
Dear Parents, 

SWBA Turkish Olympiad Team did a great job In Southeast Turkish Olympiad in Atlanta, 

March 19 -20, 2010.  

 13 of our students competed in the Southeast Turkish Olympiad in Atlanta on March 19-20, 2010 in the 

area of singing, reading poems, folk dance and the Turkish knowledge test. Our 7th grade student Cul-

lan Hennessey received the 1st place award in the Category of Proficiency In Turkish and awarded $250. 

Also our school folk dance team performed in the final. Our team worked hard with their Turkish teacher 

Ms. Gokkurt and other volunteers. 

 Congratulations to all of them and wish good lock to all for next year.  

 

SWBA Schools Accept Applications  for the Grades  K-9  in the School Year 2010 -2011:  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, November 17, 

2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 2010. SWBA schools will accept applica-

tions for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Applications began in Jan-2010. Please follow up 

our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for more information about the future school, any update 

available, and enrollment process.  

We had 5 open houses and those were huge success, with more than two hundred people attended. We 

received more than 290 applications for the next school year. Enrollments will begin in April 2010.  

Parent Teacher Conference Day -(No School for Students) -Monday, April12,2010 : We encour-

age our parents to meet with the teachers for their childôs performance on that day, please contact your 

childôs teacher(s) for the meeting time. 

Uniform Update:  

We currently have plans to start selling KNIT SHIRTS directly from SWBA for the 2010-2011 school 

year.  It is possible that a style and logo change may be necessary to accomplish this task ï especially 

for our new incoming 6th grade students. Please do not purchase any knit shirts for next year until we 

publish the process for purchasing them directly from SWBA. We hope to have the procedures published 

in the Spring 2010 and will send it to all parents when completed.  

 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Student among the Top 5 in Florida in Math League Competition  

I would like to congratulate Brandon Matthews, 6 th grade student, for being placed 5 th in Florida 

in the Math League Contest and 3rd in the regional level.  

Math League's  6th, 7th, and 8th grade contests challenge students and schools in interschool  

league competitions. Students in each league compete for the highest scores, while schools com-

pete for the highest team score: the total of the top 5 scores in each school. Each contest's ques-

tions cover material appropriate to each grade level. Questions may cover: basic topics, plus ex-

ponents, fractions, reciprocals, decimals, rates, ratios, percents, angle measurement, perimeter, 

area, circumference, basic roots, patterns, sequences, integers, triangles and right triangles, and 

other topics, depending on the grade level. Detailed solution sheets demonstrate the methods 

used to solve each problem. These contests encourage a variety of problem-solving skills and 

methods, to improve students' abilities and understanding of mathematical connections, while 

having fun!  

Contest Format:  Each contest consists of 40 multiple-choice questions that you can do in 30 min-

utes. On each 3-page contest, the questions on the 1st page are generally straightforward, those 

on the 2nd page are moderate in difficulty, and those on the 3rd page are more difficult.  

Source: MathLeague Official Website, http://www.themathleague.com  

 

Parent -Teacher Conference on Monday, April 12, 2010  

The next parent-teacher conference will be held on Monday, April 12, 2010 from 8:00 am to 

12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 4:45 pm. Please contact your childôs teachers to make an appointment. 

  

Science Olympiad Team Meets Tomorrow   

Science Olympiad team will resume its Saturday studies tomorrow between 10:00 am and 2:00 

pm. We will continue our Saturday studies till the State final on April 10 th. Our last two study ses-

sions will be held on Thursday, April 8th and Friday, April 9th.  

 

Report Cards  

Dear Parents,  

The report card for the end of the third nine weeks will be given to students in the second week 

of April. Make sure you keep in touch with your childôs teachers if he or she is failing or has a low 

grade. Please encourage your children to do their best and help make Sweetwater Branch Acad-

emy look as good as it really is. Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your chil-

drenôs grades and discipline records.  This is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If 

you do not have access to the Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to 

browse the web.  If you have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email 

me at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org  

Assistant Principalõs Corner  
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Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form  

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for the sec-

ond semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams (basketball, 

soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her homeroom teacher by next 

Tuesday otherwise they wonôt be allowed into the practices.  

 

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of the dress 

code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D.  

Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

Hey Students!! 

 

Did you know that you can put an ad in the yearbook with a picture of you and your friends or 

you could send a message to one of your friends? 

 

Hey Parents!! 

 

Did you know that you could put a special message in the yearbook to your student? You could 

congratulate your student on going to the next grade or give them a permanent reminder that 

you love them!  

 

Ads are: 

$5 for business card size  

¼ page $15  

½ page $35  

Whole page $75  

 

Ms. Medlock  
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Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairnsé 

Check This Out!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWEETWATER BRANCH ACADEMY WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND OUR 

2ND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 

FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010 

6:00pm ï 8:00pm 

SWBA Cafeteria 

 

 

 

  

 RSVP 

  Name:  

  Number of family members & friends ($1)/person):   

  Email option:  

  Phone number:  

  Money will be collected at the door.  

PVO Corner  
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Please RSVP by APRIL 2, 2010 

We strongly ask you to support the school and your child by dedicating a message to be 

printed on their passports which will be given to them to travel to the ten presenting countries/

cultures. The cost is $5 per sentence/dedication.  We are also asking you or businesses you 

know to support the school by having their business card printed in the passport (cost is $15).  

 

One line message: 

    

 

Business card ($15): 

    

 

Please place your contributions (message/business card) and money in an envelope with your 

childôs name on it and Ms. Cheryl Smith name (PVO treasurer), and give it to the home room 

teacher. 

 

Please RSVP by APRIL 2, 2010 

This yearôs International Night will include three dances performed by three different groups of 

students and one musical performance by two parents. During the International Night, you and 

your family and students will travel around ten presenting countries/cultures on display in the 

SWBA cafeteria. You will be able to interact with the presenting people and sample their food. 

All students will be given ñpassportsò. They will have them ñsignedò or ñstampedò as they visit 

each country. 

 

The next PVO meeting is scheduled for Saturday March 27 at 10am. Main subject is the Inter-

national Night preparation and fund raising.  

 

The PVO is asking for parent volunteers to hand out RSVP flyers to SWBA parents picking up 

their children this coming Wednesday and Thursday, morning 8-9AM, and afternoon 3:30-5PM. 

 

Mr. Abboud 

PVO President 
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March 23, 1839: OK enters US vernacular 

On this day in 1839, the Boston Morning Post first published the initials ñO.K.ò ðthe abbrevia-

tion for ñoll correct.ò A popular slang misspelling for ñall correct.ò Eventually, OK would become 

part of everyday speech in the United States. At the time, misspelling words intentionally was a 

favorite pastime for the younger, educated crowd. They would often take words, misspell them 

and use them as slang when conversing with one another.  

 

Health Care Reform  

 

In Social Studies Class we watched President Obamaôs remarks to the House Democratic Cau-

cus , on www.WhiteHouse.gov,  President Obama put the upcoming health insurance reform 

effort into a larger context with some powerful thoughts about how he got involved in politics 

and what moments like now, mean for the country.  

ñSometimes I think about how I got involved in politics.  I didnôt think of myself as a potential 

politician when I get out of college.   I went to work in neighborhoods, working with Catholic 

churches in poor neighborhoods in Chicago, trying to figure out how people could get a little bit 

of help.  And I was skeptical about politics and politicians, just like a lot of Americans are skep-

tical about politics and politicians are right now.   Because my working assumption was when 

push comes to shove, all too often folks in elected office, theyôre looking for themselves and 

not looking out for the folks who put them there; that there are too many compromises; that 

the special interests have too much power; they just got too much clout; thereôs too much big 

money washing around. 

And I decided finally to get involved because I realized if I wasnôt willing to step up and be true 

to the things I believe in, then the system wouldnôt change.  Every single one of you had that 

same kind of moment at the beginning of your careers.   Maybe it was just listening to stories in 

your neighborhood about what was happening to people whoôd been laid off of work.  Maybe it 

was your own family experience, somebody got sick and didnôt have health care and you said 

something should change. 

