
Dear Students and Parents, 

Upcoming School Events:  

We will have the below events during the final days of school in June. You are welcome 

to join all the below events:  

 8th Grade Graduation Picnic- Saturday, June 5th, 2010 -@ Kanapaha Park 4-

6pm 

 Talent Show -Wednesday, June 9th, 2010 @ 1:30-3:30pm 

 8th Grade Graduation CeremonyïFriday, June 11th, 2010 @ 10-11:30 am 

 6th&7th Grade Award Ceremony- Friday, June 11th, 2010 @ 2-3pm 

 

2010 FCAT Results:  

We are expecting the 2010 FCAT Results next week. Parents will be informed about the 

FCAT test results when we receive them. 

 

Home Visits:  

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the interaction with 

the student's family at their home is a very effective way to contribute to students' aca-

demic and behavioral progress.  

SWBA teachers have visited 43 homes during the 2009-10 school year, so far. Our tar-

get is to visit all of our students this year. Please contact Dr. Baslanti at uba-

slanti@swbacademy.org if you wish to make home visit arrangements with your stu-

dent's teachers. Depending on our teacher's availability, at least two teachers will visit 

our students and parents at their home. You may reach the home visit photos from the 

following link http://www.swbacademy.com/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=68:home -visits&catid=55:home-

visits&Itemid=97  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Fethi Goktepe, Principal 
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Algebra Tutoring & Visit to UFôs Chemistry Department on Saturday   

We had an algebra tutoring last Saturday for students who are in the Honors Algebra 

class from 11 AM to 1 PM. This time we met at the Chemistry Lab Building at the Uni-

versity of Florida. Dr. Abboud of the Chemistry Department briefed us on types of 

high-tech equipment they use in their labs to conduct experiments. Our students had 

a chance to see state-of-the-art lab equipment to carry out X -ray crystallography, 

mass spectrometry, and nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) and learned about the 

basic working principles of each one of these tools. After the lab visit, we gathered in 

a classroom inside the chemistry building and had our algebra tutoring. We are going 

to have another tutoring tomorrow from 11 am to 1 pm here at the school. Please 

encourage your child to participate in these tutoring sessions before the District alge-

bra test next Monday.  

 

Report Cards  

Dear Parents,  

Report Cards will be given to students during 6th period on Friday, June 11th to be 

hand-carried home. For questions or parent conferences, please contact your childôs 

teachers via email or phone. Please encourage your children to do their best and help 

make Sweetwater Branch Academy look as good as it really is. Please continue to util-

ize SWBA Connect to monitor your childrenôs grades and discipline records.  This is a 

great resource to help keep our kids on track. If you do not have access to the Inter-

net from home, the public library is a convenient place to browse the web.  If you 

have lost your username and password for SWBA Connect, please email me at      

ubaslanti@swbacademy.org  

 

Foreign Language Selection Forms  

All sixth grade students were given a foreign language selection form for next year. 

Please make a selection for next year and send the form to your childôs homeroom 

teacher by Monday, June 7th. If we donôt get this form by the deadline, your child 

may be assigned a foreign language class next year based on availability.  

8th Grade Graduation Picnic on Saturday 

SWBA will organize a graduation picnic for 8th grade students tomorrow at the Kana-

paha Park from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Hope to see all 8th grade students and parents 

at the picnic tomorrow.  

 

Ugur Baslanti, Ph.D. 

Assistant Principal  

Assistant Principalõs Corner 
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1919: Congress passes the Nineteenth Amendment  

On this day June 4 in 1919, the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 

passed by Congress and sent to the states for ratification. The amendment guaranteed 

women the right to vote. Such feminist pioneers as Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, and Lucy Stone had been working for the vote for many years, and had 

formed the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1890. On August 18, 

1920, Tennessee became the thirty-sixth state to ratify the amendment, enough to sat-

isfy the two -thirds majority required to make it federal law.  

 

Memorial Day  

Memorial Day is a United States federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May 

(May 31 in 2010). Formerly known as Decoration Day, it commemorates U.S. soldiers 

who died while in the military service. First enacted to honor Union soldiers of the 

American Civil War ï it is celebrated near the day of reunification after the Civil War ï it 

was extended after World War I to honor Americans who have died in all wars.  

