
Dear Students and Parents 

 

SWBA Solar Energy Team got 1st  Place in Statewide Energy  Whiz Olympics  

on May 1st, 2010 in Cocoa, FL  

 

I am pleased to inform you that SWBA Solar Energy Team got 1st Place in Statewide En-

ergy Whiz Olympics on MAY 1st, 2010 in Cocoa, FL. Congratulation to our science 

teacher, Mr. Tunc, and the team for this wonderful achievement! Each year Florida stu-
dents seek to solve our worldôs energy challenges one student at a time as they prepare 

for the annual Energy Whiz Olympics ï a series of activities that are designed to encour-
age studentsô interests in alternative fuel technologies.  On May 1st, 2010, hundreds of 

students traveled to Cocoa for an all day Saturday competition of the energy minds. This 

was the 8th annual competition for Florida students and events include the Bright House 
Solar Energy Cook-off, the Junior Solar Sprint, Hydrogen Spring, and Energy Innovations.   

 

SWBA students have once again shown their ingenuity through their efforts in this aca-

demic competition.  We can all rest a little more easily knowing our future is in the hands 

of these bright and energetic students!  

 

Upcoming School Events;  

 

We will have the below events in May and June. You are welcome to join all the below 

events: 

 SWBA Field Trip -Friday, May 21,2010-Wild Adventures -Valdosta 

 School Dance Day- Friday, May 28 ,2010 for 6th and 7th grades  @1-2:15 pm & 

8th grade dance @ 2:15-3:35pm .  

 Talent Show  -Wednesday, June 9th,2010 @1:30-3:30pm 

 8th Grade Graduation Picnic- Saturday, June5, 2010 -@Kanapaha Park 4-6pm 

 8th Grade Graduation CeremonyïFriday, June 11, 2010 @10-11:30 am 

 6th & 7th Grade Award Ceremony- Friday, June 11, 2010 @2-3pm  
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

May 17, 2010 

Send Interim Reports Home  

 

May 19, 2010 

SWBA Governing Board Meeting 

 

 May 21, 2010 

Wild Adventures Field Trip -Water & 

Theme Park 

 

 

May 26 , 2010 

School Dance Day 
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SWBA Celebrated National Charter Schools and Teacher Appreciation week              

with different Events;  

 

I would like to say a big thanks to our teachers/staff for their great effort in this 

year. I also wanted to thank the PVO for their inputs for this weekôs events.  

Charter schools continue to contribute to Americaôs public education system since 

1992. Public charter schools have been an essential contributor to Floridaôs public 

education system since 1996 ï not only growing at an incredibly fast pace but also 

helping raise student achievement. Today, there are 410 charter school thought the 

state serving more than 137,000 students from Kindergarten to 12th grade.  This 

growth ï completely parent driven ï is a testament to the need and demand that 

exists for a quality public education option. The percentage of charter schools receiv-

ing an ñAò increased from 42% in 2002-03 to 63% in 2008 -09; and 79 percent of 

charter schools tested were high-performing, having earned an ñAò or ñBò.  

 

Thanks to all parents who trusted us and enrolled their children in our school. We 

will continue to do our best to deserve your trust and strive to do better in the fu-

ture. 

Have a wonderful weekend & Happy Motherôs Day! 

 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Field Trip to Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park  
We will have a field trip to the Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park on Fri-

day, May 21, 2010. Permission slips were given to students on Wednesday and 

Thursday. Make sure your child turns in the form as soon as possible with the 

payment to secure a spot. Space is limited to 55 students. There will be a waiting 

list after the participant spots are booked. The trip costs $ 60. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sign Language Club Field Trip to the Deaf School in St. Augustine 
Sign Language Club students will have a field trip to the Deaf School in St. 

Augustine on Tuesday, May 18, 2010. Our students will get a chance to commu-

nicate with some of the students at the school and improve their sign language 

skills. I would like to thank their instructor, Ms. Bechtel for organizing this field 

trip. Please turn in your permission forms to Ms. Bechtel before Tuesday, May 

11, 2010.  

 

Algebra Tutoring  

There will be an Algebra tutoring this Saturday from 11 AM to 2 PM for 7th and 

8th grade students who are in Honors Algebra class. There will be barbecue after 

tutoring. Hot dogs and refreshments will be served. Students are welcome to 

bring any deserts, snacks or refreshments.   

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D. 

Assistant Principal  
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SWBA Solar Energy Team got 1st Place in Statewide Energy Whiz Olympics on MAY 

1st, 2010 in Cocoa, FL. Congratulation to our science teacher, Mr. Tunc, and the team 

for this wonderful achievement! Each year Florida students seek to solve our worldôs 

energy challenges one student at a time as they prepare for the annual EnergyWhiz 

Olympics ï a series of activities that are designed to encourage studentsô interests in 

alternative fuel technologies.  On May 1st, 2010, hundreds of students traveled to 

Cocoa for an all day Saturday competition of the energy minds. This was the 8th an-

nual competition for Florida students and events include the Bright House Solar En-

ergy Cook-off, the Junior Solar Sprint, Hydrogen Spring, and Energy Innovations.   

 

With over 50 schools competing, this competition can get pretty heated.  Sweetwater 

Branch Academy definitely heated things up in the Solar Energy Cook-off where they 

won the 1st place position with their solar cooker that is designed to use radiation as 

its energy source.  The challenge is to design and build a solar cooker, and design 

and cook a recipe that will be presented to the judges. These challenges allow stu-

dent creativity and culinary skills to be ñfueledò into action.  

 

SWBA students Aubriana Strawder, Kiara Williams, Natalie Liu, Natanya Cruz, Ruslan 

Chernitsyn, Sahil Patel, Stephen Anyaegbuna, Weston Clark and Jenise Hall were the 

masterminds behind this yearôs winning cooker. Their environmentally-friendly design 

is only one example of how many options there are to alternative energy. The cooker 

design used parabolic mirrors to collect light from a wide area and focused the light to 

only a few square inches, making the point reach approximately 350 degrees. Energy 

was trapped and insulated to maintain the energy at the top level.   It was the tem-

perature that enabled a steam engine to be used, if necessary.  The cooker was de-

signed to move in all directions to track the Sun at all times, enabling it to collect the 

highest amount of sunlight.   

 

SWBA students have once again shown their ingenuity through their efforts in this 

academic competition.  We can all rest a little more easily knowing our future is in the 

hands of these bright and energetic students!  
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