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Principal’s Corner
Dear Students & Parents,

We have had a great start to the 2010-2011 school year. There are currently 135 stu-
dents in Elementary and 125 students in Middle and High School, bringing our total enroll-
ment to 260 and the student to teacher ratio is 13:1. We still have available spots for new

enrollments in all grades (K-9), so please encourage your friends to enroll in our school!

Please mark your calendar for the below upcoming events:

Labor Day Holiday— Sept 6th, 2010

Picture Day for Students — Sept 7th, 2010 — Students wear red shirt

Curriculum Night/Technology Night — Wednesday, September 8th @6:00-8:00 pm for
Elementary School

Curriculum Night/Technology Night — Thursday, September 9th @6:00-8:00pm for Middle
and High

Welcome Picnic at Kanapaha — Saturday ,Sept 11th, 2010@ 12:00-3:00pm

Grandparents Pizza Night at SWBA Cafeteria — Sept 13th, 2010@ 5:00-7:00

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

UNIFORMS:
Students should arrive at SWBA in his/her full uniform. The student handbook
(agenda) specifies the uniform requirements. These requirements will be enforced
starting Monday August 30%, 2010.
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Principal’s Corner (Continued)

MORNING ARRIVAL/AFTERNOON DISMISSAL

e The earliest a student can be dropped off is 7:30 am. If a student is dropped
off before 7:30 am, SWBA does not assume any responsibility.

o (lasses start at 8:20 am. If you arrive after 8:20 am, both the parent and stu-
dent should come to the front office to sign their student in.

e (lasses end at 3:25 pm. We would encourage parents to arrive at SWBA Cam-

pus around 3:15pm.

Please drop off and pick up your student at the area in front of the cafeteria.
To make carpooling go as efficiently as possible, please discuss with your student,

before they leave for school, who will be picking them up in the afternoon. Review
with your child who is in their carpool, as well as their vehicle descriptions. Encour-

age your child to look out for his/her own ride at dismissal time.

LATE CHECKOUT:
If you arrive after carpool is over to pick up your student, please park in a desig-

nated parking space, then come to the Cafeteria to sign your student out.

STUDENT PHONE CALLS/CELL PHONE USE:

Phone calls to home from the front office during the school day are allowed for
emergencies only. The school does not have sufficient phone lines to accommodate
student phone calls at the end of the school day. If a student brings a cell phone to
school, the phone must be turned off before entering the building and kept in the
student’s locker. Cell phones will be taken from those who choose to use them dur-
ing the school day and given to an administrator. Only parents/guardians may pick

the cell phone up after it has been taken from a student.

CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
There will be no clubs during the first two weeks of school .Clubs and after school
activities begin on September 7th. Clubs are held from 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM.

Thank you, in advance, for adhering to these important details.
Have a wonderful weekend,

Principal Goktepe.
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Assistant Principal’s Corner

Academic Teams Meeting Schedule

Friday - August 27

Monday - August 30

Tuesday - August 31

Thursday - Sep-
tember 2

3:30 - 4:00 3:30 - 4:00 3:30 - 4:00
Math Team Future City TD:as:gn Academicise ) Bee Academic Team (Ms.
(Mr. Uncu & Mrs. Kuyucu) Cairns)
Room 103 (Mr. Gurcan) R 101
Room 110 oom
Spelling Bee Academic Robotics Team Oddssey of_the Mind Aca-
Team (Mr. Gurcan) demic Team
(Ms. Ross) Ro'om 110 (Ms. Cairns)
Room 104 Room 101
Lego League Team Elem_entary School
Science Team
(Mr. Gurcan)
R 110 (Mrs. Gokkurt)
oom Room 206
4:00 - 4:30 4:00 - 4:30 4:00 - 4:30

Model UN Academic Team

Elementary School
Lego League Team

Science Olympiad Team
(Dr. Baslanti, Mr. Ak & Mrs.

