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Principal 6s Corner

Dear Students & Parents,

The 2nd week of the school year is over, we have had a great start to the 2010 -
2011 school year. There are currently 135 students in Elementary and 125 stu-
dents in Middle and High School, bringing our total enroliment to 260 and the stu-
dent to teacher ratio is 13:1. We still have available spots for new enrollments in

all grades (K-9), so please encourage your friends to enroll in our school!

Playground for Elementary School

| would like to inform you regarding the playground for the elementary school.
We ordered the sets for our kids to have their recess time more fun. It will cost to
our school almost $5000 with the installation. We appreciate any type of dona-

tions for the playground. Please contact Mr. Cevik (acevik@swbacademy.org if

you are willing to make donation for the playground.

Parents Support Need for Academic Teams

Academic Teamso wi | | start t heir

10:30am-1:00 pm, under the supervision of their teachers. We need more sup-

port from the parents as volunteer coaches. Please contact Dr. Baslanti if you are

r

interested in being an academic coach for any of our academic teams. We also

al 6s Corner

accept donations.

we e ken
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Principal 6s Corner (Continue

Home Visits

Experience and research from all over the United States show that the inter-
action with the student's family at their home is a very effective way to con-
tribute to students' academic and behavioral progress. SWBA Teachers vis-
ited 3 homes so far. Our target is to visit all of our students this year. Please

contact Mrs. Kuyucu at skuyucu@swbacademy.orgif

you wish to make home visit arrangements with your student's teachers.
Depending on our teacher's availability, at least two teachers will visit our

students and parents at their homes. You may reach the home visit photos

from the following link http://www.swbacademy.org/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=68&Itemid=97

Please mark your calendar for the below upcoming events;

Labor Day Holiday T No School - Sept 6th, 2010

Picture Day for Students 1 Sept 7th, 2010 i wear red shirt

Student picture day will take place on Monday, September 7, 2010. Students
should wear their red SWBA shirts on picture day. All students will have their
picture taken for student ID purposes. Please contact Mrs. Smith at

jsmith@swbacademy.orgor Ext. 110 should you have any questions.

Curriculum Night/Technology Night T Wednesday, September 8th
@6:00 -8:00 pm for Elementary School

Curriculum Night/Technology Night I Thursday, September 9th
@6:00 -8:00pm for Middle and High

Welcome Picnic at Kanapaha 1 Saturday ,Sept 11th, 2010@ 12:00 -
3:00pm

d )
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Principal 6s Corner (Continue

Grandparents Pizza Night at SWBA Cafeteria 1T Sept 13th, 2010@

5:00 -7:00

SWBA wi || celebrate National Grandpa
September 13, 2010 @5-7 pm. All of our grandparents, parents and stu-

dents are welcome to join this celebration.

REMINDERS:
MORNING ARRIVAL/AFTERNOON DISMISSAL:
e The earliest a student can be dropped off is 7:30 am. If a student is
dropped off before 7:30 am, SWBA does not assume any responsibility.
e Classes start at 8:20 am. If you arrive after 8:20 am, both the parent
and student should come to the front office to sign their student in.
e Classes end at 3:25 pm. We would encourage parents to arrive at SWBA
Campus around 3:15pm.
e Please drop off and pick up your student at the area in front of the cafe-

teria.

To make carpooling go as efficiently as possible, please discuss with your
student, before they leave for school, who will be picking them up in the af-
ternoon. Review with your child who is in their carpool, as well as their ve-
hicle descriptions. Encourage your child to look out for his/her own ride at
dismissal time. Also | would like to thank all students, teachers and parents
for their great job with dismissal this week. The first & second week of
school, carpool ended at around 3:45PM. As soon as afterschool clubs start
on September 7th, carpool will be much quicker since students will be dis-
missed at different times. Once again, thank you for your cooperation on

this important matter.
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d )

r

en



Page 4 Sweetwater News

LOST AND FOUND:
Students should put their names in permanent marker on all their belongings at school so that

they can claim their items at the lost and found booth located just outside the media center.

