% SWBA
TenBY
z‘z,JDLE%

SWEETWATER
BRANCH
ACADEMY

MIDDLE SCHOOL

e |IMPORTANT DATES:
April 5 -9
Spring Holiday
April 10
State Science Olympiad
April 12
Parent Teacher
Conference Day
(No School for Students)
April 15
Sent Report Cards Home
April 16

International Night

Inside this issue:

Principal 6s1&orner

Assistant

Check This Out!

Voyages of Sinbad

International Night

Piecing it Together

Social Studies Fair

Prigsg pa anSng %?eralg ﬁorliday -No School April 5 -12,2010

6

7

10

Sweetwater News

Volume 2, Issue 29

Friday, April 2, 2010

Principal s Corner
Dear Parents,

Sweetwater Branch Academy has 2 students qualify for DUKE TIP

| am pleased to inform you of another accomplishment by our students. Two of our students qualify
for DUKE TIP. The prestigious Duke University Talent Identification Program identified 2 seventh
graders at Sweetwater Branch Academy, Jessica Lipori and Cullan Hennessy, as being eligible to
participate in its Seventh Grade Talent Search. Students eligible for Duke TIP have already achieved
top marks on grade-level standardized tests, making them eligible to participate in TIP events
across the program's 16-state region. They are also encouraged to take the SAT test as seventh-
gradersi the same one that college-bound high school students take T to compete for additional
state- and national-level recognition. Both of our students were placed among the top 15% in SAT
exam to become eligible. Duke TIP identifies academically talented students and offers them a vari-
ety of resources for unique educational opportunities, including summer courses, field studies,
earning We

scholar weekends and distance or ath o me | progr ams.

accomplishment!

SWBA Science Olympiad Team will compete in State Science Olympiad Saturday, April
10, 2010 in Orlando.

As you know our team received the 3rd place in regional science Olympiad. We will compete in
state level in Orlando April 10th. Our students, teachers and parent volunteers are working hard for
the state level. They will have two day study before the competition at school during the spring
break (Thursday & Friday April 8-9, 2010).Wishing good luck to all!

Parent Teacher Conference Day -(No School for Students)  -Monday,April12,2010 :

We encourage our parents to meet with the tead
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SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K-9 in the School Year 2010 -
2011:

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, No-
vember 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open
will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Applications began in
Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for more information
about the future school, any update available, and enrollment process. We had 5 open houses
and those were huge successes, with more than two hundred people who attended .We re-

ceived more than 400 applications for the next school year. Enroliments will begin in April 2010
Uniform Update:

We currently have plans to start selling KNIT SHIRTS directly from SWBA for the 2010-2011
school year. It is possible that a style and logo change may be necessary to accomplish this
task 1 especially for our new incoming 6th grade students. Please do not purchase any knit
shirts for next year until we publish the process for purchasing them directly from SWBA. We
hope to have the procedures published in the Spring 2010 and will send it to all parents when

completed.

Have a wonderful spring break holiday.

Fethi Goktepe, Principal

This week i n historyeée

Apri |l 2, 1941: The fDesert Foxo0o recaptures LU

German Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel and his famed Afrika Korps resumed their advance on
modern-day Libya on this day in 1941, hoping to recapture the country from the Allied Forces.
The British had earlier forced the Italians to retreat from East Africa and into Libya. Just as the
British were set to capture the Libyan capital of Tripoli, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill
ordered the troops to Greece. Rommel , al so
portunity and struck. With fifty tanks and two fresh divisions of Italian soldiers, Rommel forced

the British to retreat from Libya into Egypt.
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The prestigious Duke University Talent Identification Program identified 2 seventh graders at
Sweetwater Branch Academy, Jessica Lipori and Cullan Hennessy , as being eligible to par-
ticipate in its Seventh Grade Talent Search. Students eligible for Duke TIP have already
achieved top marks on grade-level standardized tests, making them eligible to participate in TIP
events across the program's 16-state region. They are also encouraged to take the SAT test as
seventh-graders i the same one that college-bound high school students take i to compete for
additional state- and national-level recognition. Both of our students were placed among the

top 15% in SAT exam to become eligible.
Duke TIP identifies academically talented students and offers them a variety of resources for
unique educational opportunities, including summer courses, field studies, scholar weekends

and distance or at-home learning programs.

We are proud of our studentsdé great accomplii
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Student among the Top 5 in Florida in Math League Competition

I would like to congratulate Brandon Matthews, 6 " grade student, for being placed 5™ in Flor-

ida in the Math League Contest and 3 in the regional level.

Math Leagueds 6th, 7th, and 8th grade contegts c
league competitions. Students in each league compete for the highest scores, while schools
compete for the highest team score: the total of the top 5 scores in each school. Each contest's
guestions cover material appropriate to each grade level. Questions may cover: basic topics,
plus exponents, fractions, reciprocals, decimals, rates, ratios, percents, angle measurement,
perimeter, area, circumference, basic roots, patterns, sequences, integers, triangles and right
triangles, and other topics, depending on the grade level. Detailed solution sheets demonstrate
the methods used to solve each problem. These contests encourage a variety of problem-
solving skills and methods, to improve students' abilities and understanding of mathematical

connections, while having fun!

Contest Format: Each contest consists of 40 multiple-choice questions that you can do in 30
minutes. On each 3-page contest, the questions on the 1st page are generally straightforward,
those on the 2nd page are moderate in difficulty, and those on the 3rd page are more difficult.