Elementary School
Math Team
(Mr. Koc)
Room 205

demic Team & Folk Dance

(Mr. Kaya & Ms. Gokkurt)

('I-}{/ls. ngg) (Mr. Koc) Ranade)
oom Room 205 Room 107
Turkish Olympiad Aca-

Group

Room 109

SECME (Mrs. Ranade) Room
107

Last Day to decide
and turn in your
academic teams /
clubs sign-up
forms either to
your homeroom
teacher or the
team teacher.
Don't sign up for
academic teams
before you attend

the meeting or
talk to the coach.
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Assistant Principal’s Corner (Continued)

Club Description and Sign-Up Form

Use the list of club descriptions to choose the club you would like to sign-up for. You will
write your first and second choice in the boxes below. Return this form to your home-
room/|* period teacher by August 27, 2010.

Ist Choice

2nd Choice

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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Assistant Principal’s Corner (Continued)

Middle/High School Academic Teams Schedule

Page 5

Ranade)

SECME Academic Team (Mrs.

Turkish Club
(Mrs. Gokkurt & Mr.
Kaya)

Journalism Club (Ms.White)

Geo Bee Academic
Team
(Ms. Cairns)

Student Council (Ms. Cairns)

Step Dance Club (for

girls)
(Ms. Lawrence)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Lego League Academic Team Future CIFY Design Math Academic Team | Robotics Academic Team
(Mr. Gurcan) Academic Team (Mr. Uncu) (Mr. Gurcan)
’ (Mr. Gurcan) ) ’
Spelling Bee Academic Team Board Games Club FCAT é::)athl'ab Chess Club
(Ms. Ross) (Mrs. Kuyucu) (Mrs. Kuyucu) (Mr.Uncu)
Science Olympiad Science Olympiad
. Team Team Poetry Club
Yearbook Club (Ms. Baig) (Mr.Tunc & Mrs. (Mr.Tunc & Mrs. (Ms. Ross)
Ranade) Ranade)
Sports Club Sports Club No Clubs on Sports Club Sports Club
Wednesday - Staff
(Mr. Lazear) (Mr. Lazear) Meeting (Mr. Lazear) (Mr. Lazear)

Turkish Folk Dance
Club (Mrs. Gokkurt
& Mr. Kaya)

Model UN Academic
Team
(Ms.White)

Oddssey of the Mind
Academic Team
(Ms. Cairns)

Spanish Drama Club
(Ms. Baig)

Academic teams are not for everyone. Please attend the academic teams meeting during the first week of

school and talk with the coaching teacher. Participation to academic teams is by teacher approval.
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Middle School Weekly Tutoring Schedule

Page 6 Sweetwater News

Science Olympiad Academic

Team
(Ms. Gokkurt)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Science Tutoring Language Arts Tutoring Languagei/:grts Tutor- Science Tutoring
(Mr.Tunc) (Ms. Ross) (Ms. Ross) (Mr.Tunc)
Math Tutoring . Spanish Tutoring
(Mr. Uncu) Math Tutoring (Mr. Uncu) (Ms. Baig)
Math Tutoring Language Arts Tutoring o s’tlb:/Tu;orlng Languagei/:\rts Tutor- Math Tutoring
(Mrs. Kuyucu) (Ms.White) on vvecnescay - & (Mrs. Kuyucu)
Staff Meeting (Ms.White)
Turkish Tutoring Science Tutoring
(Mr. Kaya) (Mrs. Ranade)
Computer Tutoring
(Mr. Gurcan) Social Studies Tutoring
(Ms. Cairns)
Elementary School Weekly Clubs
Wednes-
Monday Tuesday day Thursday Friday
Game Club
Book Club K-2 Puzzle Club Travel the World Club K-2
(Ms. Friedman) (Mrs. Goeckel) (Ms. Marshall) (Ms.
Goeckel)
Game club 3
Book Club 3-5 Art Club -5
(Ms. Marshall) (Mrs. McFarland) (Mrs.
McFarland)
. No Clubs/ . Drama Club
Volleyball Math Club/Academic Team o Clubs Spanish Club (Ms. Fried
(Ms. Howell) (Mr.Koc) Tutoring on (Ms. Diaz) s rrieds
Wednesday - man)
Staff Meeting
Yearbook Club Dance Club A cappella & Music Club Craf(tMCrlsub
(Ms. Diaz) (Ms. Howell) (Ms. Lawrence) Clark)
Lego League
Jump Rope Club Green Club Movie Club Academic
(Mrs. Clark) (Ms. Swink) (Ms. Swink) Team
(Mr. Koc)
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Assistant Principal’s Corner (Continued)