LATE CHECKOUT:
If you arrive after carpool is over to pick up your student, please park in a designated parking

space, then come to the Cafeteria to sign your student out.

UNIFORMS:
Students should arrive at SWBA in his/her full uniform. The student handbook (agenda) specifies
the uniform requirements. These requirements will be enforced starting Monday August 30" |

2010.

STUDENT PHONE CALLS/CELL PHONE USE:

Phone calls to home from the front office during the school day are allowed for emergencies only.

The school does not have sufficient phone lines to accommodate student phone calls at the end of
the school day. If a student brings a cell phone to school, the phone must be turned off before en-
tering the buildingandkept i n t he studentds | ocker. Celll pho
choose to use them during the school day and given to an administrator. Only parents/guardians

may pick the cell phone up after it has been taken from a student.

CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:

There will be no clubs during the first two weeks of school .Clubs and after school activities begin
on September 7th. Clubs are held from 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM.

Thank you, in advance, for adhering to these important details.

| wish everyone a wonderful three day weekend.

Principal Goktepe.

Principal s Corner (Conti pue
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Assi stant Pr i-DrcBagaatl 6s Cor

Clubs & Tutoring Starts Next Week
Club and tutoring sessions are starting next week. | would like to encourage all

students to consider joining a club as well as attending one of the tutoring ses-
sions if they need extra help and support on any subject area. Please check

the club and tutoring schedule below for middle and elementary school and

turn your c¢club participation form to

ready done so. Remember! You donét ne

Academic Teams Meeting
We had our Academic Teams meetings ov
opportunity to attend one of those meetings, | would still encourage you to

SCIENCE OLY MPIAD
meet the team coaches and learn more about each event. Being part of an

Exploring the World of Science

academic is a rewarding experience.

SWBA Sports Team/Club Release and Waiver of Responsibility Form

Dear Parents,

Teachers who are coaching the basketball and soccer teams handed out the
SWBA Sports Team/Club Release and Waiver of Responsibility Form to your
child(ren) over the week, if they are enrolled in one of these sports clubs. By
signing this form, you will acknowledge that participation of your child(ren) in
the clubés activities/ exercises invol

ticipation of your child(ren) in these activities is a privilege, not a right.

If you would like your child to be able to continue participating in our sports
clubs, please fill out the mentioned form and submit to Dr. Baslanti or the

coach of the sports club.

me
ed
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ves
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Assi stant Principath8asl@wir ner (Cont
SWBA Connect & Student Access Codes

Our online progress monitoring system, SWBA Connect, is up and running.

Teachers have already started using the system to share information about their classrooms. Using
this tracking system, parents can view their child
Although the system enables parents to send messages to teachers, | still recommend sending direct
emails to teachers wusing their school email acfgoun
Direct email is faster and more convenient forj]tea
the time to look at the following picture that shows a sample interface from SWBA Connect. It shows
a detailed schedule of updated assignments, academic summary, and the conduct log which is up-

dated daily.

We have already given the access information (the link, your login ID and password) to your child as
a printed | abel. Pl ease check back with me if ou
child.

If you want me to email you your access information, please email me at uba-
slanti@swbacademy.org Pl ease keep in mind that we donodot |Jcal
happened on a particular day including when student is sent to ISS by a teacher. This information is
entered into the system right away. We are in the process of entering Office Referral Forms into the
system as well and will be updating in the next few weeks for these forms. Please check it out on a
daily basis to be posted for in class conduct and behavior. We will be calling daily to inform you if a
student has come to ISS or if a student will be serving ISS and to report any consequences that
were assigned to your child based on our conduct log system and office referral forms. Please be
advised that we are not able to call parents for every incident that happened in a day. That is why |
suggest parents to check out their childés recprd
to ensure that each child is safe and doing what they are supposed to. Thank you for your patience

and consideration in this matter.
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Middle/High School Academic Teams Schedule
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Ranade)

SECME Academic Team (M

Turkish Club
(Mrs. Gokkurt & Mr.
Kaya)

