
Dear Students and Parents, 

 

Upcoming School Events:  

We will have the below events in May and June. You are welcome to join all the below 

events 

 SWBA Field Trip -Friday, May 21,2010-Wild Adventures -Valdosta 

 School Dance Day- Friday, May 28, 2010 for 6th and 7th grades @1-2:30 pm   

& 8th grade dance @ 1-3:35pm. 

 Talent Show  -Wednesday, June 9th, 2010 @1:30-3:30pm 

 8th Grade Graduation Picnic- Saturday ,June5, 2010 -@Kanapaha Park 4-6pm 

 8th Grade Graduation CeremonyïFriday, June 11, 2010 @10-11:30 am 

 6th&7th Grade Award Ceremony- Friday, June 11, 2010 @2-3pm 

 

Home Visits:  

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the interaction with 

the student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to students' aca-

demic and behavioral progress.  

SWBA Teachers visited 42 homes so far. Our target is to visit all of our students this 

year. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make 

home visit arrangements with your student's teachers. Depending on our teacher's 

availability, at least two teachers will visit our students and parents at their homes. You 

may reach the home visit photos from the following link  http://www.swbacademy.com/

index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home -visits&catid=55:home -

visits&Itemid=97   

   

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Interim Progress cards were given out  

 

Dear Parents, 

Cycle 4 Interim Progress cards were given to students during 6th period on Monday, 

May 17th to be hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, please con-

tact your childôs teachers via email or phone. Please encourage your children to do 

their best and help make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. 

Please continue to utilize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and disci-

pline records.  This is a great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not 

have access to the Internet from home, the public library is a convenient place to 

browse the web.  If you have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, 

please email me at ubaslanti@swbacademy.org 

 

Field Trip to Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park  

We will have a field trip to the Wild Adventures Water & Theme Park on Friday, May 

21, 2010. Permission slips were given to students on Wednesday and Thursday. Make 

sure your child turns in the form as soon as possible with the payment to secure a 

spot. Space is limited to 55 students. There will be a waiting list after the participant 

spots are booked. The trip costs $ 60.  

 

Sign Language Club Field Trip to the Deaf School in St. Augustine  

Sign Language Club students went on a field trip to the Deaf School in St. Augustine 

on Tuesday, May 18, 2010. Our students had the chance to communicate with some 

of the students at the school and improve their sign language skills. I would like to 

thank their instructor, Ms. Bechtel for organizing this field trip.  

 

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D. 

Assistant Principal  
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May 20, 1861: "A Free and Independent State": North Carolina Secedes from the Union 

The North Carolina legislature voted that counties should elect delegates who would determine 

whether North Carolina would remain in the Union. On May 20, the delegates, convening in Ra-

leigh, voted unanimously that the state would no longer be a part of the United States of Amer-

ica. The Ordinance of Secession states: 

"We do further declare and ordain, That the union now subsisting between the State of North 

Carolina and the other States under the title of the United States of America, is hereby dissolved, 

and that the State of North Carolina is in the full possession and exercise of all those rights of 

sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and independent State.ò 

The resolution goes on to give the Confederate central government jurisdiction over some North 

Carolina land for military use, as well as to ratify the Constitution of the Confederate States of 

America and change all references in the state constitution from United States to Confederate 

States. 

North Carolina was the last Southern state to join the Confederacy. William Boyd's (1879-1938) 

North Carolina on the eve of succession(1912) discusses the factors and events that led the state 

to secede from the Union. These factors included social structure, intra-state sectionalism, and 

industrial organization, in addition to the influence of national debates over slavery and states' 

rights. As the national debate over slavery heated up with the Compromise of 1850, the state's 

political parties began to factionalize, and North Carolina legislators debated secession. When the 

1851 Congressional election's campaign platforms brought the issue to the people, however, pro-

secession candidates were defeated soundly. Nevertheless, Boyd labels these candidates "a 

strong, active States-rights minority" of "extremists" that survived by feeding off of the state's 

"radical spirit," which until 1861 steadily intensified, manifesting itself in increasing arrests of abo-

litionists and public violence against Republicans. 

In 1860, during the presidential election, further discord between the pro -Union and pro-

secession Democrats and successful Whig appeals to North Carolinians' patriotism deepened divi-

sions in the state, thereby preventing any group from gaining enough power to enact their pro-

posed platforms. The state thus did not act on the secession question until after the battle at Fort 

Sumter. Even then, Boyd asserts, North Carolina only grudgingly left the Union to avoid "fighting 

against the South". 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

 Ms. Cairns 

 

 

 

 
 

This Week in Historyé.. 