Elementary School Weekly Tutoring Schedule
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From Ms. Ratledge — Assistant Administrator

We are all geared up for the new school and looking forward to another great year
at Sweetwater Branch Academy. I would like to send a welcome to all of our new
students! I hope everyone had a restful summer and is ready to jump back into

learning.
Curriculum/Technology Night

We would like to invite all parents and students to our Curriculum/Technology
Nights we will be hosting at the school in September. These nights will be to help
parents and students understand how to use SWBA Connect, our schools online
grading and discipline system. This year parents will also be able to keep up with
attendance on this website also. SWBA Connect is a wonderful tool for parents and
students, as it allows grades, assignments, discipline actions, attendance, and other
weekly news from the teachers to be accessed. SWBA teachers post their assign-
ments and news on this site for parents and students to access work and informa-
tion when they are not in school. We recognize that navigating this website may be
confusing or hard to find information. For this purpose we would like to invite you
to come to a Curriculum/Technology Night to learn more so that everyone can use

this important tool throughout the school year!
Volunteers

We are very pleased to have so many parents and family members who are willing
to work at SWBA as volunteers. We need and appreciate all that you are willing to
do. Please sign up to volunteer for this school year using our Parent Volunteer
Form. We will be using this form to create a list and calling volunteers during the

school year when we are in need of help.

We are planning to do many activities for the students, including All Boys Read
Nights, Lock-Book Fairs, our annual International Night, Science Olympiad, Turkish
Olympiad, Math Stars, Lego League, Future City, Model UN, and many more aca-

demic related events that require parent help.
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From Ms. Ratledge — Assistant Administrator

Uniforms

Parents and students please read and follow our uniform procedures outlined in the
student agendas. Students who do not comply with the uniform code and have an
uncorrectable uniform problem will be sent to ISS for the day until a parent can cor-
rect the situation. All parents and students should read through the student hand-

book to be aware of our policies.
ISS

This year we are working on having a much more efficient year in ISS. Itis not a
place we want to see students, but we understand that poor choices will be made.
Parents, if a student is sent to ISS during the day, they will remain in ISS for the
remainder of the day. A phone call will be made to parents during this time explain-
ing what happened. We appreciate your help with this procedure by encouraging

your students to make good choices while at school. Thank you in advance!

Have a great weekend!
Ms. Ratledge
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Lunch News!!

Student lunch is an important part of a student’s day. Sweetwater Branch Academy
orders lunch from Sidney Lanier Center and in order to provide all students with
their daily lunch it is necessary to make arrangements for lunch orders. In order to
provide lunch to your student we highly recommend that you complete this form
monthly. SWBA will be accepting monthly payments for lunch orders. If you
choose to pay weekly or daily it will be your responsibility to contact Sarah Johnson

at Sidney Lainer Center (see below). Paying online at www.mylunchmoney.com is

also an option for middle and high school students. Elementary students will be

able to pay online with the county sometime in October. We will send out a notice
to let you know when this is possible. If payments are not received your student
will not receive lunch from our school. If your child is absent, then their lunch
money will be transferred over to the next month. There is no penalty for absence.
I f you do not pay for your studentoés |l ufch
need to contact Sarah Johnson to pay weekly or daily. Students who do
not turn in their lunch money or forms will not receive lunch. If you have
any questions concerning this you can contact Ms. Ratledge at arat-

ledge@swbacademy.org or Sarah Johnson johnsonsarah@gm.sbac.edu , the Sidney

Lanier Food Service Manager (352-955-6841). Have a wonderful week!

Lunch Prices: Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week
Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week

Breakfast Prices: Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week
Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week



http://www.mylunchmoney.com
mailto:aratledge@swbacademy.org
mailto:aratledge@swbacademy.org
mailto:johnsonsarah@gm.sbac.edu
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Elementary News!