In the United States, Memorial Day marks the unofficial (i.e. non -astronomical) start of 

summer, just as Labor Day marks the unofficial end of the season. Memorial Day, be-

gun as a ritual of remembrance and reconciliation after the Civil War, by the early 20th 

century, Memorial Day was an occasion for more general expressions of memory, as 

ordinary people visited the graves of their deceased relatives, whether they had served 

in the military or not. It also became a day increasingly devoted to shopping, family get

-togethers, trips to the beach, and national media events such as the Indianapolis 500 

auto race, held since 1911 on Memorial Day 

On Tuesday, June 1st in Social Studies, we recognized Memorial Day by recognizing 

those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom. We talked about family members who 

have fought for our country. We watched the History of Memorial Day, Presidents who 

Served and watched a moving clip called The True Meaning of Memorial Day. The 

Sweetwater students then created Memorial Day posters in class.  

 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend, 

Ms. Kathryn Cairns 

 

 

This Week in Historyé.. 



Hello parents!  School lunch is an important part of a childôs success.  Lunch provides 

students with brain power and helps them to learn more productively. Because we 

are a charter school and do not have the facilities, we rely on another school for our 

lunches.  Lunch payment should be discussed with the secretary.  We would like all 

students to receive a lunch. Prices are listed below.  Please contact SWBA if you have 

any questions about this.  Have a wonderful weekend!  

                         

Lunch Prices:  Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week 

Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week 

Breakfast Prices:  Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week 

Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week 

 

 

Language Arts students ended their Holocaust unit, their novel and the movie!  The 

end of the year will be focused on some Acuity practice and other fun activities!  

The 8th graders have finished the Diary of Anne Frank (in their literature books) and 

are watching the movie.  They will finish the year with more Acuity practice and other 

fun activities!  

Summer reading lists and activities are here!  Check the newsletter and on SWBA 

connect for information.  They will also be sent home with the students.  

Have a wonderful weekend!  

Ms. Ratledge 

 

 

 

Lunch News!!  
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Monday- Celebrity Day (dress like a celebrity, but it needs to be teacher approved first)  

Tuesday - Twin Day (find a friend and dress alike)  

Wednesday - Wacky Wednesday (wear your tacky wacky clothes) 

Thursday - Decades Day (wear clothes from whatever decade you choose: 40ôs, 50ôs, 

60ôs, 70ôs, 80ôs, 90ôs, or etc.) 

Friday - Dress up day (graduation day/awards ceremony) 

 

 

 

Donôt forget to buy your yearbook!  They are a steal at only $30!  A yearôs worth of 

memories = priceless.  See Ms. Medlock for details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What: We need all types of clothing and shoes for children; especially for children ages 

3-10; go to Children in Haiti.  

When: Now until the end of the school year  

Who: student council 

See a student council representative or Mrs. Medlock for questions.  

  

 

 

Spirit Week 6/7 - 6/11  

Childrenõs Clothing Drive!! 

Yearbook 



 

Dear upcoming 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students,  

I am looking forward to seeing each of you in the fall, as we begin the 2010 -2011 

school year.  For your summer reading you are expected to read 4-6 novels. For one 

of the novels, you must complete a written assignment. For this assignment, choose 

one of the novels on your summer reading list and complete the following assign-

ments: 

1. Create a character list and a character description (1 paragraph) of each of 

the major characters. 

2. Write a summary of the book that includes the setting, conflict, and the main 

events in the story (2 -3 paragraphs). 

3. Create a title for each chapter (even if the chapter already has a title, create 

a new one).   

4. * 7th and 8th graders only:  Under each chapter title, list the three most im-

portant things that happen in the chapter (written in complete sentences).  

5. *8th graders only:  Make a list of questions that you have about what hap-

pens in the novel or why something happens. (Minimum of 10 questions)  

In addition to the one novel you choose, you should also read 3 other novels of your 

choice from the reading list.  For these novels, choose 2 and complete a book sum-

mary, which should be 250 words.  When writing the summary, assume the reader of 

your summary has never heard of the book.  If the book tells a story (fiction or non -

fiction), explain the situation at the beginning, the major conflict(s) or complication(s) 

that develop, and the resolution or situation at the end.  

If the book does not tell a story, please explain what the book is about, what you 

think is the purpose of the book, and the important things that you learned from 

reading it. The fourth novel is for enjoyment only and has no written assignment.  

 

Hope you have a wonderful and safe summer!!   

