
Dear Students and Parents, 

Upcoming School Events;  

We will have the below events in May and June. You are welcome to join all the below 

events: 

SWBA Field Trip -Friday, May 21,2010-Wild Adventures -Valdosta 

School Dance Day- Friday, May 28 ,2010 for 6th and 7th grades  @1-2:15 pm   & 

8th grade dance @ 2:15-3:35pm .  

Talent Show  -Wednesday, June 9th,2010 @1:30-3:30pm 

8th Grade Graduation CeremonyïFriday, June 11,2010 @10-11:30 am 

6th & 7th Grade Award Ceremony- Friday, June 11,2010 @2-3pm  

  

SWBA Schools Accept Applications for the Grades K -9 in the School Year 2010 -

2011:  

Alachua County School Board approved the petition of SWBA Elementary School Tuesday, 

November 17, 2009. SWBA ES is planning to open its doors to studentôs fall 2010. SWBA 

schools will accept applications for the grades K-9 in the school year 2010-2011. Applica-

tions began in Jan-2010. Please follow up our schools website www.swbacademy.org, for 

more information about the future school, any update available, and enrollment process.  

We had 5 open houses and those were a huge success, with more than two hundred people 

attended. We received more than 450 applications for the next school year. Enrollments 

began in April, 2010. 

 

Uniform Update:  

We currently have plans to start selling KNIT SHIRTS directly from SWBA for the 2010-2011 

school year.  It is possible that a style and logo change may be necessary to accomplish this 

task ï especially for our new incoming 6th grade students. 

Please do not purchase any knit shirts for next year until we publish the process for pur-

chasing them directly from SWBA. We hope to have the procedures published in the Spring 

2010 and will send it to all parents when completed.  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Field Trip to Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park  

We will have a field trip to the Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park on Friday, May 21, 

2010. Permission slips were given to students on Wednesday and Thursday. Make sure 

your child turns in the form as soon as possible with the payment to secure a spot. 

Space is limited to 55 students. There will be a waiting list after the participant spots 

are booked. The trip costs $ 60.  

 

Energy Whiz Olympics  

Ten students will represent our school in the upcoming Energy Whiz Olympics on Satur-

day, May 1, 2010. Our students will compete in two different events; Junior Solar Sprint 

and Solar Cook-Off. In Junior Solar Sprint, students design, build, and race a car pow-

ered entirely by solar energy and steered by wires. In Solar Cook-Off, students design 

and build a solar cooker and demonstrate the performance of their cookers by creating 

an original dish of food for the competition. We wish good luck to our students.         

Go Jaguars!  

 

Basketball Tournament in Jacksonville  

SWBA basketball team will participate in a tournament this Saturday at Jacksonvilleôs 

River City Science Academy. The games will start at 10 am. We wish good luck to our 

students. Go Jaguars!  

 

Student IDs  

All students are required to carry their student IDs with them all the time. It is part of 

the dress code and, if lost, students are supposed to pay $7 to get a new ID.  

 

Ugur Baslanti, Ph. D. 

Assistant Principal  
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SWBA Basketball Team students had a picnic last Saturday at Kanapaha Park to practice 

and get motivated before the tournament this upcoming Saturday at River City Science 

Academy in Jacksonville.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Basketball Team Picnic and Tournament in Jacksonville 



In connection with the study of Foreign Language nine of our students took a field 

trip to the Turkish Festival in Orlando on Sunday, April 25th, 2010. Students had a 

chance to practice their language skills, enjoyed delicious Turkish food, live music and 

dancing. 

Turkish Studies Trip to Orlando  
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This week in history April 30, 1789: George Washington gives first            

presidential inaugural address  

On this day in 1789, George Washington was inaugurated as the first president of the 

United States in New York. In February the sixty-eight electors of the United States had 

chosen Washington to lead the new country. A war hero and gentleman, Washington 

was the unanimous choice of all the electors. After taking the oath of office on the steps 

of Federal hall on Wall Street, the new president went inside to read Congress his inau-

gural address. 

