a 

school wide activity for family and friends of SWBA students.  There will be a pro-

gram showing the talents of people of different nationalities, booths to visit to learn 

all about different countries, and some cultural food for tasting.   The students will be 

given passports at the door and will be able to get them stamped at the various 

booths to show their participation.    
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PVO Corner 



 For only $5 parents can have a one line special message to their student printed in the 

passports.  We are also soliciting business sponsorships for $15 to have their business 

cards printed in the passports.  If you would like to participate please fill out the form 

below and sent it with your check (made out to SWBA PVO) to school in an envelope 

addressed to Cheryl Smith, PVO Treasurer.   If you have a questions please call Trudy 

Baumgartner at 375-1440, or Kahlil Abboud at 378-9151.  All proceeds from the Inter-

national Night will go towards the purchase of a sound system.  There are still a few 

booth spaces left, if you would like to help educate our students about your heritage 

please let us know. 

  

The next meeting of the PVO is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16th at 5 PM.  All parents 

of SWBA students are invited to attend.  If you have any questions or input for the PVO 

please contact one of the officers listed below: 

  

 President Kahlil Abboud abboudka@gmail.com 

 Vice Pres. Yagnesh Patel yagneshPatel@gmail.com 

 Treasurer Cheryl Smith smithca@gm.sbac.edu 

 Secretary Trudy Baumgartner trudy@devinecorp.com 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

_________ I am enclosing $5.00, please use the message below in the International 

Night passports. 

  

Name ______________________________________   

 Student's Name ______________________________________  

E-mail address ________________________________  

Phone # _______________________                                    

 My one line message is: 

_____________________________________________________                                

                                                                        

                                                                      or                         

__________   I am enclosing $15 and a business card to show my support of the SWBA 

International Night.  
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With the Great Depression in high gear, President Franklin Roosevelt gave his first 

national radio address on this day in 1933. The broadcast came eight days after 

Rooseveltôs inauguration. He began this address by simply saying, ñI want to talk for 

a few minutes with the people of the United States about banking.ò He then told the 

nation why he ordered the nationôs banks to close. He said it was necessary to stop 

mass withdrawals by panicked investors. He then told listeners that the banks would 

open the next day. It was journalist Robert Trout who coined t he phrase ñfireside 

chatò to describe the presidentôs radio address. The phrase invoked the image of 

Roosevelt sitting by a fire talking in simple terms to the nation. Roosevelt continued 

the fireside chats over the course of his twelve years in the Oval Office. 

 

 

Date:  

Friday, April 16, 2010 (6-8 pm) 

 

Countries:  

Turkey (SWBA teachers) 

New Orleans (Hickmon) 

Venezuela (Sintjago) 

China (Liu) 

Lebanon (Abboud) 

El Salvador (Cruz) 

Canada (Cruz) 

Netherlands (?) 

North Carolina (Ratledge) 

India (Patel) 

 

Entertainment:  

2 Step-Turkish Dance-Music (Sintjago)-Step Club Performance (Sweet Jôs) 

We are looking forward to an incredible International Night this year! Please, contact 

me at kcairns@sbacademy.org  or Khalil Abboud at abboudka@gmail.com  if there 

are any changes! 

 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

Ms. Kathryn Cairns 
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Update on International Night thus faré. 
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Student(s) name (s) 

__________________________________________ 

The cost of one yearbook is $25.00 

I would like to purchase _______ yearbook(s). 

I have included $____________ in the form of cash/ 

check. 

Due no later than April 2, 2010 by the end of the 

school day!!! 

Please make checks payable to SWBA Charter School 

Yearbooks will be delivered on June 7, 2010 the Mon-

day of the last week of school, so that students will 

have plenty of time to have their friends sign them. 

If you have any additional questions you can ask Mrs. 

Medlock. 

                                                                  Thank you, 
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The students sat in anticipation, watching and waiting for the moment she would ar-

rive.  They had been anticipating this day for weeks and it was finally here; the day 

rap and hip hop star Trina would come.  Besides the obvious excitement for the na-

tive Floridian hip hop star, the students were also aware of what they had done to 

deserve this visit.  A few weeks prior to this happening, a local radio station spon-

sored a county wide competition for the schools in Alachua County to raise pennies 

for the victims who had been involved in the tragic natural disaster in Haiti.  Despite 

the smallness of our school and student population, these caring students came to-

gether and emptied their pockets, scoured their parentôs houses, cleaned out their 

couches and cars, and collected pennies with little hope of winning the contest. They 

knew they were competing with much bigger schools, but that didnôt matter.  They 

knew they were helping others, and that was all that did matter.  But, despite the 

odds, SWBAôs heart won out in the end and it was our students who tallied together 

and earned the opportunity to be recognized by one of Americaôs music artists, Trina. 

  

Her visit was short, but will be remembered for a long time by our students. She was 

introduced by the 101.3 DJôs, as the students were showing their excitement for her 

visit.  She was presented with flowers by our student council, and also enjoyed a per-

formance by our own SWBAôs step team, better known as the Sweet Jôs.  There 

were many hugs, pictures and just sheer enjoyment to be had by all by this exciting 

visit. Great job SWBA! 
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