Journalism Club (Ms.White

Geo Bee Academic
Team
(Ms. Cairns)

Student Council (Ms. Cairns

Step Dance Club (fo
girls)
(Ms. Lawrence)

( d

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Lego League Academic Tea Future C't.y Design Math Academic Team Robotics Academic Tearn
Academic Team
(Mr. Gurcan) (Mr. Uncu) (Mr. Gurcan)
(Mr. Gurcan)
Spelling Bee Academic Teal Board Games Club FCAT & MathLab Chess Club
(Ms. Ross) (Mrs. Kuyucu) Club (Mr. Uncu)
) ' (Mrs. Kuyucu) ’
Science Olympiad Science Olympiad
. Team Team Poetry Club
Yearbook Club (Ms. Baig) (Mr.Tunc & Mrs. (Mr.Tunc & Mrs. (Ms. Ross)
Ranade) Ranade)
Sports Club Sports Club OIS EIr Sports Club Sports Club
Wednesday - Staff
(Mr. Lazear) (Mr. Lazear) Meeting (Mr. Lazear) (Mr. Lazear)

Turkish Folk Dance
Club (Mrs. Gokkurt
& Mr. Kaya)

Model UN Academic
Team
(Ms.White)

Oddssey of the Mind
Academic Team
(Ms. Cairns)

Spanish Drama Club
(Ms. Baig)

ont i

Academic teams are not for everyone. Please attend the academic teams meeting during the ffirst week

school and talk with the coaching teacher. Participation to academic teams is by teacher apprpval.
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Assistant Principailtm8asl@dr ner ( ¢on-
Middle School Weekly Tutoring Schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Science Tutoring Language Arts Tutoring Languagijﬁgfrts Tutor- Science Tutoring
(Mr.Tunc) (Ms. Ross) (Ms. Ross) (Mr.Tunc)
Math Tutoring . Spanish Tutoring
(Mr. Uncu) Math Tutoring (Mr. Uncu) (Ms. Baig)
Math Tutoring Language Arts Tutoring Ngncvl\l;:’;/] E;tg;;]g Languagijﬁgfrts Tutor- Math Tutoring
(Mrs. Kuyucu) (Ms.White) Staff Meeting (Ms.White) (Mrs. Kuyucu)
Turkish Tutoring Science Tutoring
(Mr. Kaya) (Mrs. Ranade)
Computer Tutoring
(Mr. Gurcan) Social Studies Tutoring
(Ms. Cairns)
Elementary School Weekly Clubs
Wednes-
Monday Tuesday day Thursday Friday
Game Club
Book Club k2 Puzzle Club Travel the World Club K-2
(Ms. Friedman) (Mrs. Goeckel) (Ms. Marshall) (Ms.
Goeckel)
Game club 3
Book Club 35 Art Club -5
(Ms. Marshall) (Mrs. McFarland) (Mrs.
McFarland)
Volleyball Math Club/Academic Team No Clubs/ Safety Patrol D(,r\znir?elg_b
(Ms. Howell) (Mr. Koc) Tutoring on (Ms. Diaz) )
Wednesday - man)
Staff Meeting
Yearbook Club Dance Club A cappella & Music Club CraItMCr:ISub
(Ms. Diaz) (Ms. Howell) (Ms. Lawrence) Clark)
Lego Leagudg
Jump Rope Club Green Club Movie Club Academic
(Mrs. Clark) (Ms. Swink) (Ms. Swink) Team
(Mr. Koc)
Science Olympiad Academic]
Team
(Ms. Gokkurt)
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From Ms. Ratledge & Assistant Administrator
Book Fair

We have a school book fair coming up on September 13" i 17" for our school. It will be

in the media center and will be open 3:30 to 4:30 to students and parents. Students will

also be going to the fair during their class periods throughout the week. In addition to
adding to your studentdos personal ' i brary,
classroom, especially elementary level books. Donations to classrooms for class libraries
would be a wonderful contribution to our school and students. Hope to see everyone

there!