Ms. Ratledge and Ms. White  

 

 

Language Artõs Summer Reading Assignment for the 2010-

2011 School Year 
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 Sweetwater Branch Academy 

Upper School Summer Reading Projects 2010 

Rising Ninth Graders 

Objective: To prepare yourself for an initial essay assignment in your English class  

Method: Keeping a reading journal throughout the summer for all of the books you 

read, including the Faculty-Sponsored Summer Reading book. As well as responding to 

the set questions you may include personal comments on your reading process. 

(Example: ñI think Colonel Mustard is the perpetrator. I believe he was in the library 

when used the wrench to kill Mrs. Peacock.ò)  

Journal content: The journal will fall into two parts totaling twelve journal entries of at 

least 250 words apiece. AP English Literature (Twelfth Grade) students will write two 

additional entries for their extra book for a total of fourteen entries.  

Part 1 consists of answers to 2 questions for each of the four/five titles, each of which 

must have:  

Part 2 consists of answers to 4 questions, which will be synthesis entries, on various 

combinations of the books.  

*Please have an extra copy of your responses to the Faculty Sponsored book ready and 

with you on the day of the book discussion.  

Due Date: The reading journal must be submitted on the first full day of your English 

class.  

Format: The journal may be typed or hand written.  

Questions: Please contact Ms. Ratledge or Ms. White with any questions you have dur-

ing the summer: aratledge@swbacademy.org and swhite@swbacademy.org 

 

Language Artõs Summer Reading Assignment for the 2010-

2011 School Year 



Part I: For each of the four/five titles you have read, answer your choice of two of the 

following questions, totaling eight or, for AP English Literature (Twelfth Grade) stu-

dents, ten answers. You may choose different questions for the different books. For 

each answer make sure that you identify the book and the question being answered.  

1. (Before reading) What assumptions do you have going into this reading? (Follow 

up) Are your assumptions playing out, or has the author taken a different track than 

you expected?  

2. What surprised you about the reading?  

3. How can you apply what you have read to your own life?  

4. Select three quotes from the reading to which you related. With what did you con-

nect in those quotes?  

5. What is the title? How does the title relate to what is going on in the book?  

6. What questions would you like answered about your reading? How would knowing 

those answers change your perspective on the book?  

7. Who is the author? What do you know about the author? What do you imagine the 

author is like? Are there aspects of the plot that seem to reflect parts of the authorôs 

life?  

8. Who do you think is the bookôs intended audience? What gives you that impres-

sion?  

9. What are the important messages in this book? Why do you think the author felt it 

was important to tell those messages?  

 

Language Artõs Summer Reading Assignment for the 2010-

2011 School Year 
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Part II: Please list all of the books you read. Then choose four of the following ques-

tions and answer them using ALL or SOME of the books as indicated in the question.  

 

1. Which characters do you consider dynamic, and which do you consider static? (Be 

sure to include the novels in which the characters are featured.)  

2. Which author gives the reader the best dynamic character? Explain your response.  

3. Which author develops the conflict(s) in his/her story best? Compare the major con-

flicts in at least two of your novels to strengthen your point.  

4. In which book is the setting essential to the story? Explain why. Why is the setting 

less essential to the other stories?  

5. Evaluate the themes of three of your books. Do you think the authors were influ-

enced by any event in their social, religious, or political backgrounds? Explain your    

responses.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Language Artõs Summer Reading Assignment for the 2010-

2011 School Year 



RECOMMENDED BOOKS FOR GRADES 6 

AND 7 

 

GIRL POWER  

-Alanna, Tamora Pierce 

-Ashes of Roses, Mary Jane Auch 

-Bat 6, Virginia Euwer Wolff 

-Caddie Woodlawn, Carol Ryrie Brink 

-Catherine, Called Birdy, Karen Cushman 

-Chasing Vermeer, Blue Balliett 

-Harriet Tubman: Conductor of the Under-

ground  

Railroad, Ann Petry 

-Into the Wild, Sarah Beth Durst  

-Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City, 

Kirsten Miller 

-Lyddie, Katherine Paterson 

-Riding Freedom, Pam Muñoz Ryan 

-True North, Kathryn Lasky 

-Uglies, Scott Westerfeld 

BOOKS TO MAKE YOU CRY 

-Bridge to Terabithia, Katherine Paterson 

-Day of Tears, Julius Lester 

-Elsewhere, Gabrielle Zevin 

 