Kindergarten Corner

My name is Carissa Lawrence, and I am one of the Kindergarten teachers at the
Sweetwater Branch Elementary School. Born and raised in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
I relocated to Florida after high school to attend the University of Florida with the
intentions of moving back once I obtained my degree. Throughout college, I found
myself becoming more accustomed to the prevalent sunshine, great football, and
beautiful weather, and by the time I finished I knew that Gainesville was where I
wanted to stay.

This week in Kindergarten we have been spending a lot of time getting used to be-
ing at school. We created rules for our classroom, and learned about and practiced
the routines and procedures we will follow throughout the year. We also started
working on a class book about beginning school. We will continue to practice our
procedures and routines next week, and we will start reviewing basic skills like writ-
ing our names, reciting and identifying letters of the alphabet and sounds, and rec-
ognizing numbers and counting. In addition, we will practice general skills like hold-
ing a pencil properly, cutting, gluing, and many others.

Each of your children has been provided with a folder that will serve as their Home-
School folder. I ask that you check your child’s book bag each night to retrieve class
projects, worksheets, and school forms. I will make sure that anything that needs to
be returned to school is labeled thusly.

Please review our class supply list and make sure your child has everything they
need. Many of the items on the list will be kept at school for class use. Also, I ask
that you start bringing in snacks for next week as my supply and resources to buy
more are running low. Growing bodies need lots of fuel to remain focused through
such a long school day!

Please feel free to come to me with any questions, comments, or concerns you may
have. I look forward to getting to know each of you and your children better. Here’s
to a great year!

Ms. Lawrence
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Elementary News!
1° Grade

Hello Parents!

It's been an exciting first week, and we are learning the school rules and proce-
dures. I would like you to feel that you can contact me regarding your child’s school
and class. Please don't hesitate to get in touch with me if you have any questions

or concerns, and we will work together to make your child’s school career success-

full
1. Every student must have an agenda
a. Please purchase a SWBA agenda from our front office. This is extremely

important to our parents and students, as it helps the children keep assignments in
mind, lets you know about any upcoming tests or homework due, and helps the
students to keep themselves organized.

2. Homework

a. I assign homework 2-4 times a week, and we focus mostly on spelling and
writing, and math. Please be sure to check your child’s Take Home folder for any
homework that is assigned. Generally, the homework assigned is due the next day.
3. Take Home Folders

a. Every Monday, I will be sending home a Take Home folder. This folder will
contain correspondence you need from the school, any paperts that need to be
signed and returned, the student’s homework, finished work to keep at home, and
various other paperwork. The side that is labeled "FINISHED WORK" is anything
the student has done and can be kept at home. The side labeled "RETURN TO
SCHOOL" is for anything that needs to be signed by you, or homework for the
child. Please be sure to check this folder every Monday, and return to school on
Tuesday. If it gets lost or misplace, please let me know and we will issue another
one (though I hope this doesn’t happen!).

4. School uniform

a. Please review the policy for school uniforms on our website. In a nutshell,
the students need to have SWBA polo collared shirts, pants/shorts/skorts in khaki,
black or blue; a belt, close toed shoes. Please be sure that your child’s shirt is
tucked in and the shorts or skort is below the level of their hands when they are

standing.
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Elementary News!

5. Daily routine
a. Every day we follow a set curriculum, though how long we spend on each
subject depends on the comprehension of the children. The subjects we study are:
i. Math
ii. Reading
iii. Writing
iv. Science
V. Social Studies
b. Right now, we are reviewing our Kindergarten basic skills, and will be admin-
istering baseline testing to determine level of competencies.
6. Lunch form
a. If you need a free/reduced lunch form, you can fill one out at http://
www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?
page=Ilunchapps&sid=2006082049542856 . Just scroll down and open the PDF

documents for family meals.

7. Supplies

a. Please bring in the supplies on the list, if you are at all able. We are espe-
cially in need of individual supplies such as crayons, scissors, and pencils.