Curriculum/Technology Night

We would like to invite all parents and students to our Curriculum/Technology Nights we
will be hosting at the school in September. These nights will be to help parents and stu-
dents understand how to use SWBA Connect, our schools online grading and discipline
system. This year parents will also be able to keep up with attendance on this website
also. SWBA Connect is a wonderful tool for parents and students, as it allows grades, as-
signments, discipline actions, attendance, and other weekly news from the teachers to be
accessed. SWBA teachers post their assignments and news on this site for parents and
students to access work and information when they are not in school. We recognize that
navigating this website may be confusing or hard to find information. For this purpose
we would like to invite you to come to a Curriculum/Technology Night to learn more so

that everyone can use this important tool throughout the school year!

Uniforms

Parents and students please read and follow our uniform procedures outlined in the stu-
dent agendas. Students who do not comply with the uniform code and have an uncor-
rectable uniform problem will be sent to ISS for the day until a parent can correct the
situation. All parents and students should read through the student handbook to be

aware of our policies.




Volume 3, Issue 2 Page 11

From Ms. Ratledge (Continued) 8 Assistant Administrator

Volunteers

We are very pleased to have so many parents and family members who are willing to
work at SWBA as volunteers. We need and appreciate all that you are willing to do.
Please sign up to volunteer for this school year using our Parent Volunteer Form, if you
have not already. We will be using this form to create a list and calling volunteers during
the school year when we are in need of help. | would like to thank all those who have
returned those forms and look forward to all the help you will offer our school this year!
We will be in contact.

We are planning to do many activities for the students, including All Boys Read Nights,
Lock-Book Fairs, our annual International Night, Science Olympiad, Turkish Olympiad,
Math Stars, Lego League, Future City, Model UN, and many more academic related

events that require parent help.

ISS

This year we are working on having a much more efficient year in ISS. It is not a place
we want to see students, but we understand that poor choices will be made. Parents, if
a student is sent to ISS during the day, they will remain in ISS for the remainder of the
day. A phone call will be made to parents during this time explaining what happened.
We appreciate your help with this procedure by encouraging your students to make good
choices while at school. Thank you in advance!

Have a great weekend,

Ms. Ratledge




Lunch News!!

Student |l unch is an i mportant part
Academy orders lunch from Sidney Lanier Center and in order to provide all
students with their daily lunch it is necessary to make arrangements for
lunch orders. In order to provide lunch to your student we highly recom-
mend that you complete this form monthly. SWBA will be accepting
monthly payments  for lunch orders. If you choose to pay weekly or daily
it will be your responsibility to contact Sarah Johnson at Sidney Lainer Cen-

ter (see below). Paying online at www.mylunchmoney.com is also an option

for middle and high school students. Elementary students will be able to

pay online with the county sometime in October. We will send out a notice

to let you know when this is possible. If payments are not received your
student will not receive lunch from our school. If your child is absent, then
their lunch money will be transferred over to the next month. There is no
penalty forabsence. | f you do not pay for your
the month, then you will need to contact Sarah Johnson to pay

weekly or daily.  Students who do not turn in their lunch money or

forms will not receive lunch. If you have any questions concerning this

you can contact Ms. Ratledge at aratledge@swbacademy.orgor Sarah John-

son johnsonsarah@am.sbac.edu, the Sidney Lanier Food Service Manager
(352-955-6841). Have a wonderful week!

Lunch Prices: Full Pay: $2.25 per day, $11.25 per week
Reduced Pay: .40 per day, $2.00 per week

Breakfast Prices: Full Pay: $1.00 per day, $5.00 per week
Reduced Pay: .30 per day, $1.50 per week

Page 12 Sweetwater News
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Elementary News!

Kindergarten Corner

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I would like to officially welcome our new Kindergarten families. | am so excited and honored to

have each of your children in my class this school year.