-Esperanza Rising, Pam Muñoz Ryan 

-On My Honor, Marion Dane Bauer 

-One of Those Hideous Books Where the 

Mother  

Dies, Sonya Sones 

-A Time for Dancing, Davida Wills Hurwin 

-Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt 

-The Upstairs Room, Johanna Reiss 

-Yellow Star, Jennifer Roy 

KIDS LIKE YOU  

 

-Al Capone Does My Shirts, Gennifer Chol-

denko 

-All of the Above, Shelley Pearsall 

-Because of Winn-Dixie, Kate DiCamillo 

-Boy Meets Boy, David Levithan 

-A Crooked Kind of Perfect, Linda Urban 

-The Higher Power of Lucky, Susan Patron 

-Itôs Not the End of the World, Judy Blume 

-Rules, Cynthia Lord 

-Shug, Jenny Han 

-Stargirl, Jerry Spinelli 

-Sweet Thang, Allison Whittenberg 

-Walk Two Moons, Sharon Creech 

6th and 7th Grade Summer Reading List 
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OTHERWORLDS 

-Aliceôs Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis 

Carroll 

-The Egypt Game, Zilpha Keatley Snyder 

-Inkheart, Cornelia Funke 

-The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, C. 

S. Lewis 

-The Looking Glass Wars, Frank Beddor 

-Mary, Bloody Mary, Carolyn Meyer 

-The Neverending Story, Michael Ende 

-The Phantom Tollbooth, Norton Juster 

-So You Want to Be a Wizard, Diane Duane 

-The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story 

of a Mouse, 

a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of  

-Thread, Kate DiCamillo 

-Tales of Mystery and Imagination, Edgar 

Allan Poe 

-The Wind in the Willows, Kenneth Gra-

hame 

-A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine LôEngle 

 

 

 

BOOKS TO MAKE YOU LAUGH  

-Adam Canfield of the Slash, Michael Win-

erip 

-Bud, Not Buddy, Christopher Paul Curtis 

-Holes, Louis Sachar 

-The Lives of Christopher Chant, Diana 

Wynne Jones 

-Matilda, Roald Dahl 

-The Schwa Was Here, Neal Shusterman 

-The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole, Age 13 

¾, Sue Townsend 

-Stop the Train!, Geraldine McCaughrean 

-The Teacherôs Funeral: A Comedy in 

Three Parts, Richard Peck 

-Zen and the Art of Faking It, Jordan Son-

nenblick 

 

6th and 7th Grade Summer Reading List 



SURVIVAL AND ADVENTURE  

-Alabama Moon, Watt Key 

-Among the Hidden, Margaret Peterson 

Haddix 

-Black Storm Cominô, Diane Lee Wilson 

-The Cay, Theodore Taylor 

-Crispin: The Cross of Lead, Avi 

-The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm, Nancy 

Farmer 

-The Giver, Lois Lowry 

-Golden Goblet, Eloise Jarvis McGraw 

-Hoot, Carl Hiaasen 

-Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott OôDell 

-The Killing Sea, Richard Lewis 

-Letters from a Slave Girl: The Story of 

Harriet  

Jacobs, Mary E. Lyons 

-Little House on the Prairie, Laura Ingalls 

Wilder 

-My Side of the Mountain, Jean Craighead 

George 

-Shiloh, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

-Tangerine, Edward Bloor 

-To Be a Slave, Julius Lester 

-Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson 

-Z for Zachariah, Robert C. OôBrien 

SELF-DISCOVERY 

-Across Five Aprils, Irene Hunt 

-Anne of Green Gables, L.M. Montgomery 

-Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya 

-Boy, Roald Dahl 

-Ella Enchanted, Gale Carson Levine 

-Enderôs Game, Orson Scott Card 

-Freak, Marcella Pixley 

-From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.  

