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MIDDLE SCHOOL Principal s Corner

Dear Parents,

* IMPORTANT DATES: Good Luck to our Turkish Olympiad Team in the Southeast Turkish Olympiad in
March 19, 20 Atlanta, GA March 19 -20, 2010.

Southeast Turkish More than 12 of our students will compete in the Southeast Turkish Olympiad in Atlanta, GA

Olympiad in Atlanta March 19-20, 2010 in the area of singing, poetry reading, folk dance, and the Turkish

March 31 knowledge test. They have all worked hard with their Turkish teacher, Ms. Gokkurt, and
End of Third Nine other volunteers. We would like to wish good luck to all.
Weeks
April 5 -9 I .
SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades  K-9 in the School Year 2010 -
Spring Holiday 2011
April 10

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday,

State Science Olympiad  November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to ope
schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Applica-

tions began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for

more information about the future school, any update available, and enrollment process.

We had 5 open houses and those were huge successes, with more than two hundred peo-
ple attended. We received more than 270 applications for the next school year. Enroliments

will begin in April, 2010.
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Assi stant Principal s Corner

g - Science Olympiad Team Meets Tomorrow
pay N\

S l NG ()P“:'\ D' science Olympiad team will resume its Saturday studies tomorrow between 10:00 am

NN\ VW e

and 2:00 pm. We will continue our Saturday studies till the State final on April 10 '".
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Report Cards

Dear Parents,

The report card for the end of the third nine weeks will be given to students in the sec-

ond week of April. Make sure you keep in to
failing or has a low grade. Please encourage your children to do their best and help

make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. Please continue to utilize

SWBA Connect to monitor your chi |IThigicagkea gr a

resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have access to the Internet from
home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the web. If you have lost your
username and password for SWBA Connect, please email me at

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org

Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form

/ We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for
the second semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams
(basketball, soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her home-

room teacher by next Tuesday otherwise they

Student IDs

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of

LAL LA

the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.

Ugur Baslanti, Ph. D

Assistant Principal
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PVO Corner

SWEETWATER BRANCH ACADEMY WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND OYR
2P ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010
6:00pm i 8:00pm
SWBA Cafeteria
RSVP

Name:

Number of family members & friends ($1)/person):

Email option:

Phone number:

Money will be collected at the door.
Please RSVP by APRIL 2, 2010
We strongly ask you to support the school and your child by dedicating a message to
be printed on their passports which will be given to them to travel to the ten present-
ing countries/cultures. The cost is $5 per sentence/dedication. We are also asking
you or businesses you know to support the school by having their business card
printed in the passport (cost is $15).

One line message;

Fligs of the Wenld Business card ($15):

(B Cidid Progmmnt Smmamnnt Srubevs

o
=
E Please place your contributions (message/business card) and money in an envelope

with your childds name on it and Ms. Cheryl
to the home room teacher.
Please RSVP by APRIL 2, 2010
This yeards I nternational Night wil!/ ingl ud
groups of students and one musical performance by two parents. During the Interna-
tional Night, you and your family and students will travel around ten presenting coun-
tries/cultures on display in the SWBA cafeteria. You will be able to interact with the
presenting people and sample their food] AI
wi || have them Asignedd or fistampedod as|the

The next PVO meeting is scheduled for Saturday April 27 at 10am. Main subject is the
International Night preparation and fund raising.
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. Union forces at Bentonville, North Carolina. After completing his famous March to the

B Sca at Savannah, Georgia, Sherman split his 60,000 man army and turned north into

SWEEWEICIRNES

Around the World and Back wit¢t

This Week in History

March 19, 1865: Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, begins

On this day in 1865, with Union General William T. Sherman continuing his unrelent-
ing march through the Deep South, continuing his unrelenting march through the

Deep South, Confederate General Joseph Johnston made a desperate attempt to stop

the Carolinas. Shermanés goal was t o meg
tersburg, Virginia and help crush Rober
pl anned to get in Shermands way. He as s{
Shermandés wings at Bentonville on March

the Confederate advance. Johnston withdrew his army the next day from a the next
day from a strong defensive position, as more Union troops arrived and threatened to
cut off the rebelsdé only Iline of retreatf

to Sherman.

Doodle for Google
Sweetwater Branch Academy was informed of a competition Google does every year

called Doodle 4 Google. You know how the Google.com homepage logo changes for

speci al holidays and events? Googl e caIII1
Google competition gives kids (grades k1 2) t he chance to fAre
l ogo according to a theme. This year ds {

The winning studentodés school gets $25,00
win a $15,000 college scholarship and the chance to have his or her design on the
Google.com homepage for a day for millions of people to see.

Last year, Google had over 21,000 schools nationwide participate in Doodle 4 Google.
March 16, 2010 in Social Studies we held a schootwide contest. Google allows each
public or private school to submit up to 6 doodle entries. All doodle entries are due

and given to Ms. Cairns by March 19, 2010. The 40 Regional Finalists will get flown to
New York for a final awards presentatio
2010, and will have their designﬁevﬁttxl‘ﬂaibi’l
tional Design Museum in New York from May 27 to July 8, 2010.
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge

Who is St Patrick?