For those families that | have not had a chance to meet yet, here is a little about myself. | spent
most of my life in South Florida and moved to North Florida about 8 years ago. | graduated in
2008 with my B.A. in Elementary Education from Saint Leo University. | started this career path a
little later in life, and though this is my first official year teaching full time, | do have a lot of experi-
ence working in the classroom. | have worked in the Putnam and Alachua County school districts
since 2006 and | have loved every minute of it. | am also a mother of an awesome 14 yr old son,
who is my heart! Your children are already familiar with him due to the fact that most of the books
and many of the games, puzzles and toys in our classroom were his when he was a little boy. |
told the class that he said it was alright for them to use these things as long as they take very good

care of them.

We have been quite busy since school has started. We have been working on letter and sound
recognition as well as practicing our writing skills every day. We have read stories about the first
days of school with books such as: Miss. Bindergarten Gets Ready For Kindergarten Look Out Kin-
dergarten Here | Come, and The Teacher From the Black Lagoon We have also been reading
many time honored poems like Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush Mary Had A Little Lamb,
and Hickory Dickory Dock.

In Math, we have Calendar Timeeveryday where we go over the days of the week, months of the
year, and keep track of things such as updating our calendar, attendance, how many days we have
been in school, the weather, the temperature, coin values, and our daily survey. We have also
been working on counting skills, number recognition, being able to write our numbers correctly,

patterns, and shape recognition and characteristics.
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Elementary News!

In Science, we discussed how to find out what the temperature is outside by using a thermome-

ter. Ask them about the experiment that we did with the blue liquid in the glass. (Hint: The heat
from our hands made the liquid in the glass go up just like the red line on the thermometer.) We
rubbed our hands on our pants to get them warmer to see who could get the liquid to go up

faster. At the top of the special glass container the liquid would bubble i they loved it! And yes we

do have a nABuWdytogoTitialst er ! o

In Social Studies, our unit is called A/l About Me! \We made posters that each child drew pictures of
his/her favorite things. We have also been talking about who each one of us is. The class has
learned that they are more than just a girl or a boy. They are daughters and sons, sisters and
brothers, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, friends and classmates and so much more! | think

they were amazed at just how many titles they each held.

| will be sending home our Kindergarten newsletter, with class news, updates and helpful informa-
tion. Butin the mean time here are some issues that need to be addressed. First, each child must
have an agenda(planner) by Monday when they come to school. This is an item that the school re-
quires from all students. The next thing | have also noticed, and | apologize, is that many of the
school logo patches are not staying on. | know some of the parents have had to sew them on, and
some have said that using a glue gun works. | know they have a product at Walmart that is called
Liquid Stitch, that is an adhesive used in place of sewing. Also, thank you all so much for the sup-
plies that were brought in at the beginning of school. As they dwindle down, | may be requesting
additional it ems, so please |l ook on our AW sh
need. And lastly, If every child could bring in a snack (enough for the whole class T 17 students)
just once a month, we should be set with making sure everyone has a snack. This seems to be
much easier than having everyone bring a snack each day. | will also pick up things whenever | see

a good sale!

i st
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Elementary News!

Sincerely,

Connie Clark

"In the final analysis it is not what you do for your children but
what you have taught them to do for themselves that

will make them successful human beings."

Ann Landers

1 Grade

First Grade News

This week, wedbve been focusing on subtraction
reading; what makes a family in social studies; and penmanship in writing. Our students have

been working very hard, and in addition to our core subjects, are also learning more and more

each day how to follow directions, finish their schoolwork, and share on the playground. Please
help reinforce these ideas by talking to your child about these lessons as well.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Joanne McFarland

3" Grade

Dear Third Grade Families,

We are off to a great start! We have spent the first week of school learning the rules and proce-

dures for our classroom, as well as learning all about each other! This week (8/30), we will begin
working on our curricul um. Pl ease remember t (
as their Daily Behavior Contract. This will help students become more accountable for their learn-

ing and actions in school and also keep you aware of what is going on in the classroom. Also, if

any parent would like to donate snacks to our class, it would be greatly appreciated! We have

fourteen students and love crackers and other healthy and easy to clean snacks!

c hec
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Elementary News!
Ms. Howell 6s Cl ubs:
Volleyball Club:  The volleyball club will give students the opportu-
nity to learn about the basics of volleyball and how to bump, set, and
spike the ball! We will work on passing the volleyball with the correct
form as well as how to serve a volleyball. This will help students de-
velop and improve their hand-eye coordination as well as the impor-

tance of working together as part of a team.