8. Class Rules — please help enforce our rules by going over them with your
child at home.

a. Be kind.

b. Follow directions

C. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

d. Always do your best!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Joanne McFarland



https://mail.swbacademy.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?page=lunchapps%26sid=2006082049542856
https://mail.swbacademy.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?page=lunchapps%26sid=2006082049542856
https://mail.swbacademy.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?page=lunchapps%26sid=2006082049542856
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Elementary News!
3" Grade

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year! My name is Ms. Marshall and I am teach-
ing 3rd grade along with the other 3rd grade teacher Ms. Howell. I am very excited
to be teaching your children. We are going to have a spectacular year in 3rd
grade. It is my goal to ensure a memorable and successful 3rd grade year for each
of your children. I am dedicated to give your children the best education and chal-
lenge them to their highest potential. I ask my students to do the same when it
comes to working in the classroom and on their work. Please make sure you pur-
chase an agenda for your child as we will begin using them on Monday August 30,
2010.

Ms. Marshall - 3" Grade

We are off to a great year! My name is Ms. Howell and I am teaching third
grade this year along with Ms. Marshall. We have lots of exciting activities planned
this year! I am a graduate of the University the Florida and hold both a bachelors
and master’s degree in Elementary Education and ESOL. I am so excited to be
working with your students. We will be learning lots of new things in a fun and ex-
citing way, helping us to prepare for FCAT along the way. In third grade news,
please remember that each student needs an agenda. These are essential for keep-
ing students responsible for their homework each night. It is also a great tool for
parent/teacher communication. If you still need to purchase an agenda, please see
the elementary secretary.

Ms. Howell

4" Grade

My name is Amy Friedman, and I am teaching fourth grade this year. I will be
teaching reading and writing, as well as social studies. I will have a co-teacher for
math, and the students will have a different teacher come in to teach them science.
I will also be teaching music this year for 1% -4™ graders. After school, I will be the
teacher sponsor for drama club and book club (K-2).

Ms. Friedman
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Elementary News!

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

My name is Ms. Diaz, I am the 5" grade teacher. I want to personally welcome you
to the new 2010-2011 school year. I am very happy to see all the little cute faces
around school. I want to extend a warm thank you to all the parents that bring
your children every day on time for school, and who have brought in extra supplies
for the classroom.

And of course, a big huge THANK YOU to my 5™ graders for having a great first
week of school!

Important announcement for 4™ and 5'" grade: All students interested in be-
coming Safety Patrols should speak to their teachers. All 4™ grade teachers will give
me a final list of students they recommend for Safety Patrol. Unfortunately students
will not be able to go to Washington D.C. at the end of the year. But if enough

money is fundraised they may be able to attend another fieldtrip here in Gainesville.

If you have any questions please contact me at: cdiaz@swbacademy.org

Sincerely,
Ms. Diaz



mailto:cdiaz@swbacademy.org
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Middle/High School News
Computer Classes at SWBA

Hello Parents,

We finished the first week of the school year. In this week, students received their
computer curriculum, read it, and turned in to me. They also finished their first as-
signments which was a presentation on their favorite kind/brand of technology. On
Thursday, they presented their PowerPoint presentations in class. We learned a lot
of new information from their presentations. On Friday, they were tested on sylla-

bus and presentations. I hope all will receive wonderful results.

Lego League Academic Team

This weekend 2 teachers and 4 students will go to Cocoa Beach to be trained on
NXT Robot Building and Programming. We will share what we have learned with
other Lego League Academic Team members after we come back to the school.
Have a great weekend!

Harun Gurcan

From Mrs. Kuyucu

Dear parents and students,

Welcome to Sweet Water Branch Academy.

Let me introduce myself. My name is Mrs. Kuyucu. I received my B.S in mathemat-
ics from Ege University in Turkey. I have four years professional test tutoring ex-
perience in Math and two years teaching experience in charter schools as a math
teacher. I have moved from Atlanta this June and it will be my first year at SWBA.
This year I'll teach 6th grade math and algebra. Also, I will run FCAT club and
board games club after school.