This year, older readers can take part in our Summer Reading Program! Beginning 

June 12, students in 6-12 grades can sign up for the Teen Summer Reading Program. 

You'll have the opportunity to take part in Chipotle's Bingo Burrito game, which can 

win you free Chipotle burritos and enter you in a Grand Prize drawing for a party of 

25 at Chipotle! We also have some fabulous Teen Programs this summer, including 

the First Annual Battle of the Books.  For more information about what is going on at 

the Alachua County Library please visit: 

 http://host7.evanced.info/alachua/evanced/eventcalendar.asp.  

 

 

Piecing it Together with Ms. Ratledge  

Language Arts students started a Holocaust unit and began reading the novel Devilôs 

Arithmetic.  This will be our final novel!  

The 8th graders are delving into the Diary of Anne Frank (in their literature books) and 

are taking on the characters in the play version of this inspirational story.  

Summer reading lists and activities will be out soon!  Be on the lookout.  

Have a wonderful weekend!  

Ms. Ratledge 

 

 

 

SUMMER READING ALERT! SUMMER READING ALERT!  
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Monday- Celebrity Day (dress like a celebrity, but it needs to be teacher approved first)  

Tuesday - Twin Day (find a friend and dress alike)  

Wednesday - Wacky Wednesday (wear your tacky wacky clothes) 

Thursday - Decades Day (wear clothes from whatever decade you choose: 40ôs, 50ôs, 

60ôs, 70ôs, 80ôs, 90ôs, or etc.) 

Friday - Dress up day (graduation day/awards ceremony) 

 

 

 

Donôt forget to buy your yearbook!  They are a steal at only $30!  A yearôs worth of 

memories = priceless.  See Ms. Medlock for details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What:  We need all types of clothing and shoes for children; especially for children ages 

3-10; go to Children in Haiti.  

When:  Now until the end of the school year  

Who:  student council 

See a student council representative or Mrs. Medlock for questions. 

  

 

 

Spirit Week 6/7 - 6/11  

Childrenõs Clothing Drive!! 

Yearbook 



On Tuesday May 18 the Sign Language Club took a trip to the Florida School for the 

Deaf and Blind in St. Augustine. It is the largest school of its type in the United 

States. The club members were shown around the campus consisting of 47 main 

buildings. First we visited the science lab designed for the deaf middle school stu-

dents. The hands on classroom environment makes learning easier for sensory im-

paired students. After we toured the middle school building we watched a deaf PE 

class. It was very interesting to see how they used sign language in the class. The 

teacher explained the game using sign language and we watched the students sign to 

each other as they ran around the gym. In the elementary section of the deaf school 

there is a mini town complete with a bank, grocery store, and post office. The ñKidôs 

Townò is designed to teach young deaf students basic communication and life skills. 

Since many parents of deaf children are not fluent in sign language and canôt commu-

nicate with their children the school teaches basic ideas such as mailing a letter or 

grocery shopping to its students. The school also offers free sign language classes to 

parents and the community.  

 

Later we visited the library for the blind. The students learned about many different 

technologies available for blind people to experience reading and literature. There 

were special audio books and devices that enlarged print. We saw many Braille books 

and magazines, including a Braille dictionary. 

 

After we left the school we visited downtown St. Augustine and St. George Street. We 

had an enjoyable day and learned a lot about education opportunities available for 

deaf and blind students. 

 

- Nuriya Bechtel 
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Sweetwater Branch Academy Middle School / Friday, May 21, 2010  

www.swbacademy.org 

Hello parents!  School lunch is an important part of a childôs success.  Lunch pro-

vides students with brain power and helps them to learn more productively. Be-

cause we are a charter school and do not have the facilities, we rely on another 

school for our lunches.  Lunch payment should be discussed with the secretary.  

We would like all students to receive a lunch. Prices are listed below.  Please 

contact SWBA if you have any questions about this.  Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Lunch Prices:  

 Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week 

 Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week  

Breakfast Prices: 

 Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week 

 Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week 

Name(s): 

 

1 Emily Kirkpatrick 

2 Maia  

3 Brooklyn  

4 Luci, Antonika, Madeline 

5 Natanya 

6 Destiny 

7 Luci, Maicel, Antonika, Raquel, Artavia 

8 Stephen and Drelan 

9 Sweet J's 

10 Jenise and Kiara 

11 Anya 

12 Anya, Calley, Susi 

13 Angelica, Hosanah 

14 Hosanah 

15 Megan 

16 Jenise 

17 Byers 

18 Allegre 

SWEETWATER 
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