Taken Prisoner By Irish Raiders

It is known that St. Patrick was born in Britain to wealthy parents near the end of the
fourth century. He is believed to have died on March 17, around 460 A.D. Although his
father was a Christian deacon, it has been suggested that he probably took on the role
because of tax incentives and there is no evidence that Patrick came from a particularly
religious family. At the age of sixteen, Patrick was taken prisoner by a group of Irish
raiders who were attacking his family's estate. They transported him to Ireland where
he spent six years in captivity. (There is some dispute over where this captivity took
place. Although many believe he was taken to live in Mount Slemish in County Antrim, it
is more likely that he was held in County Mayo near Killala.) During this time, he worked
as a shepherd, outdoors and away from people. Lonely and afraid, he turned to his re-
ligion for solace, becoming a devout Christian. (It is also believed that Patrick first be-

gan to dream of converting the Irish people to Christianity during his captivity.)

Guided By Visions

After more than six years as a prisoner, Patrick escaped. According to his writing, a
voice-which he believed to be God's-spoke to him in a dream, telling him it was time to
leave Ireland.

To do so, Patrick walked nearly 200 miles from County Mayo, where it is believed he
was held, to the Irish coast. After escaping to Britain, Patrick reported that he experi-
enced a second revelation-an angel in a dream tells him to return to Ireland as a mis-
sionary. Soon after, Patrick began religious training, a course of study that lasted more
than fifteen years. After his ordination as a priest, he was sent to Ireland with a dual
mission-to minister to Christians already living in Ireland and to begin to convert the
Irish. (Interestingly, this mission contradicts the widely held notion that Patrick intro-

duced Christianity to Ireland.)



Page 6 Sweetwater News

Around the World and Back witgh

Bonfires and Crosses

Familiar with the Irish language and culture, Patrick chose to incorporate traditional
ritual into his lessons of Christianity instead of attempting to eradicate native Irish
beliefs. For instance, he used bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish were used to
honoring their gods with fire. He also superimposed a sun, a powerful Irish symbol,
onto the Christian cross to create what is now called a Celtic cross, so that veneration
of the symbol would seem more natural to the Irish. (Although there were a small

number of Christians on the island when Patrick arrived, most Irish practiced a nature

-based pagan religion. The Irish culture centered around a rich tradition of oral leg-
end and myth. When this is considered, it is no surprise that the story of Patrick's life
became exaggerated over the centuries-spinning exciting tales to remember history

has always been a part of the Irish way of life.

St. Patrickds Day at SWBA

On March 17, 2010 in Social Studies Class we discussed who we thought St. Patrick
was. There was a lecture, a short documentary from the History Channel, we created
our own leprechauns and watched a clip from Brain Pop (courtesy of Mr. Tunc) about
St . Patrickdébs Day. We also handed out pilece

wearinggreen-t o avoid any pinching! We hope vy

Thank you and have a lovely weekend,

Ms. Kathryn Cairns
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge

Language Arts classes have been exploring the world of poetry this week. From the

L Harl em Renai ssance and Langston Hughes to @A

TOKILL A and Shel Silverstein, the students have been using their figurative language skills to
MOCKINGBIRD g g guagd
= Harper Lee = interpret many examples of poetry. 7 ™ grade will continue poetry for another week and
move into Greek Mythology next week, while 8" graders will begin their 3 n o v e | ATo
Kill a Mockingbirdo.

Order form for Yearbook Ad sales

Contact Name

Business name

Contact Number _( )

Ad size (circle one) [whole page, ¥z page, ¥ page, business card size]
Whole page $75

% page $35

Y page $15

Business card size $5

Yearbook club student responsible for sale

* Payment due at the time of order *

Please contact Malinda Medlock at Sweetwater Branch Academy for further information,

(352) 375-8838. Please email ads to mmedlock@swbacademy.org

Also please include the yearbook order form, but also ad that yearbooks are $25 until

April 2, and after that they are $30 each.

Thank you!
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Ms . Whi teds Science Lab

In my 7™ grade Science class, we have been studying plants for a couple weeks;
more specifically, the characteristics of seed and seedless plants. This week, we
are moving on to talk about how plants eat and breathe (photosynthesis). For
our lab last week, we planted seeds in thirty different pots. Each student received
their own pot with soil and six seeds. We decided to plant Zinnia flowers, as they
are very pretty and relatively easy to take care of. | went through the steps of
how to plant the seeds (1/4 of an inch deep) and my students had a great time
planting. Before the weekend, we made sure they had enough water and were
hoping that by next week we would see plants forming.

To my surprise, Monday morning each of the thirty pots had 4 -6 little sprouts in
them! The students obviously did an excellent job at planting for us to get that
much germination out of the seeds. We are bringing them outside everyday for
sun and monitoring if they need water. It is very exciting to see the different
steps it takes to get a full grown plant. They are very eager to continue to watch
them grow into beautiful flowers. Thanks to my students for doing a wonderful

job at planting!

~ Ms. White
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