Source: MathLeague Official Website, http://www.themathleague.com
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Math League School Winners
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Brandon Matthews, 6" Grade
Zachary Vance, 7" Grade
Michala Levy, 8" Grade

Parent -Teacher Conference on Monday, April 12, 2010
The next parent-teacher conference will be held on Monday, April 12, 2010 from 8:00 am to
12: 00 pm and 1:00 pm to 4:45 pm. Please cont

ment.

Student IDs
All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of the

dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.
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Report Cards

Dear Parents,

The report card for the end of the third nine weeks will be given to students in the second
week of April. Make sure you keep in touch wWith
has a low grade. Please encourage your children to do their best and help make Sweetwater
Branch Academy look as good as it really is. Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to moni-
tor your childrends gr ahbkés greahrdsoude te leeip kelep onrdidsr gc or d

on track. If you do not have access to the Internet from home, the public library is a conven-

ient place to browse the web. If you have lost your username and password for SWBA Con-

nect, please email me at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org

Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for the sec-
ond semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams (basketball,
soccer, and tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her homeroom teacher by next

Tuesday otherwise they wonét be all owed intdg the

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D.

Assistant Principal

Check This Out!!

Hey Students!!

Did you know that you can put an ad in the yearbook with a picture of you and your friends or
you could send a message to one of your friends?

Hey Parents!!

Did you know that you could put a special message in the yearbook to your student? You
could congratulate your student on going to the next grade or give them a permanent re-

minder that you love them!

Ads are:

$5 for business card size
Y page $15

¥ page $35

Whole page $75
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Voyages of Sinbad

The Thomas Center, Grace and Sidney Knight Garden Theatre for Young Audiences, will
be performing AThe Commedia Voyages of Si an
May. We would like our students to have the opportunity to go to one of the performances. The
admission is FREE!! We will be sending out permission forms after spring break for the date that
we plan to attend.

fiThe Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences to Present The Commedia

Voyages of Sinbad as its Inaugural Play

GAINESVILLE, Fl-Ahoy there ye mateysé prepare

with Sinbad the Sailor! The City of Gainesville Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Af-

fairs is inaugurating the Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences. The first production will

be AThe Commedia Voyages of Sinbad"by celebr
It will take place outdoors at the Thomas Ce¢
The play is a creative version of Sinbad

puppetry, masks and clowning that the players will use to bring to life a giant fish, the mon-
strous roc bird, the King of the Skeletons, Zughub the Ogre, the Old Man of the Sea, the Ele-
phant King and more! Opening on Thursday, April 15, the play will run on Thursday evenings at
6:30 p.m. and Saturday mornings at 11 a.m. through Saturday, May 15. This free event is rec-
ommended for all ages, ideally suited for families to enjoy together!

The cast for the show includes Geoffrey Boggs as Arlequin, the trickster; Will Tucker as Punchin,
the big-nosed boaster; Madeleine Escarne as Columbine, the clever leader and Megan Lemaster
as Rosetta, a prissy lady. These four <char ad
play all of the parts in an energetic, fast -paced comedy that will last about an hour. Kristin Paul-
son is the production stage manager and prop mistress, with Kristen Perry as the assistant stage
manager and production crew. The showds cost
master scene and property painter. City even
David Ballard, is directing the show and designed the puppets and props. Ballard spent many
years presenting shows for young audiences with his company Moxie Productions. Ballard also
served as Puppet Master for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, developed programs for the
Smithsonian Institution and worked for many years as an artist in the schools for the Virginia
Museum and Virginia Arts Commission.

AfThe Commedi a Voyages of Sinbadd is presente
Recreation and Cultural Affairs and the Thomas Center Associates, and is produced by special
arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service. The Cultural Affairs Division is the designated local
arts agency for Gainesville and Alachua County. Its mission is to promote cultural activity and
encourage community based cultural resources.

For more information on the Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences or to schedule an

interview, please contact David Ballard at 352-393-8746.

our s
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International Night

RSVP RSVP

SWEETWATER BRANCH ACADEMY INVITES YOU TD
ATTEND OUR

O WE ARE "OANRWAL INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

An evening of Diversity through culture
10 countries/cultures will be represented by cuisine, mysic
and dance

Please join us and share in the experience
FRIDAY APRIL 16, 2010, 6:00@8:00pm, SWBA
Cafeteria

Name:

Number of family members & friends [($1)/person]:
Email address:

Money will be collected at the door.
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Piecing it Together With Ms. Ratledge

Language Arts classes have started Greek Mythology and the &' graders have begun their 3

novel fiTo Kill a"ptaders who gre éxplaling Greek Myittlogy, have also

been assigned a new project. This can be found on SWBA connect and has been given to the

students (see below). We will also be planning a Greek Symposia during the project presenta-

tions. The8"gr aders began exploring the novel AiTo Kill
some pre-reading activities to get to know the author, understand the Great Depression, and

develop some understanding of issues we will discuss within the novel.

Greek Mythology Project
Due April 13", 2010

Students will create their own mythological god or goddess following the guidelines below.
There are two parts to this project. The first part of this project can be in the form of a power
point or written paper. The second part must be a visual interpretation. For the power point or
written paper, the following information must be included:

Name of god or goddess

What the god or goddess is the god of and why (a place, a season, a city, etc)

Explanation of how the god came to be (tell its story). Should be written in story form.

Explain where they are from.
Explain on major strength and one major weakness of the god/goddess.
The visual interpretation should be a sculpture, a picture, or another 3 dimensional form of the

god/goddess.
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