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MIDBEEE SRICCR Dear Students and Parents,

e IMPORTANT DATES: Upcoming School Events;
May 17, 2010
Send Interim Reports Home We will have the following events in May and June, 2010. You are welcome to join all

the below events, which are:

O SWBA Field Trip - Friday, May 21, 2010 - Wild Adventures —Valdosta

Sz atuiiglesitil i | School Dance Day- Friday, May 28, 2010 for 6th and 7th grades @1-2:15 pm &
May 21, 2010 8th grade dance @ 2:15-3:35pm

O Talent Show -Wednesday, June 9th, 2010 @1:30-3:30pm

O 8th Grade Graduation Picnic- Saturday, June 5, 2010 @ Kanapaha Park 4-6pm

O 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony—Friday, June 11, 2010 @10-11:30 am

O 6th&7th Grade Award Ceremony- Friday, June 11, 2010 @2-3pm

May 19, 2010

Wild Adventures Field Trip -
Water & Theme Park

May 26 , 2010

School Dance Day

SWBA Basketball Team Received 2nd Place in Grace Schools Tournament in

Jacksonville on May 1st, 2010

Congratulations to our basketball team, Coach Forson, and parents for this great

achievement! We really had fun and I would like to thank everyone for arranging the

tournament. We are planning to join more tournaments in the future. Go Jags!
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Principal’s Corner (Continue

SWBA Celebrated National Charter Schools and Teacher Appreciation Week
with Different Events

I would like to give a big thanks to our teachers/staff for their great efforts this year.

| also would |Iike to thank the PVO for :Lhei
A

ter schools continue to contribute to
Charter schools continue to contribute
1992. Public charter schools have been
education system since 1996 i not only growing at an incredibly fast pace but also
helping raise student achievement. Today, there are 410 charter school thought the
state serving more than 137,000 students from Kindergarten to 12th grade. This
growth 1 completely parent driven 1 is a testament to the need and demand that ex-
ists for a quality public education option. The percentage of charter schools receiving
an AAO increased-03to63% in2008409; and 72 efeht of charter

schools tested were high-p er f or mi ng, having earned an

Thanks to all parents who trusted us and enrolled their children in our school. We will

continue to do our best to deserve your trust and strive to do better in the future.

Have a wonderful weekend,

Fethi Goktepe, Principal
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Assistant Principal’'s Corner

Interim Progress cards will be given out next Monday!
Dear Parents,
Cycle 4 Interim Progress cards were given to students during 6™ period on Monday,

May 17" to be hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, please contact

your childés teachers via email or phong.

and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. Please continue
to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor yolhg
is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have access to the
Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the web. If you
have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email me at

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org

Field Trip to Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park

We will have a field trip to the Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park on Friday, May 21,
2010. Permission slips were given to students on Wednesday and Thursday. Make sure
your child turns in the form as soon as possible with the payment to secure a spot.
Space is limited to 55 students. There will be a waiting list after the participant spots
are booked. The trip costs $ 60.

Sign Language Club Field Trip to the Deaf School in St. Augustine

Sign Language Club students will have a field trip to the Deaf School in St. Augustine on
Tuesday, May 18, 2010. Our students will get a chance to communicate with some of
the students at the school and improve their sign language skills. I would like to thank
their instructor, Ms. Bechtel for organizing this field trip. Please turn in your permission
forms to Ms. Bechtel before Tuesday, May 11, 2010.

chi
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Assistant Principal’s Corner]| (C

Seminar on Bioinformatics by Dr. Kahveci , UF Computer & Information

Sciences Dept.

Dr. Kahveci of the UF Computer and Information Sciences Dept. visited our school to

give a speech titled ABioinformatics: Where
science and math team students.

We would like to thank Dr. Kahveci for taking the time to come to our school and nur-

ture our brains with important ideas and introducing this fairly new field to our stu-

dents. The field of bioinformatics will continue to be one of the most promising careers
in the near future and we are glad that our students had a chance to learn about this

exciting field from an expert in the field.

Bioinformatics: Where biology meets computer science

Abstract:

The industrialization of molecular biology research has resulted in an explosion of bioin-
formatics data. Datasets containing biological data, such as DNA, proteins, gene expres-
sions and pathways are widely available. The next challenge is to make sense out of
this massive data and understand how organisms actually work. In this talk, we will dis-

cuss fundamental data types in bioinformatics as well as several problems that require

computers to understand this data.

Bio:

Tamer Kahveci received his Ph.D. degree in Computer Science from University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara in 2004. He has been working as an Assistant Professor in the
Computer and Information Science and Engineering at the University of Florida since
Fall 2004. Dr. Kahveci received the Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement award in
2006, CSB best paper award in 2008 and the NSF Career award in 2009. His main re-
search interests are bioinformatics and databases. He has worked on indexing large

databases, sequence alignment and computational analysis of biological pathways.

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D.
Assistant Principal

—
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This Week in History...

On May 13, 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt delivered the opening address, "Conservation as
a National Duty," at the outset of a three-day meeting billed as the Governors' Conference on the
Conservation of Natural Resources. He explained to the attendees that "the occasion for the
meeting lies in the fact that the natural resources of our country are in danger of exhaustion if we
permit the old wasteful methods of exploiting them longer to continue." The conference propelled
conservation issues into the forefront of public consciousness and stimulated a large number of
private and state-level conservation initiatives.

The gathering of the nation's governors was spearheaded by Chief Forester of the United States
Gifford Pinchot, with the assistance of Secretary of the Inland Waterways Commission William

John "WJ" McGee. No individual was so completely and prominently identified with the American
conservation movement in this era as Gifford Pinchot, who made it his mission to establish the
permanently sustainable use of the nation's natural resources on a foundation of rational and
integrated public ownership and management.