Parents please feel free to contact me by e-mail skuyucu@swbacademy.org or by

phone (352)3726000-108. I will get back to you as soon as I can. I know together,
we will have a wonderful and successful school year!

Mrs. Kuyucu



mailto:skuyucu@swbacademy.org
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Middle/High School News

Wel come to Ms. Whitebs cl ass!

Hello! I am the teacher for 6™ and 7" grade Language Arts, as well as 9" grade
English. I am very excited for the new year. I was born and raised in Gainesville
and graduated from the University of Florida. This is my second year at the Sweet-
water Branch Academy and I am thrilled to have such wonderful groups of students.
I feel communication with the parents is the key to a students’ success, so please
always feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

We have already kicked of the year with getting to know each other and activities.
There are some upcoming events and assignments I would like to inform you about.
First, I will be assigning the students’ first book report later next week. They will
need to start thinking about a novel that they might be interested in reading. I will
update you further when it is assigned. Also, I will be assigning an essay on Mon-
day, September 6. This essay will talk about grandparents and what they mean to
the student. It will be a contest recognized by the school and there will be three
winners chosen. Again, I will give more information when it is assigned. Please let
me know if you have any questions. I look forward to a wonderful year!

~Ms. White

From Mrs. Ranade

Hello, I am Mrs. Ranade, the Science teacher for the upper grades. I am excited to
be teaching our first high school class, the ninth grade. Some of you might remem-
ber me from two years ago when I taught computers. I look forward to getting to
know all of you and having a remarkable year. My hobbies are drawing, Yoga, and
dance. I am sponsoring two clubs — the SECME and Science Olympiad. My tutoring
day is Friday.

Mrs. Manisha Ranade
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Middle/High School News

Around the World and Back with Ms. Cairnpgseé
Welcome to the Sweetwater Branch Academy 2010-2011 school year. We are
thrilled to see our returning and new students. My name is Kathryn Cairns and I am
the Social Studies teacher for 6™, 8" and 9™ grade. I was raised in the United
States Air Force and lived in Japan, spent nine years in Germany and all over Flor-
ida. After we retired, I moved to Washington D.C, Belize, Grand Cayman and Con-
necticut. This is my second year at SWBA and I am happy to be back! This week
we became more familiar with one another by interviewing and introducing one
another to the class. We discussed map skills and drew maps of our own homes.
We also talked about the importance of history and created our own timeline to
show the sequence of events that has shaped our lives. Friday, we had a quiz on
SWBA's Code of Conduct. I am looking forward to an incredible year with you and
yours. Have a lovely weekend!

Thank you,

Ms. Kathryn Cairns

Hello to everyone from Mr. Uncu.

We had a great year together last year, I hope this year will be even greater. I will
be teaching pre-algebra and geometry

to 7" and 8™ graders this year. I am really excited to be with my Jaguars again. I
will also be coaching the Math Team which we had great success last year, and I
will be having the chess club. This year we will have a chess team that will be rep-
resenting our school. Therefore, I need my Jaguars to participate to my Math

Team, and also to my Chess Team.

Also to parents and guardians, I am always ready to cooperate with you about
any issue regarding your kid. Please keep in contact with me with the e-mail,
muncu@swbacademy.org, or the phone 375 — 8838(103).

With my best wishes to my Jaguars,
Sincerely,

Mr. Murat Uncu



mailto:muncu@swbacademy.org
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Bell Schedule 2010- 2011 (K-9)
In Out Lesson Time Break Time Break Time
Drop off & Breakfast 7:30 8:10
8:10-8:20 Preparation
I'st Period 8:20 9:25 0:65 0:04
2nd Period 9:29 10:25 0:56 0:04
3rd Period 10:29 11:25 0:56 0:04
4th Period 11:29 12:25 0:56 0:04
(Lunch+ 30 min PE
for K-5)
>th Period 12:29 13:25 0:56 0:04
(Lunch + Recess for
Grades 6-9)
6th Period 13:29 14:25 0:56 0:04
7th Period 14:29 15:25 0:56 0:05
(I** Dismissal)
Clubs&Tutoring 15:30 16:15 0:45
2" Dismissal 16:15 16:30 0:15