-Frankweiler, E. L. Konigsburg 

-Homecoming, Cynthia Voigt 

-The House You Pass on the Way, Jacque-

line Woodson 

-I'll Sing You One-O, Nan Gregory 

-The Land, Mildred D. Taylor 

-Or Give Me Death, Ann Rinaldi 

-Saffyôs Angel, Hilary McKay 

-Summer of My German Soldier, Bette 

Greene 

-Whirligig, Paul Fleischman 

6th and 7th Grade Summer Reading List 
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS FOR GRADE 8 

GIRL POWER 

-Airborn, Kenneth Oppel 

-Bloody Jack, L. A. Meyer 

-Going Going, Naomi Shihab Nye 

-Graceling, Kristin Cashore 

-Last Dance on Holladay Street, Elisa Car-

bone 

-The Miracle Worker, William Gibson 

-Tamsin, Peter S. Beagle 

KIDS LIKE YOU 

-The Bermudez Triangle, Maureen Johnson 

-Born Confused, Tanuja Desai Hidier 

-Criss Cross, Lynne Rae Perkins 

-Dairy Queen, Catherine Gilbert Murdock 

-Evolution, Me, and Other Freaks of Na-

ture, Robin Brande 

-How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, 

Julia Alvarez 

-Sweetblood, Pete Hautman 

OTHERWORLDS 

-Beauty, Robin McKinley 

-Fall of a Kingdom, Hilari Bell 

-Feed, M. T. Anderson 

-Fever 1793, Laurie Halse Anderson 

-The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck 

-Howlôs Moving Castle, Diana Wynne Jones 

-Sabriel, Garth Nix 

-The Secret Under My Skin, Janet 

McNaughton 

BOOKS TO MAKE YOU LAUGH 

-Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie, Jordan 

Sonnenblick 

-The Gospel According to Larry, Janet 

Tashjian 

-Thwonk, Joan Bauer 

SURVIVAL AND ADVENTURE 

-After the First Death, Robert Cormier 

-Ask Me No Questions, Marina Budhos 

-Call of the Wild, Jack London 

-Enderôs Game, Orson Scott Card 

-House of Stairs, William Sleator 

-The Last Book in the Universe, Rodman 

Philbrick 

-When My Name Was Keoko, Linda Sue 

Park 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 



SELF-DISCOVERY 

-Alt Ed, Catherine Atkins 

-Enderôs Game, Orson Scott Card 

-Habibi, Naomi Shihab Nye 

-Coming of Age in Mississippi, Anne Moody 

-Make Lemonade, Virginia Euwer Wolff 

-Samurai Shortstop, Alan Gratz 

-So Hard to Say, Alex Sanchez 

-Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Chris 

Crutcher 

-Toning the Sweep, Angela Johnson 

-The Truth About Forever, Sarah Dessen 

-Weetzie Bat, Francesca Lia Block 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HUMAN CONDITION  

-The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian, -Sherman Alexie 

-Alicia: My Story, Alicia Appleman-Jurman 

-All But My Life, Gerda Weissmann Klein 

-Briar Rose, Jane Yolen 

-The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank 

-If You Come Softly, Jacqueline Woodson 

-Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

-The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton 

-Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You, 

Hanna Jansen 

-The Power of One, Bryce Courtenay 

-Sold, Patricia McCormick 

8th Grade Summer Reading List 
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High School 9 -12  

 

Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 

Huckelberry Finn, Mark Twain 

The Good Earth, Pearl S. Buck 

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich,, 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

A Member of the Wedding, Carson Mccull-

ers 

The Stranger, Albert Camus 

The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane 

Lords of Discipline, Pat Conroy 

Their Eyes Were Watching God,  Zora Neale 

Hurston 

The Jungle, Upton Sinclair 

Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 

The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 

Macbeth, William Shakespeare 

The Fountainhead, Ayn Rand 

Othello, William Shakespeare 

Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 

 

    

 

Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Whirligig, Paul Fleischman                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

A Separate Peace, John Knowles                                                                                                                                                                                                        

How to Be Popular, Meg Cabot                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Friday Night Lights, H.G. Bissinger                                                                                                                                                                                                     

October Sky, Homer Hickam                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Bleachers, John Grisham                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee 

High School Reading List 



On Friday May 28th, 2010, SWBA students showed their skills on the dance floor dur-

ing our first school dance and 8th grade social.  6th and 7th graders were given an 

hour to eat, dance and socialize with all grades.  After the 6th and 7th graders left, 

8th grade students enjoyed some food and dancing with their friends for the remain-

der of the day.  The 8th graders were dressed up and ready to dance, showing PVO 

and faculty members how to dance it out!  The PVO provided catered food to all 

grades, but something a little special for the rising 9th graders.  It was a time for all 

the students to relax and have a good time at the end of a long school year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Dance and 8th Grade Social 
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