Born in 1865, Pinchot was inspired at a young age by his father's suggestion that he should dedi-
cate his life to the profession of forestry, then all but unknown in the United States. Pinchot
graduated from Yale and went to France and Germany to pursue his education as a forester.
When he returned to the United States, another notable conservationist and friend of his father,
Frederick Law Olmsted, encouraged him to work in North Carolina managing the forest at George
W. Vanderbilt's Biltmore estate near Asheville. In 1898, he became chief of the Division of For-
estry in the Department of Agriculture, and in 1905 he succeeded in having the recently created
forest reserves (later renamed national forests) transferred from the Department of the Interior
to his own under what is now the Forest Service.

At the turn of the century, the nation's newly created Forest Reserves were in the Department of
the Interior. The General Land Officed at that time soaked with fraud and incompetenceé had

responsibility for administering them. Meanwhile, what few foresters existed worked in the Divi-

sion of Forestry, located in the Department of Agriculture. When Gifford Pinchot took over the
tiny Division of eleven people in 1898, he resolved to bring forests and foresters together into
what many then considered the more efficient and ethical Department of Agriculture.

The U.S.D.A. Forest Service,

Pinchot Institute for Conservation

Have a lovely weekend,

Ms. Kathryn Cairns
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SUMMER READING ALERT! SUMMER READING ALERT!

This year, older readers can take part in our Summer Reading Program! Beginning
June 12, students in 6-12 grades can sign up for the Teen Summer Reading Program.
You'll have the opportunity to take part in Chipotle's Bingo Burrito game, which can
win you free Chipotle burritos and enter you in a Grand Prize drawing for a party of
25 at Chipotle! We also have some fabulous Teen Programs this summer, including
the First Annual Battle of the Books. For more information about what is going on at
the Alachua County Library please visit: http://host7.evanced.info/alachua/evanced/

eventcalendar.asp.

Spirit Week 6/7 - 6/11

Monday- Celebrity Day (dress like a celebrity, but it needs to be teacher approved

first)

Tuesday - Twin Day (find a friend and dress alike)

Wednesday - Wacky Wednesday (wear your tacky wacky clothes)
Thursday-Decades Day (wear c¢clothes from wha
606s, 7006s, 806s, 906s, or etc.)

Friday - Dress up day (graduation day/awards ceremony)
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The Devil's
Arithhmaetic

Piecing it Together with Ms. Ratledge

Language Arts students started a Holocagst

Arithmetic. This will be our final novel!

The 8" graders began reading the Diary of Anne Frank (in their literature books) this

week and are taking on the characters in the play version of this inspirational story.
Summer reading lists and activities will be out soon! Be on the lookout ]
Have a wonderful weekend!

Ms. Ratledge

Calling all 8" graders!!

Help is needed to create an 8" grade spirit shirt that you can wear during the last few
weeks of school . Those interested shoul
work on a design. If you have an idea and you like to draw, we could really use your

help! Ideas are due next Tuesday!

Childrenés Clothing Drivel!!l

What: We need all types of clothing and shoes for children; especially for children ages
3-10; go to Children in Haiti.

When: Now until the end of the school year
Who: student council

See a student council representative or Mrs. Medlock for questions.

q
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Voyages of Sinbad

OnMay6™ 2010, students, faculty, and pardnts
drendés theatrical performance of The Cofpmed
performance performed at the Thomas Center for young adults and children. The

Thomas Center has plans for many more productions of this kind, and the best thing
is, they are FREE! The play was performed in an outdoor theater and was quite en-
tertaining! Those who attended enjoyed the creativity and enthusiasm of the players

who performed. SWBA looks forward to the next performance and hopes that more

students will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity of attending the theater!

Energy Whiz Olympics Party

We celebrated our 1% place at Energy Whiz Olympics with a party . Energy Whiz
Olympics is a statewide competition held annually by the University of Central Flor-
ida. All team members were present at the celebration party. We had a very good
time making jokes, chatting, and discussing the competition. Surely it was the most
sweet part when we cut the big delicious chocolate cake. I was also happy to see that

our students were highly motivated for the next competitions. Who could resist

to these two sweet delightful prizes:; chocolate cake and the gold medal? We are

waiting for our next Energy Whiz Olympics celebration party .When? May 2011..
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SWEETWATER
BRANCH ACADEMY Lunch News!!
Hel |l o parent s! School l unch is an impoftan
1000 NE 16TH AVE. vides students with brain power and helps them to Iearr.w .more productively. Be-
BUILDING C cause we are a charter school and do not have the facilities, we rely on another
GAINESVILLE, FL school for our lunches. Lunch payment should be discussed with the secretary.
32601| We would like all students to receive a lunch. Prices are listed below. Please

PHONE: (352) 375-8838 |
FAX: (888) 241-5125

contact SWBA if you have any questions about this. Have a wonderful weekend!

Lunch Prices:

o Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week
e Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week
Breakfast Prices:

e Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week

e Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week

Algebra Tutoring Last Saturday

There was an algebra tutoring last Saturday for students who are in the Honors
Algebra class. We studied from 11 AM to 1 PM and after that students enjoyed
the hot dogs and refreshments in the backyard. We are planning to have an-
other tutoring session next week. Please encourage your child to join the tutor-
ing sessions before the District wide end of the semester exam.

Charter School Essay Winners

1% place: Quennon Ewing ($20)
2" place: Anya Fairchild ($15)
3" place: Hosanah Bryan ($10)

Honorable Mentions: Charlotte Smith and Ruslan Chernitsyna (HW passes)



http://www.graceschools.us/swba/user/view.php?id=164&course=18

