
Dear Parents, 

 

SWBA celebrated our 2nd Annual International Night  

 

Sweetwater Branch Academy celebrated its 2nd annual International Night on Friday, April 16, 2010. 

About 200 students and parents joined the night and enjoyed the student performances and the cul-

tural food. SWBA students and parents represented 10 countries at the night. Turkish Club students 

performed folk dance and SWBA Sweet Jôs demonstrated their skills in step dance. The parents of Mr. 

Sintjago sang two beautiful songs from Venezuela. The nightôs surprise was the performance of the 

Sign Language Club students. They successfully sang a song using sign language. After the perform-

ances, all guests started their ñtravel around the worldò walk by visiting each country booth and en-

joyed the food from different parts of the world. Towards the end of the night, every participant voted 

to pick the top three country booths. Turkey, Lebanon, and China took the top three places, respec-

tively. Many thanks to our PVO president Dr. Abboud & the memberôs students and parents who made 

this into a very successful event. We are looking forward to next yearôs International Night. 

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades  K -9 in the School Year 2010 -2011  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, November 

17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 2010. SWBA schools will accept ap-

plications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Applications began in Jan-2010. Please 

follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for more information about the future school, 

any update available, and enrollment process.  

We had 5 open houses and those were huge success, with more than two hundred people attended. 

We received more than 400 applications for the next school year. Enrollments began in April, 2010 

Uniform Update:  

We currently have plans to start selling KNIT SHIRTS directly from SWBA for the 2010-2011 school 

year.  It is possible that a style and logo change may be necessary to accomplish this task ï especially 

for our new incoming 6th grade students.  

Please do not purchase any knit shirts for next year until we publish the process for purchasing them 

directly from SWBA. We hope to have the procedures published in the Spring 2010 and will send it to 

all parents when completed. 
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Congratulations to SWBA Science Olympiad Team for the great result at  the Florida 

State Science Olympiad, April 10th, 2010.  

Our school team placed ninth overall among 54 schools in Florida that were able to make it to 

the state level competition. This is the schoolôs second year attending the Science Olympiad 

and is the highest place it has finished so far.15 students from Sweetwater Branch Academy 

traveled to University of Central Florida last Saturday to participate in the statewide Science 

Olympiad. Going up against 54 other teams from all around Florida, the sixth through eighth -

grade students competed in 23 different events such as Anatomy, Meteorology, Solar System, 

Elevated Bridge, Ornithology, Physical Science Lab, etc.  

SWBA students placed in the top four in two events (Disease Detectives and Road Scholar); top 

five in two events (Shock Value and Meteorology); top six in one event (Elevated Bridge); and 

top 9 in one event (Junkyard Challenge). The competition gives students the opportunity to 

enhance their scientific and mathematical skills while competing with other students from 

across the state. Events are designed to test studentsô critical thinking and reasoning skills. 

The following students have received top placements: 

Disease Detectives  - 4th Place : Angelica Forson and Isaac OôHern 

Road Scholar ï 4th Place: Quennon Ewing and Christopher Theriot 

Meteorology ï 5th Place: Anya Fairchild and Cullan Hennessy  

Shock Value ï 5th Place: Anya Fairchild and Maia Pelham  

Elevated Bridge ï 6th Place: Natanya Cruz and Maia Pelham  

Junkyard Challenge ï 9th Place: Sahil Patel and Anya Fairchild  

Thanks for all the students, parents, coaches and teachers. We are proud of our students. Go 

Jaguars! 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
 
 
 
 

 



Field Trip to Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park  

We will have a field trip to the Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park on Friday, May 21, 2010. Per-

mission slips were given to students on Wednesday and Thursday. Make sure your child turns in the 

form as soon as possible with the payment to secure a spot. Space is limited to 55 students. There 

will be a waiting list after the participant spots are booked. The trip costs $ 60.  

Energy Whiz Olympics  

Ten students will represent our school in the upcoming Energy Whiz Olympics on Saturday, May 1, 

2010. Our students will compete in two different events; Junior Solar Sprint and Solar Cook -Off. In 

Junior Solar Sprint, students design, build, and race a car powered entirely by solar energy and 

steered by wires. In Solar Cook-Off, students design and build a solar cooker and demonstrate the 

performance of their cookers by creating an original dish of food for the competition. We wish good 

luck to our students. Go Jaguars!  

Report Cards  

Dear Parents,                                                                                                                                    

Report cards for the end of the third nine weeks were given to students on Tuesday, April 13, 2010. 

Make sure you keep in touch with your childôs teachers if he or she is failing or has a low grade. 

Please encourage your children to do their best and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as 

good as it really is. Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and 

discipline records.  This is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have access 

to the Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the web.  If you have 

lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email me at uba-

slanti@swbacademy.org 
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Sports Teams/Clubs Participation Form  

We are collecting sports teams/clubs waiver of responsibility forms one more time for the second 

semester. If your child is planning to join or continue in sports clubs/teams (basketball, soccer, and 

tennis, he or she needs to turn this form in to his or her homeroom teacher by next Tuesday other-

wise they wonôt be allowed into the practices.  

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of the dress 

code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D., Assistant Principal 
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Sweetwater Branch Academy celebrated its 2nd annual International Night on Friday, April 16, 

2010. About 200 students and parents joined the night and enjoyed the student performances 

and the cultural food. SWBA students and parents represented 10 countries at the night. Turkish 

Club students performed folk dance and SWBA Sweet Jôs demonstrated their skills in step dance. 

The parents of Mr. Sintjago sang two beautiful songs from Venezuela. The nightôs surprise was 

the performance of the Sign Language Club students. They successfully sang a song using sign 

language. After the performances, all guests started their ñtravel around the worldò walk by visit-

ing each country booth and enjoyed the food from different parts of the world. Towards the end 

of the night, every participant voted to pick the top three country booths. Turkey, Lebanon, and 

China took the top three places, respectively. Many thanks to our PVO members and students 

who made this into a very successful event. We are looking forward to next yearôs International 

Night.  

SWBA 2nd Annual International Night  

Page 4 Sweetwater News  



 

 

Page 5 Sweetwater News  

 
 
 
 
 



In connection with the study of Foreign Language seven of our students took a field 

trip to the Turkish Festival in Jacksonville on Sunday, April 18th. Students had a 

chance to practice their language skills and enjoyed delicious Turkish food, live music 

and dance.  

Turkish Studies Trip to Jacksonville 
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