 

 

Hello parents!  School lunch is an important part of a childôs success.  Lunch provides 

students with brain power and helps them to learn more productively. Because we are a 

charter school and do not have the facilities, we rely on another school for our 

lunches.  Lunch payment should be discussed with the secretary.  We would like all stu-

dents to receive a lunch. Prices are listed below.  Please contact SWBA if you have any 

questions about this.  Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Lunch Prices:      Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week 

                            Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week  

Breakfast Prices:  Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week 

                              Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week  

  Lunch News !!  

 



The Thomas Center, Grace and Sidney Knight Garden Theatre for Young Audiences, will 

be performing ñThe Commedia Voyages of Sinbadò by Lane Riosley on certain dates in April and 

May.  We would like our students to have the opportunity to go to one of the performances. The 

admission is FREE!! We will be sending out permission forms after spring break for the date that 

we plan to attend.   

ñThe Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences to Present The Commedia 

Voyages of Sinbad as its Inaugural Play  

GAINESVILLE, Fla. - Ahoy there ye mateysé prepare yourself to sail the seven seas with 

Sinbad the Sailor! The City of Gainesville Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs is 

inaugurating the Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences.  The first production will be ñThe 

Commedia Voyages of Sinbad"by celebrated young audiencesô playwright Lane Riosley. It will 

take place outdoors at the Thomas Centerôs Grace and Sidney Knight Garden Theatre.  

The play is a creative version of Sinbadôs seven voyages with tumbling, mock combat, 

puppetry, masks and clowning that the players will use to bring to life a giant fish, the monstrous 

roc bird, the King of the Skeletons, Zughub the Ogre, the Old Man of the Sea, the Elephant King 

and more! Opening on Thursday, April 15, the play will run on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. 

and Saturday mornings at 11 a.m. through Saturday, May 15. This free event is recommended for 

all ages, ideally suited for families to enjoy together!  

The cast for the show includes Geoffrey Boggs as  Arlequin, the trickster; Will Tucker as Punchin, 

the big-nosed boaster; Madeleine Escarne as Columbine, the clever leader and Megan Lemaster 

as Rosetta, a prissy lady. These four characters, borrowed from the Italian Commedia dellôarte, 

play all of the parts in an energetic, fast -paced comedy that will last about an hour. Kristin Paul-

son is the production stage manager and prop mistress, with Kristen Perry as the assistant stage 

manager and production crew. The showôs costumer is Joann Stermer and Jim Wegman is the 

master scene and property painter. City event coordinator and the theatreôs artistic director, 

David Ballard, is directing the show and designed the puppets and props. Ballard spent many 

years presenting shows for young audiences with his company Moxie Productions. Ballard also 

served as Puppet Master for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, developed programs for the 

Smithsonian Institution and worked for many years as an artist in the schools for the Virginia Mu-

seum and Virginia Arts Commission.  

ñThe Commedia Voyages of Sinbadò is presented by the City of Gainesville Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Cultural Affairs and the Thomas Center Associates, and is produced by special 

arrangement with  Pioneer Drama Service. The Cultural Affairs Division is the designated local 

arts agency for Gainesville and Alachua County. Its mission is to promote cultural activity and 

encourage community based cultural resources.  

For more information on the Thomas Center Theatre for Young Audiences or to schedule an inter-

view, please contact David Ballard at 352-393-8746.  
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Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School / Friday, April 30, 2010  

www.swbacademy.org 

SWBA students are invited to come to see the play ñVoyages of 

Sinbad ñ on May 6th.  We will meet at the theater at 6:10pm that 

evening for the 6:30 showing. Students have received student per-

mission forms. Please see Ms. Ratledge for these forms!  Hope to 

see you there. 

 

The Thomas Center, Grace and Sidney Knight Garden Theatre for 

Young Audiences, will be performing ñThe Commedia Voyages of 

Sinbadò by Lane Riosley on certain dates in April and May.  We 

would like our students to have the opportunity to go to one of the 

performances. The admission is FREE!! We will be sending out per-

mission forms after spring break for the date that we plan to at-

tend.  

You can find some information about the play on the 6th page.  

 

SWEETWATER 

BRANCH ACADEMY  Voyages of Sinbad  

1000 NE 16TH AVE. 

BUILDING C  

GAINESVILLE, FL 

32601|  

PHONE: (352) 375-8838 |  

FAX: (888) 241-5125 