Dance Club: The dance club will focus on hip-hop and jazz dance.
We will learn various dance routines that can be performed for school
assemblies. Students can help improve their rhythm, coordination,
and confidence while moving to their favorite songs!

***Eor both of these clubs, please make sure your student is wearing

sneakers! Also, bringing a water bottle is highly recommended.***

Dear Third Grade Families,
Welcome to third grade at Sweetwater Branch Academy. We have
spent the first week of school learning the rules and procedures for
our classroom, as well as learning all about each other! This week
(8/30), we will begin working on our curriculum. Please make sure
you check your childés agenda ni
plete their homework. Also, please remember to look at their take
home folder which is given out every Monday. The take home folder
has important information in it which you will need to go through. If
you have not purchased an agenda for your child please do so as
soon as possible. We have begun using the agendas in our classroom

to keep track of our assignments and tests.

g

ht
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Elementary News!

Ms. Marshall s Clubs:

Book Club:

| will be doing the 3 -5 grade book club on Mondays after school. Stu-
dents and | will pick age appropriate books to read together and dis-
cuss. | will prepare discussion questions and an activity or two for the

students to complete. The discussion and activities will help promote

deeper comprehension and vocabulary. If your child is interested in
participating in this club please make sure they sign up as soon as

possible.

Travel the World Club:

| will also be doing the travel the world club on Thursday after school.
The travel the world club will focus on the cultures and geography of

different countries of the world and how to travel there. | will be dis-
cussing and doing hands-on activities with topics such as time differ-

ence, currency, their flags, capital cities, typical customs, local food,

clothes and music. | will try to bring speakers in from each country,
including Japan, The Netherlands, Scotland and Columbia. If your
child is interested in participating in this club please make sure they

sign up as soon as possible.
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Elementary News!
Green Club: Miss Swink

Next week we will be meeting for the first time on Tuesday after school in
room 205. [ hope youbre excited to |
recycling. The goal of our club will be to help the school and your families
become more eco-friendly. This week we will begin with an introduction into

organic and eco friendly material s.

Movie Club: Miss Swink
Next week we wil/l meet in room 205 3
movie makingodo. Through this c¢club we
ess of making a movie. The first week we will go over the various elements
involved in movie making such as, lighting, sound, set design, costume,
camera angle, music, props, script, and effects. Make sure you come pre-

pared because this club is all about

5" Grade Corner i By Ms. Diaz

Dear Parents/Guardians,

First week of school is behind us and students are now being given daily
homework. Please encourage your students to do their homework daily. As
a reminder when students do not turn in their homework the date that it is
due, they have a chance to turn it in late for a lesser grade. This is better
than having an incomplete in the grade book.

Also, when your student is absent please send a note to school with them. |
need a written note for my records.
every Friday as | will write progress notes on them for your students. Please

initial the notes and have your children bring the Agenda back on Monday.

ear
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Elementary News!

From Mrs. Gokkurt
Dear Parent or Guardian of a student attending Sweetwater Branch

Academy Elementary school:

Hello! | want to welcome you and your child(ren) to Sweetwater

Branch Academy Elementary School. | am so excited to be working

with your child this year in Science class.
| realize that teaching your child is a privilege, as well as a tremen- Science
dous responsibility. I will do my best this year to ensure that each
student has a motivating and safe learning experience in the class-
room. However, | cannot do this alone: | need your help. We both
need to be partners in the learning process. | need each of you to
encourage your child at home by helping to ensure that they have
completed their assignments, and help them study for quizzes, if
necessary.
| also would like to mention about our home visit program. Accord-
ing to research, that increases the success of your child. If you
would like us to visit your house, we will be appreciated about it.
You can contact with me anytime via mail or phone. If you have

any question, please let me know.

Mrs. Gokkurt