Something inspired you to get involved, and something inspired you to be a Democrat instead 

of running as a Republican.  Because somewhere deep in your heart you said to yourself, I 

believe in an America in which we donôt just look out for ourselves, that we donôt just tell peo-

ple youôre on your own, that we are proud of our individualism, we are proud of our liberty, but 

we also have a sense of neighborliness and a sense of community and we are willing to look 

out for one another and help people who are vulnerable and help people who are down on 

their luck and give them a pathway to success and give them a ladder into the middle 

class.  Thatôs why you decided to run. 
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And now a lot of us have been here a while and everybody here has taken their lumps and their 

bruises.  And it turns out people have had to make compromises, and youôve been away from 

families for a long time and youôve missed special events for your kids sometimes.  And maybe 

there have been times where you asked yourself, why did I ever get involved in politics in the 

first place?  And maybe things canôt change after all.  And when you do something courageous, it 

turns out sometimes you may be attacked.   And sometimes the very people you thought you 

were trying to help may be angry at you and shout at you.   And you say to yourself, maybe that 

thing that I started with has been lost.  

But you know what?  Every once in a while, every once in a while a moment comes where you 

have a chance to vindicate all those best hopes that you had about yourself, about this country, 

where you have a chance to make good on those promises that you made in all those town meet-

ings and all those constituency breakfasts and all that traveling through the district, all those peo-

ple who you looked in the eye and you said, you know what, youôre right, the system is not work-

ing for you and Iôm going to make it a little bit better. 

And this is one of those moments.  This is one of those times where you can honestly say to 

yourself, doggone it, this is exactly why I came here.   This is why I got into politics.   This is why I 

got into public service.  This is why Iôve made those sacrifices.  Because I believe so deeply in this 

country and I believe so deeply in this democracy and Iôm willing to stand up even when itôs hard, 

even when itôs tough. 

Every single one of you have made that promise not just to your constituents but to your-

self.  And this is the time to make true on that promise.   We are not bound to win, but we are 

bound to be true.   We are not bound to succeed, but we are bound to let whatever light we have 

shine.  We have been debating health care for decades.  It has now been debated for a year.   It 

is in your hands.  It is time to pass health care reform for America, and I am confident that you 

are going to do it tomorrow.  ñ 

Here at Sweetwater Branch Academy we discussed how health care affects us and the students 

wrote an essay about whether they agreed or disagreed with the President Obamaôs health care 

reform bill. After watching his speech, ñIt is time to pass health care reformò we watched the 

follow up speech after the bill was passed, ñPassage of health care reform.ò 

 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

 

Ms. Kathryn Cairns 

Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairnsé(Continued) 
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13 of our students competed in the Southeast Turkish Olympiad in Atlanta on March 19-20, 

2010 in the area of singing, reading poems, folk dance and the Turkish knowledge test. Our 7th 

grade student Cullan Hennessey received the 1st place award in the Category of Proficiency In 

Turkish and awarded $250. Also our school folk dance team performed in the final. Our team 

worked hard worked with their Turkish teacher Ms. Gokkurt and other volunteers.  

Congratulations to all of them and wish good lock to all for next year.  
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SWBA Turkish Olympiad Team did a great job  
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I would like to congratulate Brandon Matthews, 6 th grade student, for being placed 5 th in Flor-

ida in the Math League Contest and 3rd in the regional level.  

Math League's  6th, 7th, and 8th grade contests challenge students and schools in interschool  

league competitions. Students in each league compete for the highest scores, while schools 

compete for the highest team score: the total of the top 5 scores in each school. Each contest's 

questions cover material appropriate to each grade level. Questions may cover: basic topics, 

plus exponents, fractions, reciprocals, decimals, rates, ratios, percents, angle measurement, 

perimeter, area, circumference, basic roots, patterns, sequences, integers, triangles and right 

triangles, and other topics, depending on the grade level. Detailed solution sheets demonstrate 

the methods used to solve each problem. These contests encourage a variety of problem-

solving skills and methods, to improve students' abilities and understanding of mathematical 

connections, while having fun!  

Contest Format:  Each contest consists of 40 multiple-choice questions that you can do in 30 

minutes. On each 3-page contest, the questions on the 1st page are generally straightforward, 

those on the 2nd page are moderate in difficulty, and those on the 3rd page are more difficult.  

Source: MathLeague Official Website, http://www.themathleague